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TO THE 


Right Reverend and Reverend, 


THE 


BISHOPS and CLERGY 


OF THE 


CHURcH of ENGLAND. 


Rt. Rev. and Rev. Gentlemen, 
TH E continual Attacks made in various 


Ways and from different Quarters on the 
eſtabliſhed Church, and the Deſire of 44 5 
ing myſelf, and thoſe under my immediate Tut- 
tion, concerning the Propriety of that Mode and 
Form of Religion, which we profeſs to follow; 
were the Motives that gave Birth to the fol- 
lowing Diſquiſitions, whach were originally 
intended — for the Perufal of my own Fa- 
mily, and ſome of my moſt intimate Acguaint- 
ance. But ſome of my Friends, to whom 1 


had ſhewn them in Manuſcript, prevailed on 
me to commit them to the Preſs, and preſent 


them to the Public. | 

After the many learned and judicious Argu- 
ments which have lately been publiſhed on the 
Subject, this will, no Doubt, be conſidered by 
ſome, as a. bold [TOA in me; and for 
this Reaſon I have taken the Liberty to ad- 
dreſs my Apology to you in particular, as the 
Perſons whom it more immediately concerns, 


and the moſt proper Fudges of the Matter. 


5 A 2 You 
2 | 


.» 


L 1] 


Pon are not to expect in the following 
Tratt, any Diſplay of Learning or Eloquence; 
but if the honeſt Sentiments of a plain diſinter- 
eſted Layman, can in any Degree contribute 
towards removing the unreaſonable Prejudices 
of any, who from a miſtaken Notion of re- 
ligious Freedom, would deprive the Followers 
of the Eſtabliſhment, of that valuable Liberty 
whach in Fact they themſelves enjoy; i, the 
Arguments I have advanced, can ſuggeſt any 
Hints which may lend to a Reconcilation of the 
preſent Dilſentions, or be a Means of promoting 
that Harmony and Charity which ought to 
ſubſiſt among all the Profeſſors of CHRIST 
Religion (however they may differ in their 
ſeveral Modes of exerciſing it) I truſt I fhall 
have no Reaſon to repent of this Publication, 
_ whatever may be the Objections of thoſe who 

may entertain a different Opinion. | 
However defective or improper I may appear 
in Expreſſion, I humbly hope that You, and 
every candid Reader, will do me the Juſtice 
to believe that I mean not to give Offence to 
any, and that I had no other Deſign, either in 
writing OY publiſhing theſe Conſiderations, 
but to repreſent what I believe to be true 
Religion in a fair and rational Light. . 
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ER Chon 
IF the Rectitude of our Religion as 
1 Chriſtians, depends on the Approba- 
tion of our own Conſciences, guided by 
the Laws of ChRisT, no earthly Power 
whatever, can juſtify the impoſing any 
Thing upon us, as Cugisr's Religion, 
which upon proper Enquiry, our Conſci- 
ences cannot receive as ſuch; but every 
Chriſtian hath a Right to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures for himſelf, and to follow his own 
Convictions in whatever concerns his eter- 
nal Salvation. And every Society of 
Chriſtians agreeing amongſt themſelves in 
the ſame Notions, and uniting together in 
their Practice of Religion, have a Right to 
preſcribe to themſelves ſuch Rules for the 
Exerciſe of their joint Worſhip, as they 
believe to be moſt agreeable to CnisT's 
: Inſtitution, 


# 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


[ 4 | 
Inſtitution, and practiſe it in ſuch a Way, 
as they think moſt acceptable to Gov. 

In every Country where the free and 
undiſturbed Uſe of this Chriſtian Liberty 
is permitted and protected by the civil 
Power, the Governors of the State may 
be ſaid to hold forth the Religion of 
Jzsvs CnRIsT, in a Way ſuitable to its 


original Deſign, however numerous the 


ſeveral | Societies of Chriſtians may be 
within their Dominion, or in which ſoever 
of thoſe Societies ſuch Governors may 
chuſe to exerciſe their own perſonal Re- 
ligion. 5 | 
Ox of the greateſt Evils a this 
Nation. in the preſent Age. is, that in ge- 
neral we neither ſet a due Value on, nor 
make a right Uſe, of thoſe important Pri- 


viledges, which by the Bleſſing of Provi- 
_ dence, . we may enjoy under the Britiſh 


Government. Hein n of 01180 
By 


LW = 

By the Wiſdom and Fortitude of our 
Anceſtors; and the Favour of the Ars - 
MIGHTY, We are delivered from the Fetters 
both of civil and religious Tyranny, and 
are in Poſſeſſion of every valuable Liberty: 
but we deprive ourſelves of its happy Ef- 
fects, by the improper Uſe we make of it. 

Tux Spirit of Licentiouſneſs and Self, 
ſufficiency hath taken Place among us, 
and not only produced in many Inſtances, 
an Impatience of the wiſe and ſalutary 
Laws of civil Government; but even that 
religious Freedom which enables us to 
form ourſelves into diſtinct Societies, ae- 
cording to our ſeveral Notions and Perſu- 
aſions, and to exerciſe our Religion in the 
Way our own Conſciences approve, with - 
out incommoding the Practice of ſuch as 
differ from us, inſtead of being improved 
by each Society, to the Advancement of 
true Piety towards Gop, and univerſal 

| Bene- 


| [ vii ] 

Benevolence amongſt Men, is made the 
Occaſion of mutual Contention and Ani- 
moſity between the ſeveral different Pro- 

feſſors of Chriſtianity. 

I x cannot indeed be n that all 
mould think and determine alike in all 
Points. Difference of Sentiment always 
did, and probably always will in many 
Reſpects, ſubſiſt amongſt Men; and Dif- 
ference of Opinion in Matters of Religion, 
naturally produces Diſputation. 

Bur the Diſputes among Chriſtians, in- 
ſtead of being conducted with that Spi- 
rit of Love and Gentleneſs which CHRIS 
recommended to his Diſciples, have often 
been expreſſed in a Strain of mutual In- 
vective, very unfuitable to the Religion 
they profeſs, and the End * pretend 
to have in View. | 


EER e has its Errors and Im- 


perfettions but all have ſeemed to aim 
21 ä | rather 


14 
rather at the expoſing and exaggerating 
thoſe of the different Profeſſion, than the 


4 


diſcovering and reforming their own. 
Tur Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church 
have been too zealouſly attached to their 
own particular Forms and ' Ceremonies. 
The Diſſenting Sects have as obſtinately 
contemned and rejected them, and carried 
their Oppoſition to ſo unreaſonable a 
Length, as to make the moſt innocent and 
innoffenſive Uſages of the Church a ** 
for their Separation. 0 | 
 MuTvar Prejudices have ſerved to 
widen the Breach between them. And 
though theſe Prejudices have lately in 
| ſome Degree ſubſided, and a general Diſ- | a 
poſition to Unity hath ſeemed to be taking 
Place; yet the Objections of particular 
Men to the Terms of Ordination in the 
eſtabliſhed Church, and the Meaſures ta- 
ken to obviate thoſe Terms, have revived 
$4371 8 the 


the Spirit of Contention, and produced 
many illiberal and virulent Reflections, as 
well as many candid and weighty Argu- 
ments on both ſides: But the 2 ſtill 
Tu Church ol, . being hs | 
which by the Laws of the State after the 
Reformation from Popery, was eſtabliſhed. 
as the public national Religion, and which. 
at this Time comprehends the Bulk of the 
People, is ſtill permitted to retain thoſe 
Revenues which by the Laws were appro- 
priated to the Support of public religious 
Teachers, and in this Reſpect ſtands diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the Legiſlature above thoſe 
leſſer Sects which have ſeparated from her. 
Bur in Point of religious Option and 
Practice, the Diſſenting Societies are no 
leſs free than the Followers of the Eſta- 
blſhment. - | ; 


TAEIR 


1 1 
Tuxix Congregations are unmoleſted, and 
the Proviſions they make for the Support of 
their reſpective Paſtors ſuffer no Violation 
by the civil Power, or the eſtabliſhed 
Church. And natwithflanding fome Laws 
heretofore enacted in their Disfavour, re-. 
main yet unrepealed, it muſt be allowed 
that partly through the preſent State of 
our Laws, and partly through the Wiſdom 
and Mildneſs of the Adminiſtration, the 
Moderation and Candour of the eftabliſh- 
ed Clergy, and the Spirit of the Times, 
every Society of diſſenting Proteſtants 
among us, do in Fact at this Time adopt 
their own Plan of Religion, and ' exerciſe 
it in their own ——_ 2 Fear of 
Moleſtation. Raton 
Sou of their Clergy have moreover 
taken Advantage of theſe Circumſtances 
to arrogate to themſelves the Liberty of 
n Reformation to that Church 
from 
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1 
from which they have ſeparated, whilſt 
in Reality the Practice in their own Soci- 


eties in many Reſpects, ſtands in equal 
Need of it. 


TREATISES have been inceſſantly pub- 
liſhed and diſperſed into every Part of the 
Kingdom to favour the Deſign ; and every 


ſpecious Argument hath been employed 


to diſparage that Mode of Religion which 
the Legiſlature hath eſpouſed, and which 
the major Part of the Community till 
profeſs, and to repreſent the eſtabliſned 
Clergy in the moſt unfavourable and in- 


jurious Light. 


TuEIR requiring Subſcription to certain 
Articles as Terms of Admiſſion to the Mi- 
niſtry in their Society, for the Sake of U- 
niformity and Order, and to prevent Diſ- 


order and Confuſion amongſt themſelves, 
hath been deſcribed under the formidable 


Names of ſpiritual Tyranny and anti- 
TH : chriſtian | 


( wit ) 


chriſtian Uſurpation, as if thoſe Terms 


were impoſed on the Teachers of every 
Profeſſion, or as if the refuſing: to admit 
Men as Miniſters in their Society, who re- 
ject their Terms, did totally exclude them 
from the Church of CuRISTH, or that the 
paſtoral Function could be no where ex- 
erciſed to good Effect, but in the Church 
of England. 5 

Tux Aboliſhing theſe Subſcriptions hath 
been repreſented as the Means of uniting 
all the different Seas in one common Aſ- 
ſembly for the public Worſhip. But if 
theſe are the only Bar to this general 
Union, what is it that keeps the ſeveral 
diſſenting Societies, whoſe | Paſtors are 
not ſubject to theſe Subſcriptions, in a 
State of Separation from each other? Why 
are they not united in one common Exer- 
ciſe of their Religion, whatever becomes 
of the Church of England? ; ward 


TAE 


—— 


[ xiv |] 

Tur Terms of this Church may indeed 
be conſidered as generally held forth to 
allreligious Miniſters, as they are free for 
the Acceptance of all; but none are com- 
pelled to accept them, who do not volun- 
tarily profeſs their Choice and Approba- 
tion of them. All who diſapprove of 
-them are at Liberty to follow their own 
Judgment, and to exerciſe their Miniſtry, 
in any other Society, whoſe Principles 
and Terms they can approve of; or even 
to form Societies agreeable to their own 
Opinions, without Control from the eſta- 
bliſhed Church. And therefore the Charges 
of ſpiritual Tyranny and anti-chfiftian 
Uſurpation brought againſt her Biſhops 
and Clergy, cannot be underſtòod to mean 
that Diſſenters are conſtrained to comply 
with their Terms, or follow their Rule' of 
Religion, but in Reality becauſe both the 
Clergy and Laity of the eſtabliſhed Church 
181 do 


1 
do not forſake what common Charity muſt 
ſuppoſe to be the Religion of their own 
Conſciences, and conform to the Opinions 
and Practice of Diſſenters. 

Taz Former are indeed inexcuſeable if 
they do not endeavour to reform whatever 
they may find amiſs in their religious In- 
ſtitution or Practice, and to make every 
poſſible Improvement therein. But eer- 
tainly there can be no Reaſon for their be- 
ing influenced by thoſe who have forſaken 
their Communion, to make any Reforma- 
tion in Favour of their Prejudices, contra- 
ry to their own Opinions, and thoſe of the 
Generality of their Followers. 

Om the other Hand, tho the eſtabliſhed 
Church may be allowed to comprehend a 
Majority of the Community, it cannot be 
a Reaſon that any Man ſhould conform 
to their Mode of Religion, contrary to the 
Dictates of his own Conſcience. - And 

| therefore 


( xvi ) 


therefore thoſe, who from conſcientious 


Motives have departed from her, and unit- 
ed with any other Society wherein they can 


practiſe Religion with greater Satis faction to 


themſelves, certainly do well in following 
their own Perſuaſions, ſo as they offer no 
Interruption to the Religion of thoſe who 


differ from them. 61 0 ot 
Bor this is not the Cale * thas Part 
of the Clergy who have undertaken,' and 
Mill continue to exerciſe their Miniſtry in 
the Church of England, and at the ſame 
Time openly revile and -condemn her 
Practice; who, tho they publicly diſ- 
avow the Terms, which after mature De- 


liberation they have ſolemnly and volun- 
tarily ſubſcribed, cannot prevail on them- 


ſelves to give up the Emoluments annexed 
to:thole Terms. „975 8 
Ix thoſe Terms were mee to them 
at the Time of their ſubſcribing, ho 


could 


5 


( wit. ) 

could they juſtify themſelves in making 
ſuch Subſcription ? If they have fince 
diſcovered them to be ſo, why do-they 
continue in the Exerciſe of a Miniſtry | 
whereof their Conſciences cannot approve? 
In their Concern for religious Freedom, 
they ſeem to have conſulted only their 
own Accomodation, without conſidering 
the Inconveniences that may ariſe to the 
 Generality of their own. Brethren of the 
lame Community by the * * 
claim to themſelves. 

THrt Sum of the Cale is chin Thoſs 
who diſapprove of. the. eſtabliſhed Mode 
of Religion, plead the Rights of Conſci- 
ence in Juſtification of their Demands for 
a Reformation of it. Thoſe who adhere 
to it, urge the ſame Reaſons for its Pre- 
ſervation, 

How then are all Parties to _ caisfied? 
How is. the ſupreme Magiſtrate to act, io 

B as 
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as to preſerve the public and peaceable 


Exerciſe of what himſelf and the main 


Body of the People, believe to be true 
Religion, and at the ſame Time to indulge 


the Scruples of thoſe who think otherwiſe? 
To extend the Revenues of the Church, 
which under Gor, are committed to his 


Patronage, to every different Teacher of 


Religion, without Caution or Piſtinction 


would be to induce Men of Principles and 


Notions contrary to the general Senſe of 
the Community, to diſcompoſe their re- 
ligious Practice, and be a Means of intro- 
ducing Confuſion and general Diſcontent. 
On the contrary, to compel all to, con- 
form to the Eſtabliſhment, would be a 
manifeſt Violation of Chriſtian Liberty. 
Bur if every Member of the State (whe- 


ther he approves of the eſtabliſhed Church, 


or prefers any diſſenting Profeſſion) be 
permitted to unite with that Society, 
wherein 


«& = 

wherein he can practiſe Religion moſt 
agreeably to his own Opinion, and every 
Society to follow their own Mode of Re- 
ligion without Reſtraint, is not FREE 
| Lizerry of ConSCIENCE granted to them 
all ? | 

Ap if every diſſenting Society among 
us, are already in Poſſeſſion of this Liberty, 
how can they juſtify their Attempts to 
interrupt their Chriſtian Brethren in the 
peaceable Exerciſe of that Priviledge, 
which they themſelves enjoy ? 

May not their Application to Parhament 
to compel the Followers of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, to admit in their Congregations, 
ſuch religious Teachers, as they have 
Reaſon to believe, would contradict their 
Notions, and embarraſs their Practice, be 
juſtly deemed an Attempt to violate that 
Mriſtian Liberty, which the Petitioners 
themſelves profeſs to contend for, and 

B 2 which 


t 
which all true Proteſtants allow to be the 
facred Right of eyery Chriſtian to himſelf, 
and of every Body of Chriſtians agreeing 
| together in the ſame religious Notions, 
and aſſociating themſelves for the 1 
Practice of Religion? 


Ir would indeed be happy for us, if 


all Chriſtians could ſo far agree in Senti- 
ment, as to join with one Accord in one 
common Celebration of the public Wor: 


ſhip, and it concerns all to conſider what 


are the likelieſt Means to en ſo 

deſirable an Union. 

- ARBITRARY and compulſive Meaſures 
have already been tried ; but Thanks be to 

| Gon, we have diſcovered them to be not 
only ineffectual, but anti-chriſtian. 


WI cannot expect that Animoſity and 


CTContention, mutual Reproaches and un- 
charitable Reflections on each other, will 
be conducive to it, or that the permitting 
I one 


one Society to interfere with, and obſtruct 
the Religion of another, will ever procure 
Wulst every Sect continues obſtinate- 
ly attached to their own Mode and Practice 
of Religion, it will not be poſſible for 
them to unite in one general Aſſembly, ; 
for the Exerciſe of joint and public Wor- 
ſhip, without Confuſion :-----Other Senti- 
ments muſt firſt take Place. 
Tux ſame peaceable, gentle and bene- 
volent Principles which actuated the firſt 
Planters of our moſt holy Religion, are 
ſtill neceſſary Virtues in all the Profeſſors 
of it. The fame honeſt Simplicity and 
ſteady Regard to Truth, which was ap- 
parent in the Former, in their propagating 
Chriſtianity, ſhould ſhll influence the lat- 
ter, 'inall their Endeavours to free it from 
thoſe Corruptions wherewith the Ages of 
Tyranny and Darkneſs have defaced it. 
TAE 


— — ñ — — 


our Detachment into ſeparate Societies 


ons to greater Advantage, it hath certainly 


xii ] 


Tut Spirit of religious Enquiry was 
perhaps never more prevalent than in the 
preſent Age; but the good Effects of our 
Enquiries, muſt depend on the Uſe we 
make of our ſeveral Diſcoveries. 

Ir Difference of Sentiment hath made 


neceſſary to the Freedom of Conſcience, 
and enabled us to purſue our Inveſtigati- 


been ſerviceable to true Religion: And 
however Gop may permit ſincere and 
well. intending Chriſtians, to be ſeparated 
from each other in the Exerciſe of their 1 
Religion, they are ſtill the Church of i 
Cuxkisr, that very Church which he hath 4 
promiſed to protect even to the End of the 4 F 
[ 


World. 

Wr all profeſs to ef and ſeek afar 
Truth: and the nearer every Society ad- 
vances towards it, the nearer they ap- 
proach to Unity with each other. 


1 | 

Ir Chriſtians of every Denomination 
would ſeriouſly conſider that they are 
all Diſciples of one and the ſame Loxp, 
and followers of one and the ſame Religion 
(tho' in different Ways). If they would 
cheriſh- a benevolent and friendly Inter- 
courſe with each other, and make the ſame 
charitable Allowance to all Others; which 
they crave for themſelves, they would 
behold the Religion of JzsUs Curisr, in 
a Light very different from that in which 


the Spirit of Partiality and * re- 
preſents it. | 1 
An1MosrTIEs about external Forms and 
doubtful Points of Speculation, would 
ſoon begin to decline; and (tho not per- 
fect - Unity of Sentiment) a general Har- 
mony of Hearts would gradually take 


Place among them. 


And if every diſtinct Wann would 


ſtudiouſly endeavour. to improve their 
Mode 


() 
Mode of Religion amongſt themſelves, to 
thoſe great and good Ends, for which 
Chriſtianity was intended, The Effects it 
would produce, would in Time convince 


them which of the ſeveral different Pro- 


feſſions deſerved the Preference and in- 
fluence them accordingly. 

Fon wherever Chriſtians: are free from 
religious Compulſions, and permitted to 
make the beſt: Uſe of their Reaſon and 
the holy Scriptures, the genuine Doctrines 
become by Degrees more perfectly and 
generally underſtood: And in Propor- 
tion to their Advancement in Light and 
Knowledge, Truth will have its Influence 
on rational and ſober Minds. The wiſeſt 
Chriſtians will neceſſarily forſake what 
their Conſciences cannot approve, and 
prefer and embrace that Mode of Religion, 
which their Reaſon convinces them, 1s 
moſt agreeable to the Inſtitutions of its 
divine Author. | Burt 


n 
Hor to engage the civil Power to dil- 
. ompoſe the Religion of one Society to 
4 ratify the Prejudices of another, will 
I = ſerve to increaſe Animoſity and cre- 
U ate Confuſion, till Time and Providence 
hall have produced more favourable Cir- 
'q pumſtances than the preſent, for a general 
4 niformity of Practice. 

Tus and other like Conſiderations, 
I prevailed on me to employ ſome of thoſe 
F-eifure' Hours, which a Multiplicity of 
4 orldly Buſineſs would allow me, in 
I penning the following Strictures, wherein 


nd ſketching the Outlines of divine Re- 
l oy I have endeavoured to trace Re- 
| Peion to its Fountain, and to ſhew that it 
Wn is what Gop hath declared it to be, 
* the only ſolid Foundation both of our 
1 eſent and future Happineſs. 


* 

* . 
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i) I 
Tur the Religion taught by Jxsus J 1 
4 


CaurisT and his Apoſtles, is that true Re- 


ligion which came from Gop, which (if 
we practiſe with Sincerity of Heart as we 2 
believe they taught it) will ſecure both 
our Peace of Mind in this Life, and our I 
compleat Happineſs: in a Life to corae, to 1 
whatever Society or Denomination of 
Chriſtians we may belong. 7 I 
Ax that moſt of the Diſputes among I 
Chriſtians about external Forms, which in- 23 
deed are but the Shadows of Religion, 9 
ſerye only to detach Men from a due 1 
Regard to thoſe ſubſtantial Duties which | 


lead to the Happineſs of every Inividual } 


apart, and of the whole e in 
general. 3E 1 11 4 
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Za VERY Man hath a Principle of 
F 405 Self-love and Self- preſervation 
$ implanted in him, which leads 

him to ſhun whatever he con- 
ceives may give him Pain or Diſquietude, 


and to embrace whatever he ſuppoſes may 


afford him Benefit or Pleaſure. Brutes 
poſſeſs this Faculty as well as Men; but to 


be conſcious of the Poſſeſſion of it, to con- 


template and trace it to its original Foun- 
tain, to diſcover and underſtand its gene- 
ral as well as particular Uſe and Tenden- 
cy, and to improve and apply it in every 
Exigency and Circumſtance of Life, un- 
der a due Senſe of its divine Author, and 
his Wiſdom. in beftowing it, is not in the 


Power of Brutes, but peculiar to rational 


C and 


1-3 3 

and intelligent Beings : and this denotes 
Man to be of a Capacity and Dignity ſu- 

| perior to Brutes. The Wiſdom and Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind conſiſts in their making 


a right Uſe of this excellent Faculty ; and 


all the Miſeries that have befallen the hu- 
man Race, have ſprung from the Neglect 
or Abuſe of it. 

Every Man wiſhes Happineſs to him- 


ſelf, but too many place it in wrong Ob- 


jets, and are thereſpre diſappointed in 
the Purſuit of it. 


Man conſiſts of a Soul and a peas: TE 
Body like thoſe of Brutes was formed of 
earthly Materials, and muſt like them re- 
turn to Earth ſrom whence it was taken ; 
but the Soul of Man can never die; when 


Death has ſeparated it from its earthly Ta- 


bernacle, it will ſtill exiſt, and be in a 


State of Happineſs or Miſery, according as 


it hath been employed in this Life, It is 


the Will of the great Creator of all Things 
that all Men ſhould be happy, and he 
hath given them ſuch Information of their 


own Nature and his Will, as is neceſſary. 
to make them fo. Their Conformity to 


what 


1 earthly Bodi 


E 

what Gop hath made known to them as 
bis Will, is their certain Way to. Happi- 
neſs, and he hath given them Reaſon and 
Underſtanding to perceive and know it, 
and Freedom of Will and Action to obey 
and purſue it ſo that the whole Man both 
Soul and Body, may in a future State 
be made co leatly happy. For tho our 
are to be deſtroyed by 
Death, committed to the Grave and moul- 
dered into Duſt, yet by the Power of the 
Almighty who formed them, they will be 
raiſed again from their State of Corruption 


and Death, and reanimated and fitted for 
their future Deſtination either to Bliſs or 


Woe, according to what they have done in 
this Life. Therefore the higheſt Wiſdom 


9 of Man conſiſts in his having a due Regard 
to his ſpiritual and eternal Intereſt, and 


_ 
8. 44 


purſuing ſuch Meaſures for ſecuring it as 
Goo hath thought fit to point out to him. 
Ir muſt be acknowledged that the 


State of Mankind is truly lamentable 


whenever this important Concern becomes 
generally neglected: When that which ſo- 
11d Reaſon repreſents as moſt valuable and 

38 "$4 com- 


{4 ) 


commendable (as being conducive to their 
real Perfection and Happineſs) is treated 
with Indifference and Neglect, and what- 
ever is deſtructive of their truc{t and beſt 
Intereſt is eſpouſed and purſued. But 
however ſnocking to ſober Reaſon ſuch a 
Situation may be, it appears to be too 
much. the Caſe of this Age and this Nation 
in particular; for altho' the Senſe of Virtue 


is not wholly extinguiſhed amongſt us, 


tho there {till are many good Men remain- 
ing, yet it muſt be owned that a growing 
Licentiouſneſs and Immorality hath taken 
Place; and whoever ſeriouſly reflects on 
it may ſoon diſcover Tome of the princi- 
pal Cauſes. . 
Wnuorvrx hath a ſacred Regard: to the 
Honour of Gop, and that holy Religion 
which Jzsus Cukisr came down from 
Heaven to eſtabliſh on Earth, if he has 
any real Charity for Mankind, any Deſire 
to promote Peace and Felicity in the 
World, any Belief of a future State, and 
any true Hopes of Rewards therein to 
Virtue and Piety, will at leaſt ſind himſelf 
inclined to uſe ſome Endeavours to ſtem 
that 


* 


(SY 
that Torrent of Irreligion and Infidelity, 
which is broke in upon us, and to prevent 
the miſchievous Effects of that general 
Diſſipation and immoderate Love of Plea- 
ſure, which ſpring originally from the 
ſame Cauſes, ,viz. the Neglect or Abuſe of 
divine Revelation, and prevails more or 
leſs in all Ranks of People, and threatens 
us with approaching Miſery and Calamity. 
- Ir we trace Religion to its Fountain, if 
we enquire into the human Nature, and 
ſketch but the Out-lines of divine Revela- 
tion, we ſhall find it to be what the great 
Author of it intended it to be, viz. the 


only ſolid Foundation both of our preſent 


and future Happineſs. The Reaſonableneſs 
of ſuch Laws as tend to the Preſervation 
of the common Happineſs of Mankind, 
plainly ſuggeſts the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of the ſovereign Law-giver,, and the Neceſ- 
ſity of Obedience. Ifall the Laws of Piety 


and Morality which Reaſon and Religion 


teach were to be caſt off, if all the Rules of 
Modeſly, Temperance, Civility and Sub- 
ordination, the conſcious Senſe of Honeſty 


and the Principles of Charity were to be 


diſregarded 


1 
diſregarded amongſt Men, who then could 
be ſafe or happy? And how could any 
falutary Regulation be ſupported without 
ſome Senſe and Regard of Religion and 


its Obligation? A general Neglect of this 


in every Nation where it has taken Place, 
has commonly been the Prelude to Diſ- 
traction and general Miſery. The Hiſtory 
of almoſt every Nation will furniſh us with 


Exemplifications of this Truth: And a 


little Reflection on the preſent State of our 
own Country will convince us, that a Con- 
tempt of the Laws of Gop and Religion, 
hath been the Cauſe of Licentiouſneſs, 
Faction, Diſcontent, Diſorder and Op- 
poſition to the Laws of civil Government 
on the one Part, and of Corruption, Ve- 
nality, Arrogance, and unconſtitutional 
Meaſures on the other; and what can the 
End of ſuch Diſorders be if perſevered in, 
but Anarchy, Confuſion, and univerſal 
Miſery and Diſtreſs ? | 


Ir is indeed no Wonder that Religion 
is become lightly regarded by the illiter- 


ate and lower Claſs of People, that all Re- 
fraint on the inordinate Deſires and Incli- 
nations 


46 
nations of Men ſhould in a great Degree be 
taken off, and every Kind of Vice become 
XZ fcaſhionable, whilſt the Example of ſo ma- 
1 ny Perſons of elevated Rank and Station, 
(whoſe Importance in Life 1s very apt to 
influence the Vulgar) ſo powerfully leads 
the Way: No Wonder that we find the 
very Being of Gop openly derided, and 


q | the moſt horrid and ſenſeleſs Impieties 
countenanced, whilſt the Rich and Great 


are ſo devoted to Diſſipation and Pleaſures, 
ſo immerſed in Debauchery and every 
Species of Licentiouſneſs, that the very 
Notion of a holy and righteous Gop brings 
Nothing but Horror to their Apprehenſions. 
For the Belief of an omniſcient, almighty, 
holy and righteous Being, who regards 
the Actions of Men, and who will ſurely 
puniſh them for the Abuſe and Violation 
of his Laws, is ſuch a Bar to the Proſecu- 
tion of their ambitious Views, and the 
2 Gratification of their ſenſual Inclinations, 
chat they muſt, if poſſible, at any Rate 
remove it from their Minds. Their Con- 
duct induces them to wiſh there was no 
Gov, and their Deſires and Diſpoſitions ſo 
X operate 


3 
operate on their Underſtandings, that their 
Willingneſs to have it ſo, ſerves them as a 
Reaſon for their Belief of it. Their na- 
tural Reaſon convinces them, that if the 
World and all Things therein, were cre- 
ated by a wiſe and juſt Gop, he certainly 
will require of his rational and intelli- 


gent Creatures Duties adequate to their 


Faculties, and bring them to Account and 
puniſh them for the Abuſe of his Gifts. 


They cannot therefore by any Means think 


themſelves ſecure in their Vices and Plea- 
ſures whilſt their Minds are impreſſed with 
the Senſe and Belief of the Deity. _ 
TE Licentiouſnefs of unbridled Wit, 
hs Taſte'and Attatchment to ſenſual En- 
joyments, the Views of unbounded Am- 
bition and Avarice, and the Pride of con- 
ceited Philoſophy are irreconcileable with 


the Doctrines of Chriſtian Piety, Meekneſs, 


Humility, Modeſty, Charity, Temperance 
and Self-denial: And for Men, who pre- 
tend to a greater Degree of Light and 
Knowledge than Others, to conſeſs the 
Being of a God, as the Creator, Governor 
and Sanya of Mankind, and at the ſame 

Time 


6 


Time in all their Meaſures and Purſuits in 
'$ Life to act in open Oppoſition and Defi- 
1 ance of his Laws, would call their boaſted 
= Superiority of Wiſdom greatly in Queſtion, 
and make them juſtly liable to the Impu- 
tation of Abſurdity and palpable Inconſif- 
tency, in the Judgment and Opinion of all 
reaſonable Men. 

To obviate this Difficulty, and to kk 
their Principles and Practice appear uni- 
form and conſiſtent (whatever their inward 
Conviction to the contrary may be) they 
find 1t neceſſary to ridicule both the Ex- 
iſtence of God, and the Obligation of thoſe 
Laws which are ſuppoſed to come from 
Him; to diſown the Authority of the 
Chriſtian Religion, deny all Revelation, 
and treat with Contempt the Doctrine of 
the Soul's Immortality, and of a future 
State of Rewards to Virtue, and Puniſh- 
ments to Vice; and this they repreſent as 
the Diſcovery of extraordinary Wiſdom and 
Diſcernment, not to be expected in vulgar 
Minds: But let us conſider the Merit and 
Tendency of this ſuppoſed Wiſdom. 


D Sovesosixe 


13% 
| Syppos1NG, the Reality of a ſuture Judg- 
ment and State of Happineſs or Miſery, to 
be Matters of Uncertainty (which by the 
Way they cannot by their moſt fubtil Ar- 
guments maintain) even in this Cafe, the 
believing and virtuous Part of Mankind 
prove themſelves to be the truly wife Men ; 
for, ſhould there indeed prove to be ſuch 
a State, they are laying a Foundation for 
ſecuring to themſelves a bliſsful Eternity: 
And even if they ſhould happen to have 


been Miſtaken in their Notions, they will 


nevertheleſs be upon an Equality with 
thoſe who have rejected the Belief of it: 
Whereas the Others, for the Sake of a 
ſort-livd Vanity in this World, renounce all 
Claim to a Participation in that promiſed 
Happineſs, cut off every pleaſing Hope 
and ſolid Comfort, and 'wlfully expoſe 
themſelves to the Danger of a miſerable 


Futurity, mould there in Reality prove to 


be a future State of Puniſhment to Unbe- 
lievers and wicked Men; and are there- 

fore Fools to themſelves in Neue their 
own Security. 3 
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Bur whatever theſe over-wiſe Men may 
ſay or pretend to believe, the Notion of 
an ALMIGHTY and ALL-WisE CREATOR 
and Governor of the Univerle, is ſo 
ſtrongly implanted in the human Mind, 
even by the Light of Nature, that it is not 
eaſy to ſuppoſe it can by any Arguments 
whatever be wholly baniſhed from it, 
ſince the more it is exerciſed in Contem- 
plation and the Uſe of ſolid Reaſon, the 
greater of Neceſlity will be our Conviction 
and Confirmation of the Truth of that Idea. 
No one can argue againfl it without doing 
Violence to the natural Notions of Truth, 
by affirming what he cannot poſſibly prove, 
or denying what he can by no Means re- 
fute: Every Object we contemplate ſeryes 
to eſtabliſh and confirm us in the Belief 


bol it. 


Cx we conſider the wonderful Struc- 
ture and vaſt Expanſe of the boundleſs 
Univerſe, the magnificent Splendor, Or- 


der and Motion of the heavenly Orbs, the 


Vegetation and various Beauties and Pro- 
perties of Trees and Plants, the Propaga- 
tion, Succeſſion and different Nature of 

D 2 Animals. 


„ 
Animals, and their continued Preſervation, 
in the Figure, Motions, and Inſtincts pe- 
culiar to their reſpective Species, the Na- 
ture and Effects of Air, Fire and Water, 
or any of the Works of Nature, with their 
Beauty, Variety, Uſefulneſs and wiſe Con- 
trivance, without diſcerning the Author 
of them? From what Source can we de- 


rive thoſe admirable Faculties wherewith 


the Mind of Man is endued ? Can we pol- 
fibly ſuppoſe ſuch harmonious and regular 
Perfections to be the Production of unad- 
viſed and undefigning Chance, and that this 
Chance ſtill continues and preſerves them 
uniform and unaltered in their ſeveral ac- 
cidental Channels! * | 
We cannot meditate on theſe Things 
feriouſly without concluding even Nature 
itſelf to have been produced and conduct- 
ed by an ALL-wisE and OMNIPOTENT Au- 
THOR: We. cannot trace Things up to 
their Origin without arriving at forme pri- 
mary Source, ſome ALL-SUFFICIENT and 
SELF-EXISTENT CAUSE, and what can that 
be but Gop ? Effects without a Cauſe, an 
infinite Series of Cauſes, a fortuitous Con- 
courſe 
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Ws 
courſe of Atoms, are ſuch Ab/urdities, that 


one cannot ſuppoſe any Man ſo unreaſon- 
able as to deceive himſelf with the Belief 


of it. 


ls we appeal to our Reaſon we can- 
not but acknowledge the Obviouſneſs of 
St. Paul's Remark on this Argument, viz. 
As every Houſe is built by ſome Man, jo he 
that built all Things is Gov, Heb. iii. 4. 
WuArEVvER Pride, Stupidity, Igno- 
rance, faiſe Reaſoning or habitual Wick- 
edneſs may induce Men to ſay, they can- 
not in Earneſt be brought to believe they 
made themſelves, or that they were fur- 
niſhed with Capacity of Contemplation and 
Reflection, Underſtanding, Reaſon, Speech, 


Will and Action by mere Chance; or even 
*Z that Gon almighty made ſuch admirable 
= Creatures for no greater Deſign than mere- 


ly to paſs a few tranfient Years on Earth 
in trifling Amuſement, or ſenſual Gratifi- 
cations ; or without intending to take fur- 
ther Care and Cognizance of them here, 
and calling them to Account, and puniſh- 
ing them for the Abuſe of thoſe ſuperior 
Faculties, which ſo eminently diſtinguiſh 


30 them 
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them from all the other Creatures upon 


Earth. | | | 
. In ſhort, no Man can deny the Being of 


Gov, till he hath diveſted himſelf of the 
moſt obvious Notices and Principles of 


human Reaſon and Underſtanding ; for as 
Nothing can produce Nothing, every Thing 
that had a Beginning muſt have had a 
Cauſe, and there muſt have been ſome Be- 
ing without a Beginning and without a 
Cauſe, telf-exiſtent, even Gop the Cauſe Y 
all Things. 

Tux Belict of a Goo neceſſarily carries 
with it ſome Senſe of Adoration and O- 
bedience, and leads the Believer to the 
Enquiry and Purſuit of what he appre- 
hends to be the Will of the Deity, with 
Reſpect to his own Conduct and Deport- 
ment, Accordingly we find the moſt bar- 
barous and ignorant Nations have gene- 
rally annexed the one. to the other ; altho' 
in their unenliglitened State, their Notions 


both of Goy's Nature and their own Duty, 


have every where been ae aa un- 
worthy, _ | b 


WF © 
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A Ir we believe there is a Gop who made 
1 


all Things, we cannot but believe that he 
is a wiſe, omnipotent and good Being; for 
his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Power, are 
as conſpicuous to the Eye of Reaſon, as his 
Works themſelves: And therefore we muſt 
believe that the ſame Wiſdom, Goodneſs, . 
and Power, which produced ſuch an infi- 
4 nite Variety of Creatures, with ſuch va- 
rious Faculties and Powers, ſtill upholds 
and preſerves their Being and Nature, 
with a View to their anſwering thoſe wiſe 
and good Ends for which they were creat- 
ed; and that Mankind in particular were 
endued with Reaſon and Underſtanding to 
enable them to know their Creator, to direct 
them in the Inveſtigation of the Nature of 
Things, to diſcover their good or evil Ten- 
dency, and to guide their Actions and 
MNoeaſures accordingly. | 
FT. ux Principles of moral Good and Evil, 
are fo legible in all the Contrivance and 
2X Appearances of our Nature, fo neceſfary 
to the Preſervation and Well-being of 
Mankind, their Equity ſo apparent, and 
their Utility ſo obvious, in all the Actions 
of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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of human Life, that no reaſonable Man 
can reflect thereon; without being ſenſible 
of the Neceſſity and Obligation of Laws to 


f ſupport them; and that it is impoſſible 
| for human Society to ſubſiſt without ſame 
Regard to their Authority. 

| Tut Wiſdom and Goodneſs of divine 
; Providence is therefore apparent in ap- 
| pointing to Mankind by exprefs Revelation, 
fuch Laws and Ordinances as are ſuitable 


to their Nature and Circumſtances, to eſ- 

| tabliſh their Belief and Dependance on 
| Gor, as their Creator and Governor, and 
| procure the Happineſs of every Individual 
in ſuch a Way as might tend to the Pre- 

fervation of the Happineſs of the whole 
Community: ; and in letting them know 

that it is his Will they ſhould comply with 9 

thoſe Laws and Ordinances, if they would 

| eſcape the Miſeries, and enjoy the real 
_ Comforts even of this Life, and this under 
=_ the Aſſurance of {till greater Rewards to 
| 28 the Obedient, and Puniſhments to the 


Diſobedient in a Future State. 
Wurx 1 ſpeak of Revelation, I mean no 


| other than what is contained in the Books 
BY | of 


J 


0 be, the Author of any Thing ab/urd or 


I 7 1 

of the Old and New Teftament, which we 
have all the Reaſon in the World. to be- 
lieve came from GoD,, and contain whats 
ever is expedient for Mankind to know 
of the divine Will, whatever is neceſſary 
to their Peace and Well-being here, and 
their Happineſs hereafter. 

Heatlens and Mahometans have indeed 
pretended a divine Revelation for the 
Support of their ſeveral Religions; but if 
we examine the Doctrines which theſe 
X Religions advance, we ſhall find them al- 
= /urd, unreaſonable, and vain; and there- 

fore we cannot but reject their Pretenſions 
to a Revelation from Gop, ſince we can- 
I not ſuppoſe the omniſcient, all-wiſe and 
V righteous Creator and Governor of all Things 


id ad unreaſonable. | 
X . As to the Pagan Religion, it is a Mixture 
ol Inconjiftency, Vanity and Folly ; their Ads 
ol Religion a Scene ofY/qglſh, lewd and ri- 
= aculous Practices, unworthy of rational 
EY Beings, as they by no Means tend to the 
; Glory of Gop, or to the Happincl of 
: Mankind. 1 *  Þ 
E _ Can 


[8] 
Ca we ſuppoſe that Gop would direct 
Men to pay divine Worſhip to any of his 
Creatures, the Sun, Moon, or Stars, or to 
the Spirits of departed Men, ſuch of them 
too, as in their Lives were odious and 
deteſtable, guilty of Murder, Rapine, 
Theft, Treachery, Parricide, Adultery, 
and every Species of Vice and Villany, 
every Practice deſtructive of the Peace and 
Well-being of their Fellow-Creatures ? Or 
to the vileſt Brute Beaſts, or to Things in- 
anitflat6) the Works of their own Hands, 
and even to empty Names and Shadows ? 
Yet we find theſe were the Gods they 
worſhiped and adored; to theſe they of- 
fered their ſolemn Prayers; and in theſe 
they confided for Protection and Safety, 
Support and Proſperity. Could we pro- 
pole any Satisfaction, or expect any Bene- 
fit worthy of a rational Creature in ſuch a 
Faith and ſuch a Religion as this ? 5 
Ixs EAD of thatffHfental — and 
Confidence, that ſolid Satisfaction which 
ariſes from the Worſhip of the one ſupreme 
God, the Creator and Governor of all Things, 
in een a Way as our Reaſon aſſures us 
will 
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4 will procure us his favourable Regard and 
ET entitle us to his almighty Protection, we 


could not but know that we were paying 


8 divine Honours to helpleſs Creatures, from 
& whom we never could receive that Suc- 


cour and Support we ſtand in Need of, 
and ſhould therefore in our very Acts of 
pPiety be ſinning againſt the Light of Na- 
ture, and ſubverting every rational and 


beneficial End of true Religion: and 


© therefore we cannot be perſuaded that 


ſuch a Religion came from God. 

As to the Pretence of divine Revelation 
in Support of Mahometanſm, we ſhall up- 
on cloſe Enquiry find it to be merely the 
Contrivance of a crafty Impoſtor, with the 


View of attaining to an arbitrary and deſ- 


© potic Sovereignty over a mixed Multitude, 


XX conſiſting of ignorant or wicked Chriſtians, 
abandoned Jews, and ſavage Arabs, whole 


different Notions and Perſuaſions required 


great Art and Subtility to reduce them to 
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Obedience under one and the © ane Go- 
vernment. 

TuIs complicated Syſtem of Religion 
was therefore invented and adapted ac- 
| E 2 cordingly, 


2% ] 
cordingly, divers Particulars being intro- 
duced in the Compoſition of it, agreeable 
to the Notions of Chriſtzans, of Fews, and 
of Pagans, to ſooth their ſeveral Hopes and 
Expectations, and to conciliate and unite 
them in Subjection to their common Ty- 
rant. | | 
T xx Pretence of its being revealed from 
Heaven was the moſt likely Artifice to 
prevail on the ignorant and credulous Part 
of them, and the Promiſe of a Paradiſe of 
ſenſual Delights, was a powerful Induce- 


ment to the Profligate. The Injunction of 


certain external Rites and Ceremonies ob- 
ſerved in each of the different Religions 
was a likely Means to gain over the Su- 
perſtitious of each Perſuaſion. And the 
Introduction of certain Doctrines of Faith 
and Morality agreeable to right Reaſon, 
was the only Contrivance that could be 
expected to engage the Attention and Re- 
gard of the rational and conſiderate Part 
of them. And as to thoſe amongſt them 
who could not be prevailed upon by ei- 
ther of the aforementioned Arts, the In- 
fluence of deſpotic Power, and the Terror 
13 of 


*x4% 
© 
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of the Sword remained to be a an Awe and 


El. 

1 | 

a Compulſion. 4 | 
4 wy 'N ; 


Tuis pretended Revelation is contained 
in a Book called The Koran, or Alchoran: 
The Author of it was one Mahaomet, an 
Arabian, who is ſaid to have been born 
at Mecca, in the Year of CHRIST 571, and 
deſcended of the eldeſt Branch of an ho- 
nourable Tribe; but his Family were at 
that Time much reduced. His Uncle Abus 
taleb, who was a Merchant, took him into 
his Service, and he traded for him into 


Egypt, Syria, and Paleſtine. '(Here he be- 
came acquainted with certain eus and 


Chriſttans, by whoſe Aſſiſtance he was en. 
abled to compoſe his Alchoran. He was 
afterwards invited into the Service of a 


rich Widow named Kadigu, for whom he 


carried on a Trade to. Damaſcus and other 
Places, and whom he ſoon married, and 


thereby became one mw the richeſt Men 
an Mecca. | 


Havi taken Notice 105 * numerous 


Sects and Diviſions amongſt Chriſtiuns, in 


his Journeys to Paleſtme, Sc. he thought 


it 1 be practicable for him to intro- 


duce 


1 

duce a new Religion, and by that Means 
make himſelf both the High Prieſt. and 
Sovereign of the People, which he art- 
fully propoſed to do by pretending to 


revive the primitive Way of Worſhip and 


Purity practiſed by the antient Patriarchs. 
His firſt Step was to gain the Admira- 
tion of the People by his Devotion and 
abſtemious Life, and therefore retired e- 
very Morning into a Cave near Mecca, 
where he is ſaid to have ſpent his Time in 
Praying, Faſting, and other Acts of Mor- 
tification : And when he returned Home, 
he uſed to entertain his Wife and Family 
with an Account of the Viſions he had 
ſeen,” and the ſtrange Voices he had heard 
in his Retirement. 

HA vIiNd continued this practice Sr two 
Y ears, and acquired a great Reputation 
for his Sanctity, he ventured publicly to 
declare himſelf a Prophet ſent from' Gap 
to reclaim his heatheniſh Countrymen 


from their Idolatry, and to compel them 
to embrace what he delivered as the true 


— ſent from G. N 
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1 
Hz did not deny the Miſſion of Isus 
CHRIST, or Moes, or the divine Authority 
of the Old and New Teſtament; but charged 
both Jews and Chriſtians with corrupting 
the ſacred Scriptures, and declared he 
was ſent to purge them from their Errors, 
and to reſtore the Law of Gop to its pri- 
4 | mitive Purity: after which he proceded 
4 to publiſh his Alchkoran, which he pretend- 
ed was brought to him from Gov, by 
the Angel Gabriel. 05 i 
9 | © AMONGST other Dette Ki! taught, 
| That there is but one Gop, gracious and mer- 
XX ciful, the Lord of the whole Untverſe----that 
4 Nen are to reſign themſelves to im. that all 
A = who obey him will certainly be rewarded, and 
at thoſe who diſobey him wall Jure be n 
X hed, and the like. 
Bur as theſe Doctrines had been taught 
before the Days of Mahomet, both in the 
= 7ewſh and Chriſtian Scriptures, and as 
X Mahomet had the Opportunity of conſulting 
them both, and was acquainted with many 
Perſons of both Profeſſions, there is great 
Reaſon to believe that all ſuch Parts of the 
Alchoran were borrowed from them: For 
_ 


24 
altho' he aſſerted that his Alchoram was ſent 
from Gov, yet he declared that the Scrip- 
tures both of the Old and New T:ftoment, 
came from Gop allo. Now the Alchoran 
in many Parts of it, directly contradicts 
the Old and Neu Leſlament, and therefore 
it is abſurd to ſuppoſqthey all came from 
Vo; for if Gop be perfectly omniſcient 
and wiſe, and invariably}.righteous and 
true, (which all Reaſon aſſures us he is) 
he could not declare one Thing to be. true 
at one Time, and quite the reverſe at ano- 


ther: And if the Old and New Teftament I 
came from God, (as Mahomet himſelf con- 


feſles they. did) they certainly were true, 


come from Gow. 
Bsipks, we may * chat FOE 
Batis of the Alchoran itſelf directly contra- 


Reaſon for rejecting it as a divine Revela- 
tion. And as to Mahomet himſelf, if-the 


Hiſtory of him be true, he was a moſt 


mag Hypocrite, inhuman, cruel, 
| and 


and the Alchoran, which was publiſhed al. 
ter them, and contradicted them, could 
not be true alſo, and therefore Soul not 


diets other Parts of it, which is another 


( 25. ) 


and libidinous; and can we ſuppoſe. the 


great Gop of Purity and Truth, Mercy 
and Righteouſneſs, would chuſe ſo vile 


and diſſolute a Wretch as he appears to 


have been, to reveal his ſacred Will to 


Mankind? Or can we believe that the 
Joys of Paradiſe prepared by Gop for 
good and holy Men, ſhould conſiſt (as he 
= declares. they will) of laſcivious Indul- 


gence and ſenſual Enjoyments? Beſides, 


the Alchoran contains ſo many blaſþhemous 
Stories, fo many abſurd, ridiculous and in- 
credible Relations, that whenever it is ex- 
8 armined with ſober Reaſon, it cannot but 

appear in its proper Light, and be con- 
ſidered as a. crafty and politic Contri- 
vance, and an impudent Impoſition on the 
World. 


Alrno' Mahomet was ſo able and abſolute 


an JImpoſtor, he did not dare to pretend to 
open Miracles, the great Criterion of divine 
Truth, and the Baſis of thoſe Revelations, 
by 1 he would endeavour to imitate, and which 
be acknowledged to have been wrought 


in Atteſtation of their divine Origin. Ma- 


ny, it is ſaid, urged him to produce them, 


F many 


( 26 ) 

Sky aſked Signs of him, but he artfully 
evaded the Trial, and in many Parts of 
his Alchoran ſeems more embarraſſed to 
ſhift off the Charge of Impoſture incurred 
by not manifeſting his Vocation by thoſe 
Signs, than to eftabliſh his Doctrines. E- 
ven his own Uncle and Relations feemed 
2 on this Account to deteſt his Impoſition. 
Ir anfwered however his main Purpoſe, 
by raiſing him to an abſolute Sovereignty, 
and he thereupon not only commanded 
an implicit Belief of his Alchoran, but 
compelled Obedience thereto by the 
Sword, and prohibited all Examination of, 
and Diſputes concerning its Truth and 


Authority under Pain of Death, which is [ 
a ſtrong Argument that he himſelf be- 


lieved fuch Enquiries, if allowed, would 
diſcover and prove it to be all a Cheat, 


As to the Jewiſh Religion, it has all the ge- 4 


nuine Marks of divine Original, and who- 
ever reads the Particulazs of it, contained 


in the Writings of the Old Teftament, with 


Jerious Attention and impartial Reaſon, muſt Ix 


be convinced that it came from Gop; and 
will eaſily perceive it to be a Revelation 


. = 


(ny 
olf ſo much of the divine Will as was ne- 
ceſſary to prepare Mankind for the Chrift- 
ian Revelation compriſed in the Books of 
q the New Teſtament. No one can believe 
= the divine Authority of the latter without 
allowing that of the former, and whoever 
Zacknowledges the divine Authority of 
both, hath all the Reaſon in the World 
to believe they contain the waoLE RE- 
3 VELATION of the Will of Gop to Man- 
ind. 
3 1 Wirnovr this Revelation our Know- 
ledge both of Gop and ourſelves, would 
have been very deſective, as we may per- 
N ceive by the Notions and Practices of un- 
enlightened Nations. We could not with- 
I 4 put them have framed to ourſelves any 
Qviſe and beneficial Laws either moral or 
| religious, but by various careful Obſer- 
vations and elaborate Trains of Reaſoning, 
and even then our beſt Concluſions would 


I have been imperfect. s 

4 $ Tux Light of Nature indeed diſcovers 
che Being of a Gov, and ſuggeſts ſome O- 

bligation of Worſhip and Obedince to the 

petty, but our natural Reaſon is not ca- 

EA pable 


( 8) 
pable of diſcovering all that is neceſſary | 
for us to know in this Reſpect without the 
Aid of divine Revelation; ſo that without 
the Scriptures we had remained in Dark- 
neſs and Uncertainty both as to the Per- | 
fections of the Deity and our own Duty 
and Happineſs. 
Bur in theſe ſacred Records we find, 
not only the Being of Gop aſſerted and 
his Nature diſplay'd, but all that is ne- x 
ceſſary for us to know and to do towards 
our own Perfection and Happineſs, is 
therein plainly taught and revealed. By Y 
theſe we diſcover what Relation we ſtand 3 
in with Reſpect to Gop; what his gra- 
cious Purpoſes towards us are; and what 
he requires at our Hands. I 
Tux Publication of theſe divine Truths * 
to Mankind was attended with ſo many, 
and ſuch evident and indiſputable Tokens 
of ſupernatural Power ard Authority, that 
no reaſonable- Man who reads them can I | 
doubt their divine Original. They pre- 
* ſent us with a brief, but uniform and 
* conſiſtent View (given in ſeveral diſtant 
Ages of the World, by Perſons inſpired i 


66 d Y 
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( 29 ) 
F 8 e and conducted by a Shirit which ſaw thro? 
X < Futurity) of all the Tranſactions of the 
= <« ALmicaTtyY with Regard to the rational 
= <« Inhabitants of this Earth, that were ne- 
I © ceſſary to be made known to them; giv- 
ing us ſome Account, either hiſtorical 
bor prophetical of almoſt every Thing 
great and important in the Courſe of di- 
vine Providence, that has been, or is to 
be tranſacted on the vaſt Theatre of the 
World, during the whole Time of its 
being inhabited (at leaſt by our Species) 
from its firſt Change from a Chaos to an 
| XX © habitable World, till it ſhall again be 
reduced to a Chaos by Fire. And not 
t only ſo, but opening to us a View be- 
XX © yond Death and Time into ET ERNI Tv, 
; bringing to, Light the World of Spirits, 
Xx © and diſcloſing innumerable intereſting 
= © Truths, which no human Sagacity could 
have diſcovered. *” 
Il theſe ineflimable Books all ſuch Laws 
= as are neceſſary to the Peace, Security and 
== Happineſs of Mankind, are diſtinctly laid 
don in particular Rules and Precepts, 
ROY made 


* Youth's friendly Monitor. 


| 6360 
made eaſy to our Practice by familiar In- 
ſtances and Examples in Life, and enforced 
under the moſt obvious and prevalent 
Motives of Reaſon, by the annexing Hap- 
pineſs to Obedience and Miſery to Diſ- 
obedience; ſo that our Duty is here made 
known to us in a Syſtem of plain and eaſy 
Propoſitions: Theſe therefore are to be 
our Rule both of Faith and Manners, our 
only Bim to true and laſting Happi- 
neſs. 

TRE begin with benen us, that all 
Things were made by Gop, the Heavens, 


the Earth, the Seas, and all that they con- 4 1 
tain. That Man was formed of the Duſt 
of the Ground (as other terreſtial Animals 
were) but dignified and diſtinguiſhed a» 


bove all the reſt by the Impreſſion of the 
divine Image, being inſpired with a rea- 


ſonable and immortal Soul, capable of 


contemplating the Works and Perfections 
of his CREATOR, and of knowing and o- 
beying his Will. 

From the conciſe Hiſtory here given us 
of the firſt created Pair of the human Spe- 
$1cs, we find them repreſented as coming 


forth 


3 En? | 
forth from the Hand of their Maker in a 
State of Innocence and Felicity, inſtructed 
in their Duty and Intereſt, animated by 
his paternal Benediction, veſted with Do- 
I l minion over all the Creatures around them, 
4 1 and placed in a delightful Paradiſe, fraught 
; with every Thing that was neceſſary for 

their Suſtenance and Comfort. 
1 THzgy had indeed Good and Evil ſet be- 

© fore them, and Freedom of Mill and Option, 
to chuſe and embrace either the one or 
þ Phe other: But they had alſo Reaſon 
given them to direct their Choice, where- 
N by they were able to diſcern that no III 
1 could befal them, whilſt they obeyed the 
Caution and Command they had received 
BB Tuus qualified 180 thas F112 to 
preſerve their native Happineſs were our 
4 rſt Parents, when they yielded to the 
3 Peduction of the evil Spirit under the Diſ- 
guiſe of a ſubtil Serpent; violated the plain 
mand they had received from Gos, 
Worfeited their bliſsful Habitation and ren- 
dered themſelves and all their 1 
liable to — and Death. | 


. * 
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Bur 


( 32 ) 

Bur altho' Gop, agreeable to what He 
had fore-warned them of, pronounced on 
them the direful Sentence of their Ba- 
mihment and future Sufferings, as the juſt 
Puniſhment of their wilful Tranſgreſſion, 
yet he did not leave them in a State of 
De ſparation under this their unhappy Fall; 
but his tender Love for the human Race, 
and his benign Purpoſe of providing them 
a Means of Reſtoration, were inſtantly 
diſcloſed to them, by his declaring to 
them, that The Seed of the Woman ſhould 
bruije the Serpent's Head,; thereby ſignify- 


ing to them a Victory that ſhould at ſome be 
future Time be obtained by the Offspring 


of the Woman over this their grand Ene- 
my and Seducer. For, altho this Promiſe 
(as it is expreſſed by Moſes) ſeems to have 
been delivered in obſcure Terms, yet it 
cannot be doubted: but Adam and his Wife 
underſtood the Senſe in which the Seed 


ol the Woman was to bruiſe the Head of 


. the Serpent, otherwiſe the Revelation had 
been given to no Purpoſe :: And altho' 
they may- not have been made to know 


the exact Time when this deſirable Event 
ſhould 
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EX ſhould happen, yet doubtleſs they had 
a Senſe of that important Victory which 
& ſhould be obtained by the Mess1an over | 
i Sin and Death, and the Reſtoration of the 
human Race to the Favour of Gop by his 
Means. And it is not altogether impro- 
X bable that the Senſe of this intereſting 
Expectation might produce that Expreſſion 
from Eve, when at the Birth of her firſt 
Son, ſhe with ſeeming Joy declared to 
Adam ſhe had gotten a Man from the Lox p, 
altho the Sequel proved ſhe was miſtaken 
in the Perſon, if ſhe really had any 
Thought that this was the promiſed Re- 
deemer. Ands altho we find their De- 
ſcendants henceforward continually erring 
from the Paths of Virtue, and prone to 
every Kind of Wickedneſs; yet we ſee 
Gov did not forſake them; but as the 
tender and provident Parent of Mankind 
| pitying their frail and fallen State, and 
ſtill watching over them with a paternal. 
Love and Concern, frequently renewing 
to them the Promiſe of their intended De- 
liverance, and from Time to Time dif- 
cloſing his Will to them, as their particu- 
| G lar 
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lar Condition and Circumſtances required, 
and as he in his Walgom law * aud ex- 
Aux this Manner bath Gop been all vhs Y 
Preparing Mankind for the great and glo- 
rious Deſigns of his good Providence, and 
engaging their Compliance with ſuch Laws 
as he from Time to Time made known to 
them, by various Inſtances of his Favour, 
or Diſpleaſure, ſuited to their Obedience 
or Neglect of thoſe Laws. | 2 

Tur Reſpect ſhewn to righteous. Abel 6 
and his Offering in Preference to his Bro- I 
ther Cain, declared to them God's Know - 
ledge: of the Hearts of Men; and the 
Puniſhment afterwards inflicted on Cain 
for the Murder of his Brother, proclaimed 
to Mankind in the earlieſt Ages of the 
World the Vengeance due to that horrid 
Crime, and that the ALI CHTY would 
not ſuffer it to go unpuniſhed. hy 

Tux Deſtruction. of a corrupted Gene- 
ration of Men by a Flood, and the Pre- 
| ſervation of one righteous. Man and his 
Family from that general | Calamity diſ- 
covered to the Survivors and their Poſ- 
5 terity 


th. [ 3 5 ] 

' | terity that only Virtue could entitle them 

2 to the Favour and Protection of Gop, and 

3 that it was equally in the Power of the 
Auch y to deſtroy a wicked World, as 

O- W one ſingle wicked Man. 

d | Tue Defeat of the Foltdeluvianain. their 

8 1 5 intended mighty Structure, whereby they 

0 vainly flattered themſelves with the Hopes 
4 ol eluding any future Deſigns of Provi- 

e "IF dence to deſtroy them in like Manner, 


X ſhewed them how vain it was for Men to 
2X fuppoſe that by their moſt powerful Com- 
- XX binations, or by any Art or Contrivance 


3 whatever, they could eſcape the Hand of 
the Aiuicury. The Confounding their 
Language was an effectual Means of baf- 
fling their vain Enterprize, and all the fu- 
ture Projects that might have ſprung from 
their being permitted to complete their 
intended Edifice. The compelling them 
to form themſelves into ſeparate Societies 
according to the different Dialects they 
were on this Occaſion ſeverally furniſhed 
with, and their Diſperſion and Emigration 
into different Quarters of the Earth, pro- 
da ſevered thoſe few among them Who 
| G 2 had 


1 


* 2 
XY 


had retained the Senſe and Worſhip of the 


one true Gop,. from the idolatrous Herd, 
and thereby to preſerve his Worſhip (at 
leaſt in ſome ſmall Parts of them) without 
which an univerſal idolatrous Empire 
might have been eſtabliſhed in the World. 

Tux Conſuming of the Cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah by Fire from Heaven, and 
the remarkable Deliverance of Lot, who 
had withſtood their deteſtable Practices, 
were Proofs of Gop's Abhorrence of the 
Wicked, and his Care of virtuous Men : 


and the open Vengeance executed on thoſe 


abominable. Sinners was an Example and 


Warning to all ſucceeding Generations. 


Tux Knowledge of theſe alarming Facts 
communicated by Gop to Abraham, and 
his chuſing him on Account of his ſingular 
Piety and Integrity, apart from all other 
Men in the World, at a Time when they 
were almoſt univerſally ſunk into Idolatry, 
_ and a general Corruption of Manners; and 
the eſtabliſhing a Covenant with him and 
his. Poſterity, and aſſuring him that in his 
Seed all the Nations of the Earth ſhould 
be bleſſed, was apparently a Renewal of 
tl : the 
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| 1 
3 the Promiſe made to Adam after the Fall,” 
and pointed out the Reaſon of Abraham's 
being ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed from 
all other Men in the World, and the Ad- 
vantages of adhering to the true Gop, 
confiding in his Promiſes, and obeying his 
Laws, and God's Approbation of our re- 
commending the ſame prudent and virtu- 
ous Meaſures to Poſterity. For we find 
3 this in particular given by Go as a Reaſon 
for his ſingular Favour towards Abraham. 
S all I hide from Abraham the Thing which 
I do, ſeeing he hall ſurely become a great and 
== mighty Nation, and all the Nations of the 
XX Earth ſhall be bleſſed in him? For I know 
= him that he will command his Children and 
= his Houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep 
= the Way of the Lord to do Judgment and 
Juſtice, that the Lox D may bring upon 
Abraham that which was ſpoken of _ 
Gen. xviii. 17, 18, 19. 

Ax here we may obſerve, that altho' 
Abraliam and his Seed (amongſt whom the 
Worſhip: of the true God was ſo ſignally 
preſerved) were to be diſtinguiſhed above 
all the Nations and Families upon Earth 
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promiſed their Fathers to give them, could 


38 J 
by a OR. and extraordinary Provi- 
dence, as the Inſtruments in the Hand of | 
Gop of conveying the Means of Salvation | 
and Happineſs to Mankind; yet the Good- 
neſs of God was not to be confined to that | 
Famuly alone, but all the Nations upon | 
Earth were to experience the bleſſed Ef. 


| fects of that gracious Promiſe. 


Tur many diſtinguiſhing Marks of the 
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divine Favour and Protection extended to 3 3 


Abraham, Tſaac, and Jacob, under all the | 
various Circumſtances and Incidents that 


befel them, muſt have convinced their 8 1 


Children that it was their greateſt Intereſt 


and only Security, to obey and confide 
in the Gop of their Fathers, and chat 1 


was the only true Gov. 
The many Wonders which Gon wrought 


in Behalf of the Chuldren of 1/razl, before, 
and during their Reſidence amongſt the 
Egyptians, and the viſible and irreſiſtible 


Power whereby he protected and brought 


them forth from amongſt thoſe their cruel 
Oppreſlors, and conducted them to, and 
ſettled them in the Land which he had 


not 


L as 1 


got but afford them ample Aſſurance that 
F the Goo of Abraham, {/nac and Jacob was 
boch faithful to his Promiſes, and abun- 
= dantly able to perform them. 
1 Tus diſceraible Hand of Gos, which 
had all aloag protected and preſerved 
them through a ſeries of molt wonderful 
Events, the awful Solemaities that attend- 
ed the Promulgation of the Laws deliver- 
ed to them on Mount Sinai, and the many 
YZ repeated Aſſurances Gop had given them 
ol his conſtant Favour and almighty Pro- 
= tection, whilſt they ſhould continue to 
EX yield due Obedience to thoſe Laws, and 
= the Declaration wherewith that Revelation 
was opened, I am THe LORD Tay GOD, 
muſt unavoidably have had a ſtriking and 
powerful Effect upon their Minds, and 
throughly conyinced them that thoſe fear- 
ful Prodigies were no Deluſion, and that 
thoſe. Laws came immediately from that 
great and tremendous Gop, whoſe Poxy- 
er their Enemies were not able to with- 
ſtand, and whole Goodneſs they and their 
Fathers had in ſo many Inſtances expe · 
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25 Taz Declaration which Mofes then made 


to them that the LoRD their God ſhould 


raiſe up from amongſt their Brethren a 
Prophet like unto himſelf, and that they 
were to hearken unto him in all- Things, 


plainly intimated, that thaſe very Laws 


at ſome future Time, were to receive ad- 
ditional Sanction by ſome Meſſenger from 
Gov, of more exalted Character and Au- 
thority than himſelf; and this could not 
but raiſe their Expectations, and poſleſs 
them with very high Hopes of this great 


Prophet and Law-giver now end iſed to 


them by Moſes.- 4 MES 442 26 N 

Tux many repeated Predictions con- 
cerning the Coming of this great Perſon- 
age, made to the Jews by their Prophets 
in ſucceeding Ages, ſtill more and more 
particular and deſcriptive, as the import- 

ant ra drew on, muſt ſtill more and 
more ſtrongly have confirmed them in the 
Expectation and Deſire of his Appearance, 

Tux numerous wonderful and aſtoniſh- 
ing Acts, which Gop wrought for them in 
the Sight of thoſe idolatrous Nations Who 


oppoſed them, muſt neceſſarily - incline 


thoſe 


„ 
thoſe Nations to entertain a mighty Dread 
das well as very high Opinion of the Go 


of Ifrael, as they could not but fee them 
protected and ſupported by a Power, 
„ ME which neither they, nor their fancied De- 
| 4 @ ities were able to refiſt; 00 
rue 1/raclites themſelves could riot but 
perceive that their Succeſs and Proſperity 
2X depended on their traſting in Gop and 
X obſerving thoſe Laws which he had given 
3 them. by 
Tax Promiſes and Threatnings which 
= accompanied the Delivery of thoſe Laws, 
and the many Inſtances of ſignal Ven- 
geance executed from Time to Time on 
notorious Tranigreſſors of them, the Glory 
and Proſperity of their good Kings, and 
the Ills that attended the Reigns of ſuch 
of them as did Evil in the Sight of the 
Loxp; the Declarations and Warnings of 
all their Prophets, and all their Experi- 
ence of Goy's Dealings with them, were 
certainly ſufficient to convince them, that 
whenever they departed from the Wor- 
ip of the LoxD their God, and joined 
with ence of thoſe 1dolatrous Nations in 
£9 H | their 


£ 


<A 


(. 42 ) 
their falſe Religions, or violated thoſe 
Laws; which, Gop had given them, his 
protecting Hand was ſoon withdrawn, and 
either Oppreſſion in their own Land, Cap- 
tivity in foreign Countries, or ſome other 
ſad Calamity quickly overtook them. 

+ ALL theſe Things, how different ſoever 
in their ſeveral Aſpects, or how oppoſite 
to each other in their ſeveral immediate 
- Effects, | ere nevertheleſs, as ſo many 


different Links in the great Chain of Pro- 


vidence, co opperating in one ultimate 
Purpoſe, and carrying on the great and 


benevolent Deſigns of Gop towards Man- 


kind. They all; contributed more or leſs 


to, awaken their ſlumbering Reaſon, to 


make Gos ſovereign Power and Good- 
neſs known to the World, and to prepare 


all Nations, to Whom the Myraelites, their 
Hiſtory and their Religion and Laws ſhould. 
be made known, for. the Acceptance of 
that pure and heavenly Religion, which. 
in due Time was to be * . 1 
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ces, and moſt of the Ceremonials enjoined 
by their Laws, Shadows and Prefigurati- 
ons of ſome greater good Things to be. 
expected from the Manifeſtation of the 
Religion of the MESSAu, and to prepare 
Men for the Perception and Apprehenſion 


4 of them, when they ſhould be be mani- 
* 4 feſted and realized. | | 


As to the Ifraelites themſelves, whom 
Gop thus” diſtinguiſhed as his peculiar 
People (as being the only Family amongſt 
whom the Knowledge and Worſhip of the 
true Gop had been preſerved, and Wh 
were to be particularly and eminently 
inſtrumental in enlightening and reform- 
ing an idolatrous and degenerate World) 
whether tliey were obedient or diſobedi- 


ent, whether they proſpered or ſuffered, 


whether they remained in their "own 
Land, or were ſcattered and diſperſed 
amongſt other Nations, ſtill the great De- 


ſign of Gov's Providence was carrying on, 
and advancing by their Conduct. 4 


Tnz1s Proſperity, ſo long as they con- 
tinued faithful and obedient, was a Proof 


| both to themſelves and the Nations with 


H 2 whom 


” 


(144 ) 
{whom they had Intercourſe, that their 
Security conſiſted in their Truſt in the 
G0 of their Fathers, and Et to his 
Laws. 

Tagrz ces and Diſperſions, and Wl 
the Evils they underwent in the Land of 
Strangers, whilſt they operated as Scour- Þ 
ges and Cures of their Infidelity and 1do- 
dolatrous Diſpoſition, and their Neglect of 3 * 
Gov's Laws, ſerved alſo to convince the 
Nations into which they were removed, 
of the ſovereign Power, Juſtice and Good- 
neſs of the Gov of Hrael, and the Vanity 
of placing any Confidence in their ima- 
ginary Gods. 

Tuvs their Captivity in Babylon fpread 

er Knowledge of the true Gov in the 
Bachloniſi Empire, fo that Nebuchadnezzar 
(convinced of his mighty Power and Good- 
neſs in preſerving and delivering his faith- 
ful Servants) made a Decree, That every 
People, ; Nation and Language in his Do- 
minzon, that ſhould, ſpeak any Thing amiſs of 
the. Gov: of. Irael, ſhould be cu in Pieces, 
wn hir e be made a en | 


— 


- 0 Pe. þ , od . 1 a 
: 
ta tb 
FS T $ i 


( 45 ) 
1x the Reign of Belſhazzar, who with 
his Princes, Wiyes and Concubines, drank 
3 wine at their idolatrous Banquets out of 
4 the Veſſels: that had been taken from the 
8 Temple of Gop at Ferufalem; Gop gave 
a glorious Teſtimony of himſelf by a Hand 
3 3 writing on the Palace Wall, which, as the 
RE Prophet Daniel explained it, and the E- 
vent that very Night confirmed, fore- told 
che immediate Overthrow of his —_— 
3 by the Medes and Perſians. 
Tuts ſuddain Vengeance on that idola- 
= trous King, for his Impiety in thus pro- 
faning the ſacred Veſſels of the holy Tem- 
ple, was the Means of conveying the 
Knowledge of the true Gop into the Em- 
pire of the Medes and Perſians, and gave 
Daniel further Opportunities of teſtifying 
the Omnipotence and gracious Goodneſs 
of the Gop of Jrael, fo that Darius was 
not only moved to authorize the eu to 
| rebuild the Temple of Jeruſalem, but or- 
dered Sacrifices to be offered to the moſt 
high Gos, for the Preſervation of him- 
ſelf and his Children; and publiſhed a 
Decree, That in euery Dominion of his King- 
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( 46 ) 3 || 
dom, Men ſhould tremble and fear before ti. 
60929 of Daniel, arknowledging um to be th 
living Gon: and ſtedfaſt for ever, 1 
Kingdom ſhould: never be deſtroyed, but i 1 ; 
Dominion endure even to the Endl. 

FTE Grecan Empire which put an End | 3 : 
4 the Perfuan, made Gop ſtill further 1 | 
known in the World, ſo that Alexander tie 
Great came himſelf to Jeruſalem, treated 

the Jeus with Kindneſs, and anf 8a. 4 ; 
crifice to their G. 3 n 
Afrkk the Death of Minter the F- 
DiyiGon of the Grectan Empire, the Jeu if 'Y 
were diſperſed into Egypt and Syria, ard 3 | 
the Power and Oppreſſion of the A/yrian Wl 
Monarchs, compelled them to ſeek the Al- 
hance of the Romans, whereby the Hiftory 
of the | Jew People, their Religion, Laws, 
and Prophecies, became known over dix 
vaſt Roman Empire. 

Tuus by Means of this be people 
je GoD (the eus) the greateſt Part of. the 
then known World, had in ſome Meaſure 
been prepared for the Coming of the 
Mxsstan. For, altho' the Jews at that 
"aps 2 their Attachment to ex- 
ternal 


F (4) 

tel 4 = Pomp and Ceremonies in Religion, 
+l 4 Which they conſidered as the Law of Mo- 
74 b Yes, had almoſt loſt Sight of the ſpiritual 


it nd moral Efficacy of thoſe: religious In- 

I Mitutions,' yet by convey ing their Scrip- 
id J tures with them into the Countries whi- 
er her they were driven, they furniſhed” 
ne 


4 hem with the Means of coming at the 
Knowledge of the moral as well as cere- 
Inonial Part of their Laws; and made 
1 them acquainted with the Hiſtory of God's 
; 2 calings with them, the many Wonders 
which in divers Parts and divers Ages of 
be World, had been wrought in their 
4 behalf, the numerous Inſtances of unex- 
Wampled Preſervation and Deliverance re- 
lated in their Hiſtory, wherein an almigh- 
ty Power was ſo apparently exerted, that 
all the Efforts of human Strength and PO- 
licy were but vain in refiſting it. 
Hxxon alſo they might learn "ey the 
various Viciſſitudes of Proſperity and Ad 
verſity; . which for many Ages they had 
undergone, were alſo directed hy the ſame 
almighty Hand, (the former always the” 
Conſequence or their Obedience, and the 
: latter 
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latter of their Diſobedience to the Laws of 
their God) and that the many Revelations 
of. future Events, which had from Time 
to Time been made to them by their Pro- 
phets, oſten at a very remote Diſtance of 
Time before ſuch Events happened, had 
received their Accompliſhment in their % 
due and appointed Seaſons, and amongſt 
others, they might be made acquainted b 
with the many repeated Predictions con- 
cerning the Coming of the MzssiAh as a 
Meſſenger of Peace and Salvation to Man- 
kind, and even the very Time and Cir- Y 
cumſtances of his Appearance. A 
2 theſe Particulars had, by Means * 
of the Jews, been communicated to the 
Romans, who at the The Time the Jews 

were under the Roman Government, had 
advanced tg the higheſt Degree of Gran- 
deur, Power and Learning, and had car- 
ried their victorious Arms into moſt Parts 
of the known World. ir 

TR Romans with their Aber 
in ſome Degree extended the liberal Sci- 
ences, and thereby laid a Foundation for 


improving the intellectual F aculties, and 
| refining 


1243s! 


( 49 J 
refining the Notions of Mankind, ſo that 
Savageneſs, Barbariſm, and Ignorance, 
might give Place to the Defire of uſeful 
Knowledge. And altho the Prejudices of 
| 1 Education, and the Policy of States were 
an Impediment to the Advancement of 
pure Religion, yet the Knowledge of the 
| 2 true God transferred into divers Parts of 
| 4 the World by the Jews, and the Learning 
and Philoſophy advanced by the Greeks 
and Romans conſpired to prepare the more 
rational and conſiderate Part of Mankind 
for the Reception of the Mzs51an, and 
that rational and ſpiritual Religion which 
he came to eſtabliſh in the World. 

II this View of Things we behold al- 
moſt the whole Scene of human Affairs 
unwittingly contributing to the great and 
glorious Deſigns of Providence 1 in the Sal- 
vation of Mankind. 

Tux Romans themſelves as well as the 
Jews, were at the Time of our Logs 
Coming, in full Expectation of the Ap- 
pearance of ſome diſtinguiſhed and extra- 
ordinary Perſon amongſt the Jews, ho 


as * had been taught to believe was to 
1 poſſeſs 


16 


— the univerſal Empire of the World, 


tho none of them ſeem to have diſcerned Rx 


the Nature of his Empire. 

Bur whatever Obſtacles might lye in 
the Way of the Gentiles, who were blind- 
ed and prejudiced by their native Faith 
and Cuſtoms (and eſpecially ſuch of them 
as had not come to the Knowledge of the 
Jewiſh Scriptures) to prevent their enter- 
taining proper Notions and Expectations 
of this predicted Event, yet Gop had am- 
ply provided for his ee We the 
* 485 
Tux had cats many Ages been wha 
8 expreſs Covenant with G op, and from 
thence- forth been diſtinguiſhed from e- 
very other Nation and Family upon Earth, 
as his choſen People, and the moſt effec- 
tual Means had been uſed to preſerve them 
from Idolatry, and all thoſe Vices and 
and Abominations, which had alienated 
the Reſt of Mankind from Gs. 

THe1r Scriptures not only preſeryed to 
them the Remembrance of the great 
Things Gop had done for them, and all 
thoſe W Laws hack Gop by Mojes 
had 


1 


had delivered to them, but alſo many re- 


3 | peated Declarations and Aſſurances of his 


gracious purpoſe of raiſing from amongſt 
them the Redeemer of Mankind, and fur- 


X niſhed them with numerous Examples of 


& holy Faith, Godlineſs, Reſignation; Pa- 


tience, Truſt in Gop, Self. examination 
1 and Self- Government, many ſublime Me- 
ditations and admirable Leſſons of Piety 
and Virtue, many pathetical and affecting 
Admonitions and Invitations to Faith, 
Hope, Obedience, and Perſeverance in 
all thoſe Virtues which were neceſſary to 
prepare them for that holy Religion which 
the Messiah was to teach and exemplify 
to Mankind, (witneſs the Book of Job, the 
P/alms of David, and the Proverbs of Solo- 
mon, as well as the Writings” of all the 
Prophets) that it might be truly ſaid, 
Gop had not dealt 10 with = other 

Nation. Bun 9:9; 1 
Tur had moreover cr porn 8 ma- 
ny Inſtances of Goy's almighty Power and 
gracious Goodneſs in all the Wonders he 
had wrought for the Preſervation of them, 
_—_ Laws and Religion, and ſuch ample 
& I 2 Teſtimony 


( $8 } 

Teſtimony of his -invariable Truth and 
Faithfulneſs to his Promiſes: by the due 
Accompliſhment of ſo many Revelations, 
Predictions and Promiſes, which he had 
made to them by their Prophets, that they 
had no Room to doubt the Performance of 
thoſe Propheſies and Promiſes which had 
been ſo frequently made and repeated to 
them concerning the Coming of the Mes- 
SIAH, in whom they in particular, and 
with them all the nations of the Earth, 
were to be bleſſed. 

Tux had been informed chat this di- 


vine Perſon ſhould appear in Subſtance of 


human Fleſh, of the Seed of Abraham, of 
the Tribe of Judal, of the Houſe and 
Lineage of David, and by a Succeſſion of 
Propheſies and Revelations each of which 
(as the Accompliſhment of the benevolent 
Purpoſe of Gop advanced) grew ſtill more 
explicit and particular in Deſcriptions and 
Charatteriſtics of this divine Perſon, and 
the ſeveral Circumſtances that were to 

precede and attend his Appearance, as 


well as the End and Intent of his Miſſion, 


till "—_— came at — to point out the 
Fm 7 very 


* 


pour Gop raiſe up unto you 


( 6a 3 
very Time, Perſon and Character of the 


Mzsslan “ reg: . 
FOR By T 
nere l beg Leave to take Notice of ſome of the moſt par- 
WT ticular Paſſages of the Old Teſtament relating to the Meſſiah, | 
and of thoſe in the New Teſtament which correſpond with, 
and anſwer them. | 


The Orp TESTAMENT. The New TESTAMENT. 
Wo | Jesus CaRIsT- was a Pro- 


a 4 


phet mi ghty i inDeed and Word 
A Prophet ſhall the LoxD 


before Gon and all People, 
Luke. 24. 19. even that Pro- 
from among your Brethren Jphet which ſhould come into 


8 like unto me; him ſhall ye] the World, John 6. 14. the 


Io bearin all Things, Deut. 18.15 | very Meſſiah, John 4.26. and 2 
= 1 Voicefrom Heaven proclaimed 
of him, This is my beloved 
Son, hear Him, Lake 9. 35. 


= The Meſſiah ſhould come of. 
the Seed of Abraham, Gen. 22. 
f 18. of the Tribe of Fudal, 
Gen. 12 10. of the Stem of 
J. ai. 11. 1. a righteous 
4 Rauch of David, Fer. 23, 5. 


The Meſſiah Hg to be born 
of 2 Virgin, Iſai. 7. 14. at 
Baullelen uphrata, Mic. 5. 2. 


He was to be the Son of}, IEsus was the Sox of Gop 
Gop and called out of t © ons I, 49. and brought out of 
Hy. Tha, 1. 2. 8 * 


= Ba ft was ſent to pre- 

pare the Way before IESus, 

* Meſſenger was to be ſent al declared himſelf to be 
before him to prepare his J the predicted Meſſenger, who 
. Mal. 3. and Yai 4 3- | warned Men to repent, telling 
them the Kingdom of Heaven 

Leas at Hand, Mat. z. 8 


The Deſcent of Ixs vs 
Cu xls r is traced up to Da- 


vid, Feſſe, Fudah and | IR 
Mat. 1. 18. Luke 3. | 


: 


Jxsus was born of a Vic- 
By _— 1. 18. at 5 8 


| ( 54 ) 
Bur notwithſtanding all theſe were ex- 
actly anſwered in JIꝝxsus CyrisT; and al- 
tho Gop had acquainted the J eus by ma- 
ny repeated Commands, Threats and Pro- 
miſes, with the Neceſſity of their receiv- 
S TS ing 


a 4 


Orp Ten r NEw TESTAMENT. | 


| 
The Meſſiah was to preach Ixsus preached the King- 
the Doctrine of Salvation in feen of GoD in e 5127 


Galilee, Tſar. 9. 


In his Days the Eyes of the 0 CuRIST 99018 the 
Blind were to be opened, and | Blind to receive their Sight, 
the Ears of the Deaf unſtop- | the Lame to walk, the Def 
ped, the Lame to leap, and. f to hear, and the Dumb to 
the Tongue of the Dumb to | ſpeak, Sc. Matt. 11. 5. and 
fing, Ye. 35+ 5,6. 715. 31. 


IEs us did ride into „ 
He was to come to Jeriſa- BY on a Colt the Fole of an 
Em on an Aſs, even a Colt the | As, and Multitudes of Peo- 
3 Yr MAS Sande ple attended him, crying Ho- 
- 1 _ N anna! Bleſſed is the King of 

S that comet un me Name e irael who cometh in Rue 


of the Loko, 12755 118. v. 26. Name of the Lonxp, Foln 12. 


— 


x 3 " Jesvs Cuxtsr was de- 

| per and re et by the 

He was to be deſpiſed and Jews, Fokn C. 8, and C. 9, had 
rejected, a Man of Sorrow no where to lay his Head, 


and acquainted with york Mat. 8. 20. and his Soul was 
exceeding ſorrowful even un- 


| Thai. 63. 3. | 
PS at cut to Death, Mat. 26. 38. Luke 
1 - 122. 44 | 


Fudas betrayed 13 into 
the Hands of his nemies, 
who covenanted with him for 
thirty Pieces of Silver, with 
which they purchaſed the 
Potter's Field, — 27. n 

e 


He was to be betrayed and 
ſold for thirty Pieces of Sil- 
ver, which was to be caſt to 
the Potter, Zech. 11. 12,13, 


| ( %s ) 
ing him as their King and Lawgiver, and 
W the happy Effects of their ſo doing, and 


Op TESTAMENT. NEW TESTAMENT. 


He was to be wounded for) 
our Tranſgreſſions and bruiſed 
for our Iniquities. The Chaſ- 
tiſement of our Peace was fo 
be upon him, the Iniquities of 
us all laid upon him, and 
with his Stripes we were to 
be healed. Tho' afflited and 
oppreſſed he opened not his 
Mouth, and tho' brought as a 
Lamb to the Slaughter, yet as 
a Sheep before her Sheerers 1s 
== dumb, ſo he opened not his 
== Mouth, Iſai. 5 3. 5, 6, 7. 


The Jeu ſmote JIESsVUs, 
Mark 15. 19. he was ſcourged, 
Mat. 2'j. 26. he ſuffered for 
ur Sins, 1 Pet. 2. 21. He bore 
our Sine in his own Body on 
: the Croſs, and with his Stripes 
we are healed, F. 24. And 
'when he was accuſed and 
cruelly treated by the chief 
| Prieſts, he anſwered nothing, 


Mat. 27. 12, 14. 


 JeEsUs CnRIsT was car- 
ried as a Priſoner to the High 


Prieft's Houſe and from thence 


The hatin | 
7 to the Hall of Judgment, an 
taken from Priſon and from 18.29. and after de was ok. 


2 = * off — demned at the 8 

the Fi 7 e Leung or | of Pilate, they led him away 

= g ins of the People, I/ai. and crucified him, Mat. 27. 

53. 8,9. And he died for the Sins of 

| 5 155 People according to the 
(Scriptures, 1 Cor. 15. 3. 


| Jesvs was condemned as a 

He was to be numbered a] MalefaQtor, John 19. 16. and 

mongſt the Tranſgreſſors, Iſai. I crucified between two Thieves, 
53.12. Ile 23, 33. 


They nailed the Hands and 

| the Feet of Jzsus to the 

They were to pierce. his | Croſs, Mat. 27. 35. And he 
Hands and his Feet, P/al. 22.4 ſhewed the Prints of the Nails 
16, £64 — | in his Hands and Feet to his 
| | Diſciples after his Reſurrecti- 

9. Lon, Luke 24. 40. — Tr 


Not 


66 
alſo the dreadful Conſequences that muſt 
follow their rejecting him, and refuſing 

Obedience to his Laws, yet they not only 
did 


Orp TESTAMENT, New TESTAMENT, 


Jesvs was that Lamb of 


FE. which taketh away the 


| Sins of the World, Fohn 1. 29, 
Not a Bone of the Paſchal 236. An whos the hat tak, 


Lamb was to be broken, Ex. en the Legs of thoſe that were 


12. 46. crucified with JESs us, they 
brake not his Legs, ſeeing e 
(was already dead, Fokn 19.33. 


One of the Soldiers pierced 

They were to look at him | JEsus with a Spear, Jun 19. 
whom they pierced, Zech. 12.5 34. and after this they ſat 
10. down and watched _ Mat, 


127. 36. 
Thoſe who beheld him) 


mould laugh him to Scorn, N 
thoot out their Lips and ſhake | The Scribes and Phariſees 
their Heads at him, ſaying, >did preciſely ſo to Jxsus 
He truſted in the Lox that P Mat. 27. 42, 43. 

he would deliver him, ſeeing 

. he delighted in him, Pſal. 22. 8. J 


That they gave him Gall IG They gave Js us Vida 


eat, and Vinegar to drink, p mingled 5 ith Gall, Mat. 27. 
Pſal. 69. 21, 


That they ſhould part his 
Garments among them, and 
caſt Lots upon his Veſture, 


Pſal. 22. 18, 


The Soldiers did fo by the 
Garnients of ]Es Us, Fokn 19.23 


feſſed to be the H6rv Ons 
of Gop, Mark 1. 24. And 
proved to be ſo by his Reſur- 
rection from the Grave the 
third Day, Act. 2. c. 


That the Nerv Ov R o 
Gov ſhould not be left in the 
Grave, not ſuffer Corruption, 
Ffal. 16. 10. | 


5 ESUs CaRIST was con- 


When 
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Soul an Offering for Sin, lie 


teceive Gifts for Men, 


4 2 
did reject him, but proved his. Betrayers 
and Murderers: and what is ſtill more 


* 


K 


Orp TESTAMEN r. 


| When Gov. ſhould make his | 


ſhould ſee his Seed and pro- 
long his Days, and thie Plea- | 
ſure of the Lo RD ſhould proſ- 
per in his Hand, Iſai. 5 3. 10. 


J 


ſtrange 


Nzw TESTAMENT. 


Izsus CnuRisrt offered his 


own Life as a Sacrifice, Eph. 
5. 2. i. e. a Sacrifice for Sin, 
Heb. 9 And a Voice from 
Heaven proclaimed that in 
him Gop was well pleaſed, 
Mat. 17. 5. And behold he is 
alive for ever more, Rev. 1. 18, 
veſted with all Power both in 
Heaven and Earth, Mat. 28. 
18. will be with his Church 
even to the End of the World; 


. 20. ſo that the Gates of 
Hell ſhall never 


tevail a- 
gainſt it, Mat. 16. 18. and will 


give them eternal Life ſo that 


tliey ſhall never periſh, neither 


| ſhall an pluck them out of 


lie was to aſcend on High, 
lead Captivity Captive, and 


2 
68. 18. Should bear the Sins 
of Many, and make Inter- 
ceſſion for the Tranſgrefſors, 4 
8 53. 12. And that his 
rone ſhould be for ever and 
ever, and the Sceptre of Righ-, 
| teouſneſs be the Sceptre of his 
Kingdom, Bſal. 5. 


I of Gop, 


This Hand, Jom 20: 28. 


Ixsus Cu Rx is r aſcended up 
into Heaven and is ſet on the 
Right Hand of Gop, Mark 

16. 19. It was not poſſible 
for him to be holden of Deatli 
and the Grave, Ack. 2. 24. 

But when he had vanquiſhed, 

theſe, and aſcended into Hea- 
ven, he gave ſuch wondrous 

Gifts to Men as enabled them 

to ſpeak in new Languages, 
and work mighty Miracles in 

his Name, As 5. 12. and 6.8, 

Cc. He now maketh Interceſſi- 

on for us at the right Hand 

Heb. 7. 25. om. 8. 27. 
His Kingdom conſiſteth of 
Righteouſneſs, Sc. Rom. 14. 17. 

| Heb. 1, 8. And this Ixs us who 
came in the Fleſh, is over all 


LGob bleſſed for ever, Rom.g.;- 


EF 3 

firange, bir Poſterity flill continue in 
Unbelef. 
Bur Gop, who ſaw the Hearts of Men 
at the remoteſt Futurity, and knew all the 
Circumſtances that -ſhould contribute to 
the glorious Scheme of Man's Redcmpti- 
on, foreſaw that ſo it would be, and fore- 
warned them of their Obſtinacy, by tell- 
ing them that Hearing, they ſhould hear. and 
not underſtand, and fee but not perceive, Iſai. 
vi. 9. and CHRIS plainly declared to them 
their having verified that Prediction, when 
(ſpeaking of himſelf) he told them, that 
Seeing they did not ſee, and hearing they did 
"0x underſtand, Mat. xii. 19. _ 

And altho' we cannot diſcern all the 
good Effects, which the Wiſdom of Pro- 
vidence hath raiſed from this ſtrange Infi- 
delity, Obſtinacy and Rebellion of his 
choſen People, yet we cannot but conſider 
the preſent Condition af that diſperſed 
and defpiſed Nation, as a Puniſhment in- 
| flicted on them for forſaking the Gop of 
their Fathers, betraying and murthering 
the Mgss14n, and rejecting the gracious 


Terms of hen. Which God from the 
. | | Re: 


(Ws 
Beginning intended to offer them and all 
Mankind in JEsus CHRIST. 

Ix this Concluſion we cannot but DE: con- 
firmed, if we attend to that Covenant 
which Gop was pleaſed to make with 
Abraham, and afterwards to renew with 
the whole Body of the [fraelites* under 
Mofes. 4 2 

FROM * that Time they became the 
% peculiar People of God, as will appear 
“from the Terms of the Covenant; they 
were to take Gop for their Sovereign 
«LokD, and to be obedient to the Laws 
which he gave them: And Gop on his 
Part promiſed them temporary Bleſſings 
and his almighty Protection, ſo long as 


1 they ſhould adhere to the Terms and 


** Conditions ſtipulated on their Part. By 
* Virtue of this Covenant they acknow- 
* ledged Gop for their King; and God 
by his Deputies or Viceroys, the Pro- 
„ phets, Judges, and Kings, governed 
them as his Subjects. Moſes, the Me- 
* diator of this Covenant was the firſt of 
0 thoſe Deputies, and the MEes$14an (that 

K 2 en 

Weſt on the Reſurrektion. 
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de great Prophet, of whom he made men- 
* tion to them) was to be the laſt.” Till 
his Coming they continued the only diſtin- 
guiſhed People of Gov; but now a new 
and better Covenant under his Mediation 
was to take Place. 

* Tx1is Covenant was to be offered 1 


* him firſt indeed to the Jews, with 


** whom the Covenant mediated. by Mojes if 
** was. "till then to be in Farce; but 
if the other was nat to be limitted to them 
* only.” The Sceptre was not to depart WW 
from Zudah, until Stix on come, but unto i 
him there was to be a gathering together 
of the People. 
- * ALL: Nations upon Earth, tho they 
* had not been Parties to, the former Co- 
*; yenant; were to be invited to accede to 
this; the People were now to be gather: 
i ed together, and all Mankind, who 
mould acknowledge the Mess14n as a 
E King appointed by Gov. to reign over 
„them, and fubmit to his Laws, were to 
be admitted into the Coyenant, and be 
©* thenceforth reputed the People of Gov: 
And as the Limits * this divine 


Were 


( 61 ) 


 < were to be enlarged, ſo the Terms of 


* his Covenant were to be enlarged alſo. - 

„TRE ceremonial Law given by Moſes, 
« was national and local; malt of the Du- 
ties thereby preſcribed being confined to 
* the holy Land, and even to the holy 
City Jeruſalem: And altho' fame ſuch 
religious Bond ſeemed neceſſary ta keep 
and continue the eus a ſeparate and pe- 
* culiar People of Gon, yet the Gentiles 
* (viz. all the Ends of the Earth) who 
te were to be taken into the new Covenant, 
* could not poſſibly conform therewith: 
It was therefore neceſſary this ſhould be 
% aboliſhed. But the moral Law, the Ba- 
e {is and End of the former Covenant, was 
if to be the Baſis and End of the new one. 

To this Part both eus and Gentiles, 
** (however remote from the holy Land) 
* could yield Obedience, as well as to 
* thoſe ather Terms ſuper- added to the 
* new Covenant, 2. e. the acknowledging 
* the Mgss144 for their King, and admit- 
ting Baptiſm as the Token of their Al- 
© legiance and Acceſſion to this Covenant, 
* and the Celebration of the Lozp's Sup- 

IN N 66 per 
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per from Time to Time, as the Memo- 


* rial of the Sealing this Covenant on the 
* Part of Gop, by the Death of Jxsus 


CHRIST. Theſe may properly be called 


* the ceremonial Law of the Chriſtian Co- 
© venant, as Circumciſion and the other 
** ritual Duties were of the cus. 
Or the twelve Tribes of 1frael, who 
** were Parties to the M o/aical Covenant, 


e ten fell at once from their Allegiance to 
Go under Jeroboam, and ceaſing from 


** that Time to be the People or Subjeſts 
* of Gop, he ceaſed to be their King, 
and withdrawing his Protection ſuffered 
** them to be carried away into a Captivity 
from whence they never after returned, 
© but were loſt and confounded with the 
* Nations among whom they were tranſ- 
% planted.” | YO 

FROM henceforth the remaining Tribes 
were the only diſtinguiſhed People of 
God, and as ſuch (tho' often puniſhed 


by Gop for their frequent Tranſgreſſion 


* of his Laws, and even carried Captive 


into Babylon) were by his Providence 


95 „ back again to the Land of Ca- 
25 naun, 


- 


8 
W - aan, and reſtored: to the Capacity of 


.$6 complying with the Terms of their Co- 
« venant, by rebuilding the VER and 
«© Temple of Jeruſalem. | | 

« Fro this Time they were very exact 
in the Obſervance of the ceremonial 
« Law of Moſes, but had moſt groſsly cor- 
* rupted the moral Law, and rendered it 
(as ChRISsT told them) of no Effect, by 
© the Comments and Traditions of their 
© Seribes and Phar!: Hees. 

From their Attachment to what they 
eſteemed the Law of Moſes, they preſumed 
on the Favour of Gop, and could not, or 
would not diſcern the ſpiritual Senſe in 
which the Dominion of the MesStan Was 
to extend to all the Corners of the Earth, 
but vainly looked upon themſelves as the 
ſole Heirs of the Promiſes made to Abra- 
ham, and to David (ſo often repeated and 
confirmed by their Prophets) ſo that at 
the Time of CuRISTs Coming, they ex- 
pected the MessiAH to appear as à tem- 
poral invincible Prince, who was not 
only to deliver them from their Subjection 
to the Roman Power, but by Feats of Arms 
nnr. and 


( 64 ) 
and martial Proweſs, to trample all their 
Enemies under Foot, and ſubdue all the 
Nations and Powers of the Earth to the 
Empire of the Jews, as the ſole Favourites 
of Heaven, and only deſtin'd Lords of the 
Univerſe. _ 

Tux ſame Blindneſs which kept them 
PER perceiving the ſpiritual Intent and 
Meaning of the ceremonial Inſtitutions of 
the Moſaical Law, and the Senſe in which 
all the Nations of the Earth were to be 
blefled in the Seed of Abraham, and in 
which the Throne of David was to be of 
perpetual Duration, kept them alſo from 
| ſeeing that their rejecting Jesvs Cunisr, 
the Mess1an, from being their King and 
Law-giver, would be the Cauſe of Gon's 
rejecting them from being his People. 

Tuts was the wretched State of the 
6 Jews when Jesus Cnalsr came to offer 
them a new Covenant. The State of 

* the Gentiles (viz, all the Reſt of Man- 
kind) was {till more deplorable ; they 
% had for many Ages transferred their 

Obedience from the ſupream Gon the 
6 * Creator. off Heaven and en 
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Creatures, or to Deities of their own de- 
* yifing, under whole imaginary Protecti- 
„on, they had ranged themſelves by. 
Nations and Communities, and had, al- 
* moſt in the ſame Senſe as the Iſraelites 
e were {tiled the People of Gop, become 
e the People of their particular Idols, viz. 
the Egyptian Its, the Afſyrian Belus, the 
* Athenian Pallas, the Capitolian Fove, &c. 
Bor there was this further Differ 
* ence between them; the Gop of the 
* [/raclites, as an equitable. and righteous 
Sovereign, had given his People a Law, 
* to be the Rule of their Obedience, or 
* rather enforced that original Law, which 
* from the Beginning he had written in 
© their Hearts, i. e. the Reaſon of all Man- 
** kind, adding to it ſuch other Inſtituti- 
ons as their particular Situation requir- 
*ed: While the Gentiles, having by 
* their Idolatry fallen from their Obe- 
* dience to that original Law, were left 
* thence forward like Outlaws and Rebels, 
*to frame to themſelves ſuch. Rules, 
both moral and religious, as their own 


0 E Reaſon ſhould ſuggeſt. 
3 T. 8 Hrxcz 


„„ 


H ENcx it came to paſs that they were 
6 ver- run with Immorality and Superſti— 
« tion. And altho' ſome of the wiſeſt a- 
„ mongſt them, by attending more cloſe- 
ly to the Dictates of right Reaſon, had 
been ſenſible of ſome of their greateſt 
Errors, and endeavoured to reform 
** ſome Abuſes, yet Superſtition had tak- 
* en ſuch ſtrong Hold of the Majority, 
* that till this was rooted out, it was im- 
0 poſſible to bring them back to the Reli 
« gion of Nature, i. e. the Religion of 
« Reaſon. For, beſides the Prejudices of 
© their eſtabliſhed Faith, many religious 
* Rites and Ceremonies, either by Pre- 
* ſcription, or the Policy of Legiſlators, 
were become interwoven with the Ad- 
25 miniſtration of civil Affairs in ſuch a 
** manner, that the Worſhip of their 
© falſe Deities was become not only an 
* eſſential Part of the Conſtitution, but 
even the great Engine of Government in 
divers great Kingdoms and States; for 
* Inſtance, Omens and Oracles amongſt 
* the Greeks, and Auſpieces, Auguries 
and Sac rifices, either of Propitiation or 
Thank 


„ 


„Thankſgiving, were on many Occaſions 
employed amongſt the Romans. 

O this Account the Roman Emper- 
* ors, who had appropriated to themſelves 
„the whole Authority of the Empire, 
* formerly divided among ſeveral Officers, 
* took upon them the Title of Pontifex 
„ Maximus (chief Prieſt) comprehending 
* under that Title, the Authority of being 
judge and Arbitrator both of civil and 
* religious Affairs; ſo that the Policy of 
the State and the Duty of the Magiſtrate 
„were fatally combined with the Zeal 
and Superſtition of their falſe Religion. 

* In this State of Things for thoſe wiſe 


Men, who had diſcovered their Impro- 


e priety, to have attempted a thorough 
* Reformation of the Errors they had per- 
* ceived, would have been a Work ex- 
* treamly arduous and dangerous. And 
if we may allow them to have arrived at 
* ſogreat a Degree of Knowledge in the 
Religion of Nature in all it's Branches, 
* as ſome, ſince Chriſtzanaty hath been re- 
** vealed, have pretended to be, and even 
if they had attacked the Superſtition of 

| L 2 * 


[6] 
* the Times with all the Induſtry and In- 
* trepidity of the Apoſtles, it is much to 
be queſtioned whether with all their E- 
« Joquence and Logic they would have | 
* gamed any conſiderable Victory. Such 
* was the dark and hopleſs State of the 
0 Gentiles at the Time of our Loxp's Ap- 
e pearance. | | 
A this State both of Jews and Gentiles 
% (as before deſcribed) Our Sa vioux, af- 
_ «ter having repreſented to the former un- 
« der the Parable of a certain Houſholder, 
ho planted a Vineyard and let it out to 
 « Huſbandmen, the righteous Dealings of 
_ « Gop to them, and the ill Returns they 
* had made to him, not only by refuſing 
* him the Fruits, but by murthering the 
* Servants he had ſent to demand them, 
* and laſt of all his Son; and having got - 
ten from them a Confeſſion that thoſe 
_ « wicked Huſbandmen ought to be miſer- 
s ably puniſhed, and the Vineyard taken 
from them and given to other Huſband- 
* men, who ſhould render him the Fruits 
in their Seaſon, he addreſſed them as 
* as follows. Did you never read in the 
| 8 Scrip- 


[ 69 ] 
Scriptures, the Stone which the Builders re- 
jecled, the fame is become the Head of the 
Corner? His is the LoRD's Doing, and it 
is marvelous in our Hes? Therefore I ſay 
unto you, the Kingdom of GoD fhall be taken 
from you, and given to a Nation bringing 
forth the Fruits thereof. And whoſoever ſhall 
fall on this Stone ſhall be broken, but on 
whomſover it Hall fall, it fhall . A 
to Powder. 
„By theſe Words of our Lony are ſig- 
* nified, firſt the transferring the King- 
dom of Gop from the Jews to the Gen- 
* tiles, ſecondly the Obedience of the 
= © Gentiles, and - thirdly the miſerable Pu- 
e niſhment of the Jews, for their rejecting 
and murthering the Sox of Gov. 
Nov the Kingdom of Gop (as may 
be collected from what is aboveſaid) de- 
notes the ſpiritual and moral Dominion 
* of Gop over moral Subjects, 1. e. free 
* Agents ; and by the People of Gop are 
* fignified ſuch free Agents as freely and 
voluntarily acknowledge the Sovereign- 
* ty of Gor, by worſhiping him and o- 
* Wo his Laws, whether -natural- or 


re- 


30 


revealed, which appears to them to have 


„ been enacted by him. 


Tu Fews therefore by rejecting Jesus 

* CHRIST, who proved himſelf to be the 
% MEsSsTIAH commiſſioned and ſent from 
* Gop, not only from the Teſtimony of 
% Moſes and all the Prophets; the Holineſs 
* of his Life and Doctrines, and the num- 
* berleſs Miracles he wrought amongſt 
* them, but ſtill more plainly if poſſible, 
* by his riſing from the Dead, and im- 
* powering his Diſciples to work the ſame 
Signs and Wonders in his Name. The 
* Jews J ſay, as a Nation, by rejecting this 
Meſſenger, this Son of God, and refuſing 
to receive thoſe Laws which he propoſed 
* to them in his Father's Name, evident- 
* Iy renounced their Allegiance to Gop, 
and ceaſed to be his People or Subjects. 
On the other Hand, the Gentiles (ſuch 

* of them however as renounced their 
* Vices and 1dolatrous Superſtitions, and 
* and returned to the Worſhip of Gov, 
* and received the Mess1au, together 
* with the Laws which he propoſed to 
* them in the Name of Gop) as evidently 

| . 65 put 
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put themſelves under the Protection of 
„ Gov, acknowledged his Sovereignty, 
and became his People or Subjects: And 
«© hence appears what 1s meant by the 
the Kingdom of Gop being taken from 
„ the Jews, and given to the Gentzles : 
« Gop removed the Throne whereon Da- 
* 2:4 and his Poſterity had ſat as his Sub- 
e ſtitutes and Viceroys, from amongſt the 
* Jews, who renounced his Authority, 
* and from Earth to Heaven, and placing 
* it at his right Hand, and aſetting upon 
* it the Mess1an, his only Son, gave him 
* for his Subjects, not one Nation only; 
* but all Nations, Kindreds and People, 

* even all the Ends of the Earth for his 
“Dominion. ; 

© Tyar the Kingdom of Gon was in 
** this Senſe. and in this Manner transfer- 
red from the eus to the Gentiles is too 
** notorious to need any Proof. 

Tux Former as a Nation rejected the 
*.Goſpel, and perſiſted in their Refuſal of 
* the Mess1an, till the final Deſtruction 
* of their holy City and Temple, and 
** what is more ſtrange, ſtill perſiſt in 
9 9 their | 


72 J 
e their Obſtinacy, whereas the Gentiles 
* embraced it ſo generally, that within a 
, few Centuries after Cyr1sT almoſt the 
- © whole Roman Empire, i. e. almoſt the 
then known World forlook Idolatry and 
* became Chriſtian. And Gop on his Part 
< teſtified that he entered into Covenant 
* with them, and accepted their Allegi- 
«* ance, by pouring on them the Gifts of 
* his holy Spirit; as on the other Hand 
* he fignified his Renunciation of the 
%% Moſaical Covenant, by not only ſuffer- 
ing the Seat of his Empire, the City and 
% Temple of Jeruſalem to be utterly de- 
te ſtroyed, and by permitting the 7ews to 
* be wholly baniſhed from the holy Land, 
and ſcattered over the Face of the Earth. 
„TEIA Calamities prove that the Mz s- 
* SIAH is come and they have rejected 
* him; and their yet continued Preſer- 
vation demonſtrates that Gop hath not 
rejected them for ever. By both they 
„ declare that Jzsus is the promiſed SA. 
* vioux, that their Miſery proceeds from 
* their not having known him, and that 


% the OR Hope they have left is that 
| ** they 
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they ſhall one Day come to the Know- 
« ledge of him.“ 

Tuus the mention of God's rejecting the 
Jews is not to be underſtood as an univer- 
ſal and final Rejection of all the Deſcend- 
ants of Abraham after the Time of Cuz1sT's 
ö Coming, but the rebellious and unbeliev- 
ning Part of them only; for there hath {till 
been a Remnant of Believers: amonglt 
W them, who have accepted the Terms of Sal- 
vation offered by the Mzsstan, and there 
is no Doubt but the whole Body of them 
will at ſome Time hereafter believe and 
return to their Allegiance. Why they are 
ſo long permitted to remain under a State 
of Blindneſs and Diſbelief, why the Al- 
MIGHTY permits ſo great an Interval be- 
tween the faithful Fathers of his once 
choſen People, and their Poſterity which 
will hereafter become faithful alſo; it does 
not behove us to enquire. 

Known, unto Gop are all his Works 
from the Beginning to the End of Time. 
He hath ſet Bounds to the Infidelity, of the 
Jews as well as to the Ingratitude of the 
Gentiles, His Mercy and his Juſtice ſuc- 
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ceed each other; and though it is not for 
us to know at what Time he will execute 
what he hath promiſed to the lateſt Poſte- 
rity of Jrael any farther than he hath 
thought fit to reveal, yet we may reſt al. 
ſured that he permits nothing to fall on 
any Part of Mankind but what ſhall be 
productive of good Effects in the Courſe 
of his Providence: And whatever God 
may have determined concerning them, 
we on our Parts have the Comfort to find 
that the promiſed MssianH hath already 
appeared, and that whoſoever believeth 


on him and becometh obedient to his 


Laws, whether Jew or Gentile, is accepted 


of God, and made an Heir to the Promiſes, 
and will be a Partaker of Bleſſings reſerved 
for the People of GOD. That Jzsvs i 


Cxx1sT the Son of the living God is that 
promiſed Mess ian, the Prince of Peace, 
the Lord of Life and Glory, the Reſtorer 
of Mankind, and the Deſire of all Nations, 


in whom all the Promiſes of Gop are Yea 


and Amen.------That this divine SaviouR 
took' upon him the human Nature, con- 


verſed we Mankind, and gave himſelf a 


Sacrifice 


E 


Sacriſice for the Sins of the whole World. 
That he aroſe from the Dead and aſ- 
cended into the Manſions of the Bleſſed, 
where he ever liveth to make Interceſſion 
with Gop his Father, for penitent and 
reformed Sinners.------That he is the Way 
and the Truth and the Life, and that there 
is none other Name under Heaven given 
amongſt Men by whom we may Hope for 
Salvation.-----That his Life 1s our Example 
and his Goſpel our infallible Guide to 
Peace and Comfort here, and to_never- - 
ccaſing Glory and Happineſs hereafter ; 
ſo that our Duty and our Deſtination * 
lies plain before us. 

Tux Obſcurity under hed the Notion 
of a Reſurrection from the Dead and a 
future State of Rewards to Virtue. and 
Puniſhments to Vice, ſeems to have been 
veiled in the Scriptures of the Old Tæſta- 
ment, is now wholly removed, and the 
Reality of them clearly revealed by the 
| Goſpel,. and confirmed: to us by the Re- 
ſurre&ion of Ixsus Cur1sT. 

Wrzn a Doctrine ſo important and in- 
tereſting as that of a future State of exqui- 

M2 ſite 
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ſite Bliſs or Miſery is offered to our Con- 
ſideration, and left to our Choice, and we 
are aſſured that the one or the other will 
unavoidably be our Lot, according to our 
Conduct in this Life, we cannot but ear- 
neſtly wiſh to know by what Means we 
may eſcape the one, and obtain the other. 

Wren we find that true GoopNEss is 
the Image of God in our Souls; that our 


Happineſs depends on our Conformity to | 
his Likeneſs, as far as our feeble Powers 
will extend; that Nothing can ſecure us 


the divine Favour, and entitle us to real 
Happineſs without the Practice of true 
Piety and ſolid Virtue, it muſt of Necefli- 
ty. i incline every ſober Mind to ſeek and 

purfue fuch a Courſe of Life, as will ren- | 


der its* Condition beſt and ſafeſt, and to 
enquire” what ' thoſe Laws and Precepts 


are, which Gop hath ſet forth for our 
Guide and Pirection. 

Bur the Conſciouſneſs of our being 
guilty Creatures, by having tranſgreſſed 


thoſe Laws, and the Conſideration of our 
own Frailty and Inability, whereby, not- 
withſtanding our beſt Reſolutions to the 


contrary, 
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contrary, we are ſtill liable in many Par- 
ticulars to deviate from the ſtrict Paths of 
Virtue, mult unavoidably create Doubts 
and Diſquietude in our Minds, and prove 
a Diſcouragement to our een in a vir- 
tuous Courte. 

Tuis without ſome Promiſes and Apen 
of Mercy from Gov, and ſome Means of 
recovering his Favour after Lapſes, would 
render our Condition in Life deſperate, 
and tempt us to conſider even the Evils 
that befall us here as certain Marks of the 
divine Vengeance and our Reprobation 
from Gop : But the Chriſtzan Revelation 
effectually removes our Doubts and Anxi- 
eties on this Account, by informing us 
that this Life is our State of Probation, not 
of Retributian.-----That altho' GoD ſuffers 
Croſſes and Calamities to befall us here to 
anſwer various wiſe and good Ends of his 
Providence unperceived by us; yet we 
are to conſider the ſevereſt Diſpenſation 
f his Judgment (or rather Diſcipline) of us 
this Life, only as Acceſſaries to thoſe of 
his Benevolence; ſo that whether he per- 
mits Evil or Good to fall upon us, ftill it 

proceeds 
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proceeds from the Bowels of his Love, and 
in his faithful Proviſion for our trueſt In- 
tereſt. That all Things work together for 
Good to thoſe that love him.-----That not 
even an Hair of our Heads ſhall fall to 
the Ground without the Permiſſion of our 
heavenly Father------And that if we pati- 
ently perſevere in well-doing, our tran- 
ſtent Afflictions in this Life will work for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory in that which is to come. 
IN EE D, as the Miſeries which happen 
to Mankind here, ſeem to fall indiſeri - 
minately both on the Virtuous and the 
Wicked, it may to us have the Appear- 
ance of unequal Dealing from Gon to 
Men; but by the Chriſttan Revelation we 
are aſſured that in a future Life all theſe 
ſeeming Inequalities will be ſet right, and 
a ſuitable Diſtinction be made between 
good and bad Men: And for our ſtill 
greater Conſolation, to raiſe our drooping 
Hope, and renew our Endeavours of better 
Obedience aſter actual Tranſgreſſion of 
- Gon's Laws, it declares to us that peni- 
tent and reformed Sinners will be conſi- 
| . 
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dered by Gov amongſt the good and vir- 
tuous Part of Mankind.-----That- notwith- 
ſtanding our natural Frailty, and the 
Temptations we have to ſtruggle with, our 
bleſſed Redeemer hath not left us helpleſs 
in this our State of Trials and Difhculty, 
nor ceaſed when he aſcended up into Hea- 
ven to ſuccour and protect us on Earth; 
but hath fulfilled the gracious Promiſe he 
made to his Diſciples of ſending us a 
Comforter, even the Holy Ghoſt, who 
continually mediates with us in his Behalf 
here, whilſt he on ours is mediating with 
Gov his Father in Heaven: And having 
this ſarctifying Spirit to aſſiſt us, the Goſ- 
pel to direct us, and our Loꝝ 's moſt holy 
Life for our Example, if we are not want- 
ing to ourſelves, we cannot fail of con- 
dutting our Lives in ſuch a Way as Gop 
for his Sake will certainly accepe and 
reward. 

Wr have moreover the Comfort to find 
that he who is our Protector on Earth and 
our Advocate in Heaven, he, who both 
knows and pities our Infirmities, and re- 


gar ds us with the moſt perfect Love, is 
© "ale 
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alſo to be qur final Judge That all 
Power both in Heaven and Earth is given 
to him, ſo that he is able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt all that come to Gov by him, 
and who. laid down his own Life as the 
Propitiation for the Sins of all that believe 
and repent. and: reform their Lives accord- 
ing to his Goſpel ; and will at laſt receive 
them into his glorious Kingdom, where 
they ſhall be far removed from all Pain 
and Grief and Diſquietude, and inherit 
thoſe: Manſions of Happineſs which, from 
the Beginning were prepared for the Saints 
of Gon. Such are the happy Advantages, 
ſuch the gracious Terms of Salvation: of. 
fered to Mankind under the new Cove- 
nant, ſuch the Doctrines of the Goſpel of 
_ J=s8vs CuRISs T. 

Is it then to be 3 chat dhe 
thoughtful and the wiſe, the honell and 
beſt diſpoſed Part of Mankind ſhould em- 
brace the Religion which he propoſed? 
Can any one ſeriouſſy conſider the Laws 
and Precepts of the Chriſtian, Religion, 
without being ſenſible of their Utility and 


Soaring their Perfection, or without con- 
fe fling 


4 
feſſing that Nothing could have been de- 
viſed more worthy of human Reaſon and 
Regard, more correſpondent with the Na- 
ture of Mankind, or more effectual to 
their Peace and Well- being. 

Tut Documents it gives for Dede 
to our Reaſon it's natural Prerogative and 
proper Influence, ſo as not to fuffer the 
ſenſual and brutiſn Part of our Nature to 
uſurp and govern us, ſo as not to be en- 
ſlaved by Paſſion, or mifled by Fancy, to 
engage and perſevere in any Thing un- 
worthy of our Dignity, or deſtructive of 
our Happineſs and the Means provided to 
reſtore us to the divine Favour after caſual 
Deviation from our Duty, muſt convince 
every ſober and unprejudiced Man, that 
Nothing leſs than divine Wiſdom and 
Love, could have deviſed ſo excellent, fo 
amiable and incomparable a Religion as 
that which was taught by Jesus CRI; 
a Religion which connects our Duty with 
our Happineſs, by teaching us that the 
Practice of thoſe very Things which tend 
to the Peace, Tranquility, Harniony and 
Ny of Mankind m this Life, will 

N through 
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through him who loved us and gave him. 
ſelf for us, convey us to never-cealing 
Happineſs in a Life that ſhall ſucceed it; 
and that whilſt we ſeek for Glory and Im- 
mortality in the pleaſant and peaceful 
Paths of Piety and Virtue, all our un— 
avoidable Errors and Imperfections, will 
for his ſake be: MEE over-looked and 
PagWoned:: 

THE: * de Records, which 
kite conveyed to us theſe ſalutary Doc- | 
trines, have alſo preſerved the Hiſtory of 
J=8vs CHRIS F and his Apoſtles, by whom 
they were made known to the World, and 
the wonderful Circumſtances that attend- 
ed their Miniſtration. Can we then be⸗ 
ſtow too much Time in reading, medi- 
tating and underſtanding the Writings of 
the New Teſtament, or too much Dili: 
gence in practiſing the Duties they recom- 
mend ? ; Many of the Facts and Tran: 
actions they relate are indeed very extra- 
ordinary and wonderful ; but they come 
atteſted with ſuch irreſiſtible Proof and 
Evidence of Truth, ſuch indiſputable 
Marks of. divine rathoritys that if we be- 
Hattet“! | lie ve 
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lieve there ever was ſuch a Perſon as 
Jxsus of Nazareth upon Earth, which no 
one pretends to deny; and if we believe 
that the Relation we read of him in the 
| Books of the New Teſtament was really 
written by the Perſons whoſe Names. they 
bear, (and for which we have the concur- 
rent Teſtimony” of all thoſe eccleſiaſtical 
Writers who lived in, and immediately 
aſter their Times) we have all the Reaſon' 
in the World to believe the Facts and 
Miracles they have recorded to be true, 
and the Doctrines they 0 to be of 
divine original. | 
We cannot, when with he 8h 
Minds we read their Writings, but believe 
that in the Reign of the Roman Emperor 
Auguſtus, there was a Child born at Beth-. 
lehem of Judah, of obſcure Parents indeed, 
but whoſe Birth was made remarkable by 
many extraordinary Tokens and Circum- 
ſtances agreeing with the Predictions and 

Propheſies contained in the Jewiſh Scrip- 
tures concerning the Mxss1AH or SAVIOUR 
of Mankind, who had been ſo long and 

| often promiſed. of Gov, and at that Time 
N 2 ä 
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generally expected among the Fews---That 
Herod the then King of Fudea, alarmed at 
the ſtrange Reports he heard concerning 
him (and eſpecially at the Relation of the 
Eaſtern Magi, who had been conducted ſo 
far from their own Country by a celeſtial 
Luminary to ſee and pay Homage to the 
heavenly Babe) that he might make ſure 
of his Deſtruction, ordered a general Maſ- 
acre of all the Children in Bethlehem, at, 
and under the Age of two Years ; but 
that the Providence of the Al uIdHTY by 
the Meſſage of an Angel from Heaven pre- 
ſerved him from his Fury, cauſing him to 
be ſuddainly removed into a diſtant Re- 
gion, and in the ſame extraordinary Man- 
ner after Herod's Death brought him back 
and replaced him amongſt the Zews----That 
as he advanced in Years, his uncommon 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding aſtoniſhed their 
maſt learned Doctors, and that he pub- 

licly taught in their Synagogues------That 
his Life was holy and'exemplary-----That 
he was zealous for God and Religion, and 
univerſally tender and benevolent to Man- 


kind That he was conſtantly employed 
in 


is } 

in Works of Piety, Charity and Benefi- 
cence, feeding the Hungry, inſtructing 
the Ignorant, reproving the Wicked, en- 
couraging the Virtuous, comforting the 
Afflicted, and relieving the Diſtreſſes of 
all that ſought his Pity---»-That he declared 
himſelf to be the Sox of Gop, and that 
he was ſent by Gop his Father to cancel 
the ceremonial. Law of Maſes, and to eſ- 
tabliſh and confirm the moral Law, to re- 
form Mankind, to bring them to a more 
perfect Knowledge of Gop, to teach them 
a better Rule of Life, and a more excel- 
lent Way of Worſhip, than what was then 
practiſed among them, ſhewing them 
wherein true Religion conſiſted, and con- 
vincing them by undeniable Tokens, that 
he knew all Things, even the moſt ſecret 
Thoughts and Intentions of the Hearts of 
Men, and telling them plainly that he 
was the very. MzsSIAH,, of whom the 
Scriptures, made mention, and declaring 
to them, that whoſoever believed on him, 
and kept his Sayings, ſhould never periſh, 

but have everlaſting Life That he fore- 
told ta them many important future E- 


vents, 
ſ 
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vents; particularly his own Death and Re- 
ſurrection, the Deſtruction of the City 
and Temple of J7eruſalem, and the Diſ- 
treſſes of its Inabitants, and the miſerable 
Calamities that would happen to the Jews, 
in the Circumſtances that afterward beſell 
them, and informed them of the Cauſe of 
thoſe approaching Miſeries That he 
wrought many aſtoniſhing Miracles to 
convince them of his divine Power and 
Authority, ſo that the People were beyond 
Meaſure aftoniſhed at the mighty Power 
of Gon : For at his Word he gave Sight 
to the Blind, and Speech to the Dumb 
that had been ſo: from their Birth, made 
the Lame to walk, the Deaf to hear, re- 
ſtored the Sick, healed the Lepers, raiſed 
the Dead from tlie Grave, and reſtored 
them to Life again, walked on the Waves 
of the Sea, fed and ſatisfied Thouſands of 
People with a few Loaves and ſmall Fiſhes, 
and did numberleſs other wonderful 
Works, which no other befides him ever 
did, and that his Word went forth with 
Power, and he taught the People as one 
hows: Authority, machn not as the Scribes. 
That 
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That by theſe Means he drew great Num- 
bers of People after him, either as Spec- 
tators of his Miracles, Partakers of his 
Beneficence, or Followers of his Doctrines, 
and that the Multitudes were beyond 
Meaſure aſtoniſned both at his Doctrine 
and Power, confeſſing they had never ſeen 
it in this Manner, declaring their Belief 
that Gop had viſited his People, and that 
Jesus was of a Truth that Prophet which 
ſhould come into the World, even the Son 
of the Living G09 That the chief 
Prieſts and Governors of the ei State 
grew jealous of his Deſigns, apprehended 
him as a Seducer of the People and an 
Enemy to the eſtabliſhed Religion, and 
under theſe Charges prevailed on Pontius 
Pilate the Roman Governôr, to condemn 
him to the painful and ignominous Death 
of the Croſs, and took Care that he ſhould 
ſuffer, with all the Aggravations of Shame 
and Diſgrace in the Sight of all the People 
of Jeruſalem That wher the People 
would have made him their King, he re- 
fuſed the Offer, telling them plainly that 
his Kingdom was not of this World. 
bus ” That 
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That when he was carried before the 
Judgment Seat, the Judge himſelf bore 
Teſtimony of his Innocence, - declaring 
that he found no Fault in him, and with 
Fear and Reluctance delivered him up 
for Execution, telling them he was inno- 
cent of the Blood of this juſt Perſon—. 
That at the Inſtant of his Death Nature it- 
ſelf ſeemed to be in Agitation, the Veil 
of the Temple at Jeruſalem was rent from | 
the Top to the Bottom, the Earth trem- 
bled; the Rocks were torn aſunder, the 
Sun was darkened, the Graves were open- 
ed, and many Bodies of departed Saints 
aroſe from their Tombs and appeared to 
many in the holy City-----That the Officer 
who commanded the Guards, and thoſe 
that were with®him, when they ſaw theſe 
Wonders, were ſtruck with Terror, and 
confeſſed, truly this was the Son of Gon 
__ »—Fhat notwithſtanding he was feen'pub- 
| licly to expire on the Crofs, and was laid 
in a Sepulchre well ſecured, ſealed and 
gtarded by armed Men under ſtrict Com- 
mand, yet the third Day after his Cruci- 
fixion he was found riſen from the Dead, 
and 
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and his Grave thrown open by an Angel 
from Heaven, and that after his Reſur- 
rection he appeared to, and converſed 
with his Difciples, comforting them un- 
der their ſad Affliction, and expounding 
to them the ſeveral Parts of the. Writings 
of Moſes, the Prophets, and the Pſalms, 
which related to himſelf, telling them 
what they muſt ſuffer in this Life for his 
Sake, commanding them to preach the 
Goſpel in all the World, and make Di- 
ſciples to his Religion I THE Nang of 
THE FATHER, AND OF THE Sox, AND OP 
THE HOLY Ghost, promiſing to be ever 
_ with them, even to the End of the World, 
ſo that the Gates of Hell ſhould never 
prevail againſt his Church; and that after 
theſe Things he aſcended into Heaven in 
the Sight of a great Number of Spectators 
------- That after his Aſcenſion, the Holy 
Ghoſt, that Comforter from Heaven which 
he had promiſed to fend his Apoſtles, vi- 
hbly deſcended on them in the Appear- 
ance of Fire, enduing them with amazing 
Gifts and Powers from on high, enabling 
them to perform the like Si gns and Won- 
29 Q | ders 
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ders as their Lox o had done before them, 
and amongſt other Particulars to preach 


the Goſpel inſtantaneouſly in every differ- 


ent Language of their Auditors, from what 


Part of the Earth ſoever they came, to heal 


the Sick, to cleanſe the Lepers, to caſt 


out Demons, and the like, only by cal- 


ling upon his Name That no Threats or 
Puniſhments (not even Death itſelf) were 
ſufficient to ſhake their Stedfaſtneſs, or 
deter them from executing the Commands 
and propagating the Doctrines, which their 


Lon had committed to their Charge 


That the Chief Prieſts and Elders of the 
Jeus, though they denied the principal 


Facts which the Apoſtles related and con- 


demned the Doctrines they taught were 
nevertheleſs unable to diſprove the one, 
or to confute or ſuppreſs the other; but 
that Multitudes of People, convinced 
of the Truth of their Reports, and the 
Reaſonableneſs of their Doctrines, conti- 
nually came over to the Religion they 
profeſſed and taught, and readily relin - 
quiſhed every Proſpect of worldly Inter- 
eſt and Emolument, which oppoſed their 

| # be- 
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becoming the ung of the Crucified 
IEsus. 

No unprejudiced Perſon can read over 
the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament with 
ſerious Attention, without diſcovering its 
Reference to the New, and perceiving the 
perfect Harmony and Agreement there is 
between the one and the other, and how 
neceſſary the one is to clear up the obſcure 
and myſterious Paſſages of the other, or 
without concluding that the ſame divine 
Spirit, which inſpired the holy Prophets 
in their Predictions and Revelations con- 
cerning the Mss IAR, did alſo inſpire and 
aſſiſt the holy Apoſtles and Evangeliſts in 
what they have written EY _ 
and his Religion. | 820 
Ax whoever thus nes their Writings, 
and conſiders all the Circumſtances that 
attended the Writers, cannot in the leaſt 
queſtion the Truth of what they have re- 
corded ; for, can any one ſuppoſe that a 
few illiterate” and obſcure Men, without 
any Proſpect of worldly Intereſt to induce 
them, or any- earthly Power whatever to 
W and ſupport them; Men of ſuch 
Os aps 
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approved Modeſty and artleſs Honeſty as 
they confeſſedly were, and who, in every 
Part of their Character and Conduct, had 
the ſtricteſt Regard to Integrity and Truth, 
univerſally allowed to be ſober and in- 
offenſive Perſons, whoſe chief Aim and 
Concern apparently was the Advancement 
af genuine Piety and uſeful Morality in 
the World; Men, who profeſſed to be- 
lieve and teach a Reſurrection from the 
Dead, and a futyre general Judgment, 
wherein every Man muſt give an Account 
of his awn Works, and that wicked Men 
in general, and all Hypocrites and Liars 
in particular, would be doomed to a State 
of inexpreſſible Anguiſh and Torment ·— 
I ſay, can any one ſuppole that ſuch Men, 
would farſake all that was dear and valu- 
able to them on Earth, and act in open 
Oppolition to the eſtabliſhed Religion, 
Laws and Government of their Country, 
and voluntarily expoſe themſelves to Re- 
proach, Contempt and Inſult, and under- 
go, as they did, with Patience and Re- 
ſignation, nay with Complacency and Tri -; 
umph, the moſt cruel Tortures that hu- 
| man 
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man Malice could deviſe, or the Power 
of Tyrants inflict; and even dye Mar- 
tyrs to a Falſehood of their own Inven- 
tion? | ? 

Many of the Miracles they have record- 
ed, they affirmed to have been wrought in 
the moſt public Manner, in the Preſence 
of great Numbers of Spectators, and even 
of the Scribes and Phariſees their bittereſt 
Enemies: And if no ſuch Miracles as 
they mention had been performed, can 
any one imagine that the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees would not have taken effectual Means 
to diſprove them, and to puniſh and ſi- 
lence the Impoſtors? And would not all 
ſober Men have deteſted them for ſo i im- 
pudent a Forgery ? 

Fox Inſtance, when it was affirmed 10 
St. Luke of the Perſon who (as he declared) 
had been lame from his Cradle, and ge- 
nerally known to the Inhabitants of Jeru- 
falem, by his having ſo long begged at the 
principal Gate of the Temple, that he 
was inſtantly cured by St. Peter, on his 
only invoking the Name of Ixsus, which 
Merl was ſo publicly known, that it 
converted 
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converted no leſs than five thouſand Per. 
fans to the Chriſtian Faith ; if the Report 
of fo remarkable a Story had been without 
a Foundation in Fact, the very Publica- 
tion of it would have provoked thouſands 
of People, nay the whole Nation of the 
Jews, and eſpecially the Inhabitants of 

Feruſalem to contradict and filence it. 
Ix like Manner would the Relation of 
our Lord's feeding above five thouſand 
Perſons with five Loaves and a few little 
Fiſhes, have been confuted and diſproved. 
So alla the Report of St. Paul when he 
affirmed that our Lon p, after his Reſur- 
rection, appeared to above five hundred 
Brethren at one Time, the greater Part of 
whom he declared to be living at the Time 
he mentioned it; had this been falſe, it 
is next to impoſſible it could eſcape. the 
Shame of Detection; and who, after: this, 
would have given Credit to any Relation, 
ar paid any the leaſt Regard to the Doc - 
trines preached to them as Truth by ſuch 
2 Perſon? Eſpecially when the Doctrines 
he taught were contradictory to their na- 
tive RO and eſtabliſhed Religion. 
| AGAIN 
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Acain, when the Diſciples affirmed 
that their LoxD was riſen from the Dead, 
the chief Prieſts and Elders gave out that 
they had ſtolen the Body from the Sepul- 
chre whilſt the Souldiers who had been 
ſet to guard it were aſleep, and bribed the 
Souldiers to vouch their Report. 

Bur if the Souldiers really were aſleep 
how could they know the Diſciples came 
and ſtole away the Body ? - Or how came 
it that they were not puniſhed for fo pal- 
pable a Neglect of Duty, and the Diſciples 
for their Theft and Impoſture? ; 

Suni x the chief Prieſts and Rulers of 
the Jews might have gone further in the 
Matter than they did, if they had been 
true in what they affirmed: They were 
Men of high Reverence and Authority 
amongſt the People, veſted with the 
Power of the State, and conſequently fur- 
niſhed with every Means of procuring 
Informations, and of gaining or extorting 
Confeſſions, and the Perſons accuſed were 


Men of tow Degree and flender Subſtance, 
without Power, without Learning, with- 
out any worldly Intereſt or Connections 
what- 
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whatever to abett or ſupport them: And 
can it be imagined that the chief Prieſts 
and Elders (againſt ſuch helpleſs Men) 
would not have made a thorough Enquiry 
into a Report that they ſeemed ſo much 
concerned to contradict and ſuppreſs, had 
they been really perſuaded that what the 
' Diſciples of Jasus had reported was not 
true? And if they had thus enquired 
into it, can we ſuppoſe, if it had been 
falſe, that out of ſo many Perſons as mult 
have been privy to it, no one of them all, 
either from'a Regard to Juſtice and Truth, 
or out of the Fear of Puniſhment or 
the Hope of 'a Reward, would have be- 
trayed the Secret, and given ſuch: Infor- 
mation as would have enabled the Jewiſſ 
Rulers at orice to deſtroy and put an End 
to the Belief of what the Diſciples had 
reported? And if it had once been 
proved that they ſtole the Body of Ixsus, 
would any one afterward have taken their 
Word ſor the Reſurrection, or become 
Converts to a Religion which they knew 
to be founded on a iy, notorious Falſe- 
hood A 5 

Bor 
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Bur the Matter was ſo far otherwiſe, 
that the Diſciples, conſcious of no Fraud 
or Impoſture on their Part, continued to 
and fro at Jeruſalem, for the Space of 
forty Days after the Report of their having 
ſtolen the Body of their Maſter, was ſpread 
through the City ; for though they depart- 
ed after the Reſurrection to meet him as 
he had appointed them, yet they returned 
again to Jeruſalem, and publicly aſſerted 
to the Face of theſe their powerful and 
incenſed Enemies, that Gop had indeed 
raiſed from the Dead that fame Nene 
whom they had crucihed. _ 

Tux Conſequence of this was, that they 
had them apprehended and brought be- 
fore the Council for preaching through 
Jesus the Reſurrection from the Dead. 
Bur how did they proceed with them? 
Did they bring any charge againſt them, 
of their having ſtolen the Body of their 
crucified Maſter? No! we hear of No» 
thing like it: But on the contrary, being 
unable. to gainſay the Teſtimony the A- 
poſtles gave of the Reſurrection, by a 


nn. juſt then- performed by them in 
| P the 
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the Name of JIxsus Cuxisr, they ordered 
them to withdraw, and conſulted together 
what they ſhould do to them, warily ob- 
ſerving that the notable Miracle now 
wrought by them was manifeſt to all the 
Dwellers at Jeriſalem, ſo that it could not 
by any Means be denied; and therefore 
that it might ſpread no further, they a- 
greed to call them back, and command 
them to teach no more in his Name. 
"THrxy were accordingly remanded back 
before the Concil, and had this command 
given them. But fo great was the Con- 
fidence of Peter and Jon, that they made 
them this plain and honeſt Reply; Whe- 
ther it be right in the Sight of God to hearken 
unto you more than to Gov, judge ye ; for 
we cannot but'ſpeak' the Things we have ſeen 
and heard. So when they had further 
threatened them they det them go. 
Now what Effect did their Threats and 
Commands produce? None truly, but 
ſuch as ſerved to prove their own Con- 
ſciouſneſs, and the Truth of theſe injured 
Men; for they ſtill continued openly to 
pd and . weir. former Doctrines, 
| and 
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and daily brought over Numbers of Con- 
verts to their Perſuaſion. | 
_ ArTER all this, who could believe has 
the Diſciples ſtole the Body of Jzsus.? Or 
even that the chief Prieſts and Elders 
themſelves did not believe the contrary ?. 
| Or what reaſonable Men could otherwiſe 
conclude; than that the Miracle, then 
wrought by the Apoſtles in the Name of 
Jzsvs, could proceed from no other Power 
than that of Gop, and that Gop was in- 
deed the Author and Favourer, as well of 
their Doctrines as of their Miracles? 
Many like Inſtances might be produced 
to prove the Truth of the Facts recorded 
by the. Evangeliſts, and indeed the rapid 
Progreſs it made both amongſt Jews and 
Gentiles, is a ſtill further Proof of it. 
Wux we conſider all theſe Things, 
and obſerve that the evangelical Writers 
were converſant with our Lox p, and Eye- 
Witneſſes to moſt of the Facts they men- 
tion, and the general Belief they obtained 
amongſt the fober and unprejudiced Part 
of their Cotemporaries, notwithſtanding 
the Combination of ſo much Art and Pow- 
A er 
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2B 
| 


[7 166 | 
er to oppoſe and filence them, we may 
appeal to the common Senſe and Reaſon 
of Mankind, whether it is poſſible for any 
Report or Hiſtory to come atteſted with | 
more various, more pregnant or more un- 
queſtionable Motives of Credibility, than 


the Hiſtory of Jesvs CuRIsT and his A- 


poſtles, as recorded in the Books of the 
New Teſtament. 

Fon, if the Facts had been at all con- 
futed, who can ſuppoſe that ſuch Mul- 
titudes of People, who lived in the very 
Time and on the very Spot where thoſe 
Things are ſaid to have been tranſacted, 
and knew what was done and ſaid on both 
Sides, would have embraced a Religion, 
which they had any Reaſon to believe 
was founded on Falfity and Impoſture ? 
Was it ſo eafy a Matter for Men to over- 
come the Prejudices of Education, and 
forſake the Religion of their Anceſtors, 
and the eftabliſhed -Profeffion of their 
Times, to forego all Views of worldly. 
Pomp, Grandeur and Intereſt, and to ex- 
pole themſel ves to public perſecution and 
all the Pains and Penaltres of human Laws, 

for 


! 
for the Sake of a Religion, which they 
knew, or even doubted to have in Reality 
no good Foundation? And what could 
induce ſuch vaſt Numbers of the next ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, not only of the illiterate 
and credulous Vulgar, but of the wiſeſt, 
moſt learned, and moſt conſiderable Men, 
upon the moſt ſcrupulous Enquiry into 
the Truth of Things, to become Converts 
to Chriſtianity, even in Countries, where 
by their Laws 1t was Capital to avow it; 
and which at the fame Time excluded 
them from all Views of worldly Emolu- 
ment, placed the Hopes of its Votaries 
beyond the Grave, and laid ſuch Re- 
ſtraints on all the ſenſual Enjoyments, 
and darling Paſſions of Mankind, that un- 
der it they muſt abridge themſelves of 
many Pleaſures and Gratifications, which 
their former Religions allowed them free- 
ly to indulge ? I ſay, what could induce 
them to embrace ſuch a Religion, but the 
Evidence of its Truth and divine Autho. 
rity? It could not have ſucceeded as it 
did, without er to ien and _ 
1 i. | 
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Ix was deſtitute of all Countenance and 
Support from the civil Powers, contra- 
dictory to the eſtabliſned Religions and 
Laws of States and Countries, averſe to 
the favourite Paſſions and Inclinations, 
Views and Prejudices of Mankind, con- 
demned by the Jeus, ridiculed by the 
Greeks and Romans, and perſecuted by 
them all. In ſhort, it ſtruggled with e- 
very Kind of worldly Reſiſtance, and yet 
it bore down all Oppoſition, and became 
more and more prevalent the more it was 
oppoſed. - So mightily grew the Word of 
Gon, and increaſe. 

Ap what, but the Aſſurance of * 
divine Favour and Support, could have 
animated and prevailed, on the CArxiſt- 
ian Fathers, in the early Ages of Perſe- 
cution, to ſtand forth with ſuch Firmneſs 
and Intrepidity againſt their moſt formid- 
able Adverſaries, and challenge even Em- 
perors, Kings and Senates, all the Arts of 
Philoſophy, and all the Powers of human 
Eloquence and Policy to diſprove or con- 
ſute their Doctrines, or prevail on them to 
renounce their Profeſſion? 


No ow, 
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Now, when we put all the afore-men- 
tioned Circumſtances together, and conſi- 
der the Chriſtian © Religion with all the 
various Teſtimonies it carries, the Utility 
of its Precepts, and the Reaſonableneſs of 
its Doctrines, its Analogy with the Courſe 
of human Nature, the {ſupernatural Proof 
of undoubted Miracles, the Completion 
of numerous diſtant and unconnetted Pro- 
pheſies, the Capacity and Diſintereſted- 
neſs of its Witneſſes, the wonderful and 
ſpeedy Progreſs it made amongſt all Ranks 
and Degeces of Men, and the Triumph it 
ſtill holds in the World through a Series 
of every Kind of Oppoſition. 

I fay, when we conſider all theſe Teſti- 
Area theje joint and united Strength, 
we cannot poſſibly doubt its divine Ori- 
ginal, or that the ſame Almighty Power, 
by which it hath all along been protected 
and preſerved, will ſtill continue to pro- 
tect and en er it, even to the End * 
the World. 

Ir might incleed have reaſbeldbly been 
nies that a Religion ſo amiable and 
8 ſo productive of every ſolid 

Comfort 
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Comfort and true Happineſs of Mankind, 
uould long ſince have become the uni ver- 
fall Religion of the World; but Gos, to 


whoſe View all Things are open through 
the moſt diſtant Ages of Futurity, and 
who alone knows what Times and Cir- 
cumſtances are proper for the Accompliſh- 
ment of every ' Purpoſe of his wiſe and 
good' Providence, hath not thought fit to 
make known unto us the Time when this 
happy Event ſhall take Place, nor his par- 
ticular Views in protracting it. 

We may however obſerve, that after 
the firſt Promiſes of ſending a Redeemer 
into the World, Gop was pleaſed to let 
many Ages run on, and many .remote 
Incinents to concur, to prepare Mankind 
for the Chriſtian Revelation, before that 
Diſpenſation took Place, without diſcloſ- 
ing to them the exact Time when it ſhould 
be accompliſhed : And altho we have 
good Reaſon to believe that the Religion 
of Jesvs CuxIis T, will at ſome Time be 
embraced by every Nation under Heaven, 
yet it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that this 


happy Criſis will gradually advance, and 
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be brouglit about by à Train of diſlant 
conſpiring Events, ſo as not to take place 
till Gop in the Courſe of his Providence; 
ſhall have wrought and effected all the 
proper and ſuitable Citcumſtances for its 
Accompliſhtnent ; and what theſe my be 
Gop only knows: 

Tux wonderful Progreſs of the Golpel 
in its Infancy, under all the Prejudiceand 
Oppoſition both of Jews and Gentiles, was 
(as is before mentioned) a Demonſtration 
that it had the Support and Favour of the 
ALMIGHTY, and ſeemed to promiſe its 
ſpeedy univerſal Prevalence ; but the 
proper Time was not yet come: It had 
other Prejudices to ſubdue, and other Ob- 
ſtacles to remove before it could univer- 
lally prevail and appear in its peta 8 5 
of Evidence. 3 


Ix the early Ages of Chriſtianity, the 
Notions which-fome ' of the Heathen Con- 
verts formed of their new Religion, were 
in many Reſpects very imperfect; the 
Impreſſions of Pagan Superſtition were in 
fome hard to be overcome, and the Noti- 


ons of heatheniſn Philoſophy had a ſtrong 
Q Influence 
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Influence on Others, ſo that ſome of the 
principal Truths of the Goſpel became 
perplexed and miſrepreſented. Hence 
aroſe the great Corruptions of Chriſtianity, 
Which ſoon prevaled: Hence proceeded 

Contentions and Diſputations amongſt the 
the Paſtors and Teachers of CHRIST'S Re- 
lügion, to the no ſmall Difgrace and Diſ- 
. of his'Flock. 

Ix its more advanced State, the Doors, 
of the Church entirely departed from the 
primitive Spirit of ' Chriſtianity. Inſtead 
of adhering to the genuine Doctrines of 
the New Teſtament, they loaded and de- 
formed Religion with Abſurdities of their 
dyn Device, and introduced a crafty Syſ- 

tem of religious Polity, ſuited to the 
Views of worldly Ambition, en and 
e Power. n 
„ IxST EAD of that amiable Mickisfs 
| Sinidpbiedey and Gentleneſs, and that fin- 
cere Concern for the Happineſs of Man- 
kind, which ſo eminently diſtinguifhed 
the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of the 
Goſpel, they uſurped the Kingdom of 
PIT 7 and: wicked the Rights of his 
Subjects, 
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Subjects, arrogating to themſelves the ſole 
Authority of judging for all Men, and ex 
acting an implicit Obedience to their ar- 
bitrary Deciſions and Decrees under the 
moſt unchriſtian Cenſures and horrid A. 
nathemas. 1 10 Data uf) 

HENCE new an * ad new 
Diſputes ſucceeded. The Tendency of 
thoſe Diſputes hath been to open the Eyes 
of Mankind, and to lead them to diſtin- 
guiſh Truth from Error, by teaching them 
to examine the holy Scriptures for them- 
ſelves, and to draw their Religion from 
them only; and in all thoſe. Chriſtian 
Countries where the free Uſe of the ſacred 
Volumes is allowed, moſt of thoſe Ab- 
ſurdities, wherewith ignorant or deſign- 
ing Men had deformed the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, have been properly expoſed 
and refuted, and every ſuch Diſcovery 
hath made our holy Religion appear ſtill 
more amiable and excellent in the Opin- 
ion of ſober and reaſonable Men. 

- Bur ſtill the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
are in general far from having attained to 
that Degree of Chriſtian Perfection. and 
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pious Regularity, or that State of univer: 
ſal Love and Unity amongſt themſelves 
vrhich the Goſpel recommends, and which 
if once generally eſtabliſhed, could not 


fail to engage the Attention, and win the 
Approbation of eyery civilized Nation 
upon Earth, 

Bur ſuch is the Parverknek of Man: 
| kind, that the nobleſt Purpoſes are often 
perverted and made productive of the 
worſt Effects. Even in this our native 
Country, where a general religious Li- 
berty is indulged, and the holy Scriptures 
freely laid open to the Peruſal and Study 
of all Men (from whence it might reaſon» 
_ ably have been expected, that Chriſtians 
of every Perſuaſion would grow in Grace, 
and in the Knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour J=sus- Cuxtisr, and become us 
nited together in Love to all Aſſurance 
of Underſtanding, to the Acknowledg - 
ment of the Myſtery of Gap, and of 
the Father, and of CHRIST, yet) the 
Caſe is unhappily otherwiſe; for this 
Liberty is frequently carried into Li- 
me ſo _ an almoſt general 

0 Neglect 


( roy ) 
Neglect of Religion hath taken Place, and 
produced in ſome Inſtances, an open Con- 
tempt of the n __ of divine * 
yelation,' 

- Puekc ff Cn Dons 3 * to 
« defeat the very End of Chriſtianity, as 
well by perverting its Doctrines as by 
* undermining its Evidence, and this 
even by ſome who profeſs themſelves 
Teachers of tha un 2 ab Je tus 
CHRIST, 

* EVERY Thing 8 to it as anew 
$6 Covenant, as a Scheme of Reconciling 
** offending Creatures, to an offended 
Creator, is exploded, and Force is of-- 
* fered to the expreſs Letter of the Serip- 
* tureg, and to the common Senſe of eve · 
* ry impartial Reader of them, to explain 
away whatever is ſaid upon, or implied 
in the Doctrine of our Redemption. 
Tux Foundation of it in the Fall of 
Man, and the Corruption of his Nature; 
* js poſitively denied; the Neceſſity of it 
eis evaded by Attempts to prove, that 
** Repentance for what is paſt, and Amend- 
6 2 the future, is a ſufficient Expi- 

60 ation 
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ation for Offences: The Notion of any 
Satisfaction to be made to the Honour 
and Juſtice of the divine Lawgiver, is 
* ridiculed; and the Efficacy. of that 
* which the Goſpel declares was actually 
* made by the meretorious Attonement 
offered by the eternal Son of God, is 
* 1hvalidated by diſowning his Divinity. 
FTnus our Saviour is deprived of every 
Thing but an unmeaning Name; and 
* his Diſciples of every valuable Hope in 
and through him; and his Religion of 
* very Thing which — it n 
c ̃οοẽ Syſtem of Ethics. 

To repreſent the an by W 
* theſe Notions, whether proceeding from 
real or diſguiſed Sentiments, are to be 
* refuted; would be to tranſcribe almoſt 
* every Page of the Neu Teſtament. An 
impartial Deiſt would allow that the 
Doctrine of Redemption by a divine 
5 gaviour, is therein contained, for which 
« Reaſon he fairly rejects them toge- 
* ther; but the Inconſiſtency »certainly 
is the greater in thoſe: Who allow the 
„ ſacred Pages, and yet reject the Contents 

* ob them. n 
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« In theſe the lapſed State of human 
Nature, the Inſufficiency of Repentance 
„alone without Faith in CyR1sT; - the 
* Reaſonableneſs of a propitiatory Attone- 
ment, the actual Appointment of one by 
* the eternal Father, the meretorious Com- 
* pletion of it by the eternal Son, and the 
effectual Sanctification of our fallen Na- 
* ture by the eternal Spirit, are An, 
* and diſtinctly taught.” | 

ALL Men, conſidered as the on 
of Adam, are in a State of Enmity with 
GOD: They are by Nature the Children 
* of Wrath, Eph. ii. g. By the Offence 
* of one Man Judgment came on All to 
* Condemnation,” Rom. v. 18. For until 
* the Law Sin was in the World, and Death 
* reigned from Adam to Moſes, even over 
them, who had not ſinned according to 
* the Similitude of Adam's Tranſgreſſion, 
(viz. againſt plain and poſitive Revelation) 
Rom. v. 14, 15, Sc. And even by the 
Deeds of the Law ſhall no Fleſh be juſti- 
* fied, Rom. iii. 20. And we know that 
in us (that is in our Fleſh) dwelleth no 
* good Thing,” Rom. vii. 18. But Go» 

5 chuſeth 
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* efuſeth us unto. Salvation through the 


Sanctification of the Spirit and Belief of 


© the Truth,“ 1 Te, ii. 19. - * So then we 
are ſanctiſied by the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 


xv. 16. Who helpeth our Infirmities, 


Rom. viii. 28. And worketh in us both 
to will and to do according to the good 
* Pleaſure of Go, Phil. ii. 14. And 


* therefore it is not of Works but by Grace 


© that we are ſaved through F aith, and that 
* not of ourſelves, for it is the Gift of 
Seo ii. 8, 9. 

% HE who knew our Nature much better 
& than we ourſelves do, and who only 
* could know his own, who alone could 
* underſtand the real Demerit of actual 
* Tranſgreſfion againſt his divine Majeſty, 
* and the Terms on which they might be 
* rendered pardonable, confiltently with 
* his divine Wiſdom and Juſtice, and the 
Vengeance due to them if unattoned and 
* unreformed, hath graciouſly condefcend- 


ed to make known to us theſe Particu- 


* lars, and to tell us what Gov hath done 
* for us, and what he ſtill requires us to 


6c 0 for ourſelves. And by declaring his 
will 
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„Will to us as to the Method of accept: 
ing returning Sinners, hath manifeſted 
* a marvellous and gracious Diſplay. of the 
„divine Attributes, an harmonious Rez 
% conciliation of the Holineſs, Wiſdom; 
« Juſtice and Mercy of God, by ſetting 
forth his Son as the Propitiation through 
„Faith in his Blood, to declare his Righ» 
« teouſneſs for the Remiſſion of Sins that 
* are paſt, through the Forbearance 'of 
* GonD, Rom. iii. 25: 

What the Law could not do in 1 it 
was weak through the Fleſh, Gos, ſend- 
ing his Son, made in the Likeneſs of hu- 
* man Fleſh, for Sin condemned Sin in 
the Fleſh,” Rom. viii. 3. I deliver un- 
to you that which I alſo received, how 
* that Is us CuRISTH died for our Sins, 
1 Cor. xv. g. The Juſt for the Unjuſt, 
* that he might bring us to God, 1 Pet. 
iii. 18. He who knew no Sin became 
Sin for us, that our Treſpaſſes not being 
imputed unto us, we might be made 
the Righteouſneſs of Gop in him, 2 Cor. 
v. 19, 21. For altho' we were dead 
in our Sins and the Uncircumciſſion of 
tea bi: * our 
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tour Fleſh, yet having our Tre ſpaſſes for- 
given, we are quickened through him, 
who hath blotted out the Hand-Writing 
© of Ordinances that were againſt us, and 
* took it out of the Way, nailing it to his 
Croſs, Coloſ. ii. 14. We are not re- 
© deemed with corruptible Things, as Sil- 
ver and Gold, but with the precious 
Blood of ChRIST, as a Lamb without 
© Blemiſh and without Spot, 1 Pet. i. 18, 
19. And *© Herein Gop commendeth his 
Love to us, in that whilſt we were yet 
Sinners, Cuxrsr died for us; and being 
© now juſtified by his Blood, we ſhall be 
© ſaved from Wrath through him; for if 
* whilſt we were Enemies we were recon- 
© ciled to Gop by the Death of his Son, 
* how much rather ſhall we be ſaved by 
the Life of Jesus ChRIST, by whom we 
have now received the Attonement,' 
Rom. v. 8, &c. * Such an High Prieſt be- 
© came us, Who is holy, harmleſs, unde- 
filed, ſeparate from Sinners, and made 
higher than the Heavens; Who needeth 
not daily as the High Prieſts under the 
Law, to offer up Sacrifice, firſt for his 
| « own 
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* own Sins, and then for the People's, Heb 
vii. 26, 27. Therefore We have an High 
« Prieſt who is ſet. on the Throne of the 
* Majeſty in the Heavens, Heb. viii. 1. 
Even CarsT, Who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himſelf without Spot to 
* Gon,” Heb. ix. 14. And After he had 
offered this one Sacrifice for Sins, he for 
* ever ſat down at the right Hand of Gon, | 
Heb. x. 12. 

We find the Notion of genie pre- 
vailing amongſt Mankind down from the 
Days of Adam, and have frequent Inſtan- 
ces of Gon's Approbation of that Species 
of Worſhip before the Eſtabliſhment. of 
the Mojatc Covenant; and in that Diſpen- 
ſation the actual Appointment of it by 
Go Db. But the New Teftament informs us, 
that it was not poſſible for. thoſe Sacri- 
hces to take away _ how often _ 
they were repeated. E= 

In what Light then can we — 
them, but as Shadows and Preſigurations 
of the great propitiatory Sacriſice which 
was to be offered for' the Sins of all Man- 
linde by the eternal Son of God, Who 
| R 2 appeared 
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appeared once for all, that by the Sacri- 

 +fice- of himſelf once offered, he might 
*<effettually put away Sin, and perfect for 

{ever thoſe that are ſanctified, Heb. x. 14, 

| And who * By his own Blood hath obtained 
3 eternal Redemption for us, Heb. ix. 12. 
That Jesus, who is the Mediator of the 

new Covenant,“ Heb. ix. 15, Even the 

Son of the Living God, Who is the 

« Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the 

| ©exprefs' Image of his Perſon, when he 

had by himſelf purged our Sins, ſat down 

© on the right Hand of the Majeſty on high, 

Heb. i. g. Hath himſelf born our Sins 

in his own Body on the Croſs, 1 Pet. ii. 

24. And is entered into the Heavens 

now to appear in the Preſence of Gop, 

Heb.” ix. 24. Where he ever liveth to 
make Interceſſion for us, Heb. vii. 25. 
And we know that the Son of Gop is 
come, and hath given us an Underſtand- 
ing that we might know him that is true, 
even his Son Jesus CuRIST. This is the 
true G0 and eternal Life, 1 John, v. 
20. Let this Hope then be our Conſola- 
bien os let us = for Refuge to lay 

; bold 
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hold of this Hope as an Anchor of the 
soul both ſure and ſtedfaſt, which enter- 
eth into that within the Veil, whither 
the Forerunner is for us entered, even 
Jæsus, made a Prieſt for ever after the 
Order of Melchiſedec, Heb. vi. 18, 19, 20. 

Wren we find this Doctrine ſo plainly 
expreſſed and univerſally taught in the 
facred Pages, when we meditate on-GoD's 
gracious proviſion for Mankind, and con- 
ſider in how wonderful a Manner the di- 
vine Providence hath from the Beginning 
engaged itſelf in the Procurement of our 
Happineſs; when we ſee the whole hu- 
man Race (IJEsus CHRISH excepted) thro 
the Tranſgreſſion of their firſt Parents, 
eſtranged from God, and prone to every 
Thing which tends to keep them ſo; when 
we perceive that all Men have ſinned, and 
come ſhort of the Glory of God, and the 
Inability of all and every Man to yield a 
perfect unſinning Obedience to his Laws, 
even after the moſt ſerious Reſolutions of 
Amendment of Life, we cannot but be 
ſurprized that any one, who reads the 
New Ad overlook the Neceſſity, 


Propriety, 


an 7] 

Propriety and Reality of that propitiatory 
Sacrifice, which thoſe Scriptures fo plain- 
ly aſſure us, was offered by our Lord 

J=sus Cuxisr: And if we take thoſe 
Scriptures in the plain Senſe of their Ex- 
preſſion, We cannot but be convinced of 
t to our inexpreſſible Conſolation: We 
cannot but be ſtruck with Wonder and 
Aſtoniſnment, and affected with Senti- 
ments of Gratitude and Piety at the amaz - 
ing Scene of magnificent Love, carried on 
and compleated by the Son of Gop, who 
condeſcended to leave the Glory which 
he had with the eternal Father before the 
World was, and be clothed with human 
Fleſh, and converſe with ſinful Men; to 

ſubmit to alt the Miſeries and Indignities 
of Reproach, Contempt and cruel Freat- 
ment from an ungrateful World, and even 
undergo the Agonies of an ignominous 
and painful Death, to redeem us from a 
State of Sin and Miſery, to procure our 
 Reconcihiatian with Gop, and purchaſe 
for us an Inheritance in his eternal King- 
dom ot Nliſs and Glory: That he Who is 
2 - 7 eee God, and the 
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© firſt begotten of the whole Creation, by 
whom, and for whom, all Things both in 
Heaven and Earth were created, who 
is before all Things, and by whom all 
Things conſiſt, who is the Head of the 
Body of the Church, and the firſt born 
from the Dead, Col. i. 15, 16, Sc. And 
in whom all the Plentitude of the God- 
* head dwelleth bodily,” Col. ii. 9g. Should 
offer himſelf a Sacrifice for Sin, Eph. v. 
1. And to redeem us from the Curſe of 
© the Law, he himſelf. was made a Curie 
for us, Gal. iii. 13. And became the 
Propitiation for our Sins, 1 John ii. 2. 
And that having Redemption through his 
Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, 
Coloſ. i. 14. And being juſtified through 
* Faith, we have Peace with Cop through 
Jesus CuRIST, Rom. v. i. That altho' 
no Fleſh could be juſtified in the Sight 
* of Gop by the Deeds of the Law; yet 
© the Righteouſneſs of God, witneſſed by 
* the Law and the Prophets, is now mani- 
* teſted, even the Righteouſneſs of Gon, 
* which is by Faith in Jesus CHRIST, unto. 
'all, and upon all that believe, being 
| « juſtified 
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* juſtified freely by his Grace, through the 
Redemption that is in CnRIS 7 IEsus, 
*,whom Goo hath ſet forth to be the Pro- 
pitiation through Faith in his Blood, to 
declare his righteouſneſs for the Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins that are paſt, through the 
Forbearance of God, that as all have ſin- 
ned and come ſhort of the Glory of Goo, 
he might be juſt, and the Juſtifier of him 
* that believeth in Iæsus, Rom. iii. 20, &c. 
Wæꝭ lee The Scripture hath included 
Lall under Sin, that the Promiſe of Faith 
by Jesus CxxIsT, might be given to them 
that believe, Gal. iii. 22. For God ſo 
* loved. the World, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
*on-him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
* laſting Life, John iii. 16. © Herein is 
Love indeed, not that we loved God, 
© but that he loved us and ſent his Son to 
b be the Propitiation for our Sins, 1 John 
iv. 10. And to be the Saviour of the 
World, Verſe 14. There is therefore 
no Condemnation for them that are in 
Cnxisr Jæsus, who walk not after the 
1 ab. . after the Spirit, Kom. viii. 1. 
s Now 


+ 
Now if the Spirit of him that raiſed up 
Jrsus from the Dead dwell in us, he that 
* raiſed up Jxsus from the Dead will alfo 
* quicken our mortal Bodies by: his Spirit, 
that dwelleth in us, Rom. vin. 11. For 
ve have received the Spirit of Adoption, 
* whereby we cry Abba, Father; and his 
Spirit beareth Witneſs with our Spirit 
that we are the Children of Gop; and if 
Children then Heirs of God, even joint 
* Heirs with CHRIST, Rom. vin. 15,16, 17. 
Bor let us not deceive ourſelves in ſup- 
poſing that Faith in his Merits will ſcreen 
us from the Wrath to come, whilſt our 
Sins remain unrepented of, and our Lives 
unreformed; for though we are juſtified 
by Faith, Gal. ii. 16; yet Faith without 
Works is dead, James ii. 17. And there- 
fore he that cometh unto Gop, muſt (not 
only) believe that he is, but. that he is the 
Rewarder of all mms that ee ſeek 
TE Heb. xi. 6, 

Farrn is indeed the Foktmdation of- all 
Chriſtian Virtue; but this' Faith muſt be 
of ſuch active Efficacy as to produce in us 
not only a hearty and ſincere: Repentance 

1 ; 8 | for 
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for all paſt Offences, and a firm Reſolution 
to avoid them for the Future, but a ſteady 
and perſevering Endeavour to obey all the 
Commands of Gop, even to the End of 
our Lives: For except we repent we {hall 
all periſh, Zuke xiii. 5. Every one that 
nameth the Name of the Lord, is required- 
to depart from Iniquity, 2 Tim. ii. 19; and 
to have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
Works of Darkneſs, Eph. v. 11. 
Ta Apoſtles preached Repentance to- 
wards Gop, as well as Faith in our Loxy 
Irsus Cuxis r, Acts xx, 21. They inform 
us that Gop now commands all Men eve- 
ry where to repent, becauſe he hath ap- 
pointed a Day 1n which he will judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs by Jesvs CuRxisr, 
Ackr xvii. 30, 31; and therefore they warn 
all Men to repent, that their Sins may be 
blotted out, Add, iii. 1199. 

. Our Lon declared it was not every 
one who ſhould ſay unto him Loxy! 
Loxvy! ſhould enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, but he that doth the Will of 
= Father, which is in Heaven, Matt. vii. 
1 will render unto every Man 

according 
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according to his Deeds: To them that by 
patient Continuance in well- doing ſeek 
for Glory, Honour and Immortality, eter- 
nal Life; but unto them that do not the 
Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, Indig - 
nation and Wrath, Tribulation and An- 
guiſh to every one that doth Evil. Rom. 
ii. 6, 7; fo that without Holineſs no Man 
ſhall ſee the Loxp, Heb. xii. 14. Theres 
fore if we ſay that we have Fellowſhip 
with CHRIST whilſt we walk in Darkneſs, 
we lie, and do not the Truth: But if we 
walk in the Light as he is Light, then 
have we Fellowſhip one with another, and 
the Blood of CRS T cleanſeth us from all 
Sin, 1 John 1. 6, 7. | 

HexGE it is plain that ankber- Faith 
without Repentance nor Repentance with- 
out Faith, will procure our Acceptance 
with God. We muſt therefore Give all 
* Diligence to add to our Faith Virtue, 
and to Virtue Knowledge, and to Know- 
* ledge Temperance, and to Temperance 
Patience, and to Patience Godlineſs, 

and to Godlineſs brotherly Kindneſs, 

* and to brotherly Kindneſs Charity, 2 Pet. 
i. 6, 6, 7. 8 2 Wr. 
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Wx muſt be renewed in the Spirit of 
our Minds, and put on the new Man, 
which after Gop is created in Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs, Eph. iv. 23, 24. 
For there can be no true Repentace with- 
out actual Amendment of Life, 

Wx . muſt not continue in the wilful 
Diſobedience to any one Command of 
Gop; for whoſoever thus offendeth is 
conſidered as guilty of all, James ii. 10, 
as being a wilful Tranſgreſſor of the Law 
of Gon. Nay, in ſome Caſes, our Re- 
pentance will not be effectual, altho we 
are not only ſorry for our paſt Tranſgreſ- 
ſions, but even ſtudiouſly endeavour to 
avoid the like for the future: For where 
our Offences have been of ſuch a Nature 
as that others are injured by them, the 
Goſpel requires that we make Reſtitution 
for the Wrongs we have done: And 
where others have offended us, it alſo 
requires that we freely ſorgive them, and 
render Good ſor Evil, and that we be in 
Love and Charity with all Mankind, even 
Hur greateſt Enemies and Perſecutors. 


f : 
* * 1777 8 rn 


14 
© = 5 * 4 - *..# 2 : ' 
ww - * 
17 ö F E 
— of PR 4 6 . ö 
, * 


I 

Wr muſt Lay afide all Bitterneſs, and 
Wrath, and Clamour, and evil ſpeaking, 
with all Malice; and be kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
© another, as GOD for CHRIST's Sake hath 
* forgiven us, Eph. iv. 31, 92. And what- 
ever (in Reaſon and good Conſcience) we 
would have others do unto us, even ſo 
mult we do unto them, Mat. vii. 12. All 
this is comprehended in the Duty of Chriſ- 
tian Repentance with Reſpect to Others. 
In Regard to ourſelves, true Repent- 
ance conſiſts in lamenting and forſaking 
our Vices and Irregularities of Life, in la- 
bouring continually to know our own 
Hearts, and to ſubdue therein every in- 
ordinate Deſire and Inclination; to purify 
ourſelves from all filthineſs both of Fleſh 
and Spirit, 2 Cor. vii. 1; and to poſleſs 
our Veſſel in Sanctification and mn 
1 Ne iv. 4. | 
Ap with Reſpect to Gop; our Rona | 
ance will be incompleat how much ſoever 
we may be afflicted for our paſt Impiety, 
and how often ſoever we may confeſs our 
Sing to him, unleſs we have Faith in 
CHRIST, 
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Cnz:srT, and ſtedfaſtly reſolve to obey all 
the Precepts of the Goſpel. We ought 
to labour to acquire a due Senſe of Gop's 


glorious Periections, and the Obligations 
we lye under to love and to fear, to obey 
and truſt in him, as the Author and Giver 
of all the Good we have or hope for; to 
comply with the Ordinances of Baptiſm 
and the LoxD's Supper, as being expreſsly 
enjoined by our Lor D himſelf to all Chriſ- 
tians ; to pray to Gop for all we ſtand in 
Need of, and to give him Thanks for all 
the Bleſſings, we receive, not indeed be- 
cauſe it can inform him more of our 
Wants or our Gratitude, than he would 
know without ſuch Addreſs ; but becauſe 
he hath commanded us. ſo to do, and 
made our Prayers the Terms of his grant · 
ing us what is beſt and moſt fitting for 
us. It is therefore the Duty of every 
Chriſtian not only to be conſtant and di- 
ligent in private Prayer; but alſo in at- 
tending the public Worſhip, and joining 
with his Chriſtian Brethren in their com- 
men Requeſts and Acts of Devotion. 
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Hexxx indeed our pious Reſolutions may 

be ſome what ſtaggered, by the Conſider- 
ation of the various Sets and Societies 
into which the Church of Curisr is di- 
yided, and the different Modes of Worſhip 
they have ſeverally adopted. We may 
for a Time be at a Loſs to determine in 
which of them all we way ferns Cor 
moſt acceptably. - 

Bur as it is our Duty to join with ſowe 
Chriſtian Society in the public Ats 
of Religion, it may not be improper for 
us in the firſt Place to examine and con- 
ſider the Doctrines and Uſages of that 
Church Which hath been eſtabliſhed by 
the legiſlative Authority of our _—_ 
as the public national Religion. 
Ix we find theſe, — ws 
ceſſary Parts of Chriſlian Duty, agreeable 
to the Doctrines of the Goſpel, we have 
then no Need to concern ourſelves with 
the Notions and Practices of other Socie- 
ties, for the Purpoſe of ſettling our own 
Choice: But if upon due Enquiry, we 
do not find the former agreeable to hat 
we think God requires of us, we ought 
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to remember, that it is our Duty to act 
with the Approbation of our own Conſci- 
ences, and therefore to ſeek further, and 
follow that which we think moſt agreeable 
to the Word! of Gop, Which ought/t to be 
the Rule of. our Religion 

Tux Intent of every religious Eftabliſh- 
ment is, or ſhould be, to preſerve in the 
Minds of Men, the ſacred Truths of divine 
Revelation; and their great Importance to 
Mankind, the Belief and Knowledge of 
G05, and a due Senſe; as well of what he 
hath done and will do for us, as of what 
he requires us to do for ourſelves, of our 
Dependance on him, and the Neceſſity of 
Hur Reſignation to his Will. placing our 
whole Truſt in him, and obeying all his 
Laws; to purify our Hearts and ſpiritu- 
alize our Affections, to exerciſe our De- 
votion, and to direct us in ſuch a Courſe 
of Piety towards God, ſocial Virtue, and 
Perſonal Regularity, as may ſecure us the 
Continuance of divine Favour, and entitle 
us to the glorious Rewards promiſed to 
Virtue and Holineſs, ty ne e - 
Jesvs Carr; © 0 A. 
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 Wirn theſe Views Places of public Af 
ſembly for divine Worſhip have from 
Time to Time been erected, and ſtated 
Times for the Celebration of it ſettled 
amongſt Chriſtians, and Rituals and Li- 
turgies for the public Service are ſaid to 
have been uſed on ſuch Occaſions from 
the earlieſt Ages of Chriſtianity, varying 
indeed in their Forms and Ceremonies, 
according to the different Societies where 
they were reſpectively uſed, or as the 
Times and Circumſtances of To made 
it ſuitable or expedient. 

Tux Exerciſe of public Worſhip being | 
both enjoined by the Goſpel and practiſed 
by the Apoſtles, all Chriſtians -ought 'to 
imitate their Example and follow their 
Directions. From what we find in the 
New Teſtament their Manner of exerciſing 
it appears to have been as plain and ſimple 
as poſſible. However, ſome Rules we find 
they had, and thoſe were ſuch as tended 
to Edification, Order and Decency- + 8 

Sou Ceremonies there muſt needs be 
in the public Acts of Religion; Men muſt 
have ſome external Form and Order 

py wherein 
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wherein to join and regulate themſelves in 
the Exerciſe of ſocial Worſhip, otherwiſe 
it would be unavoidably attended with 
Confuſion. 

Bur as the Apoſtles have not given us 
a minute Account of their Manner of con- 
ducting it in all Particulars, nor confined 
Chriſtian Congregations by expreſs Di- 
rections as to particular external Uſages, 
we may | reaſonably conclude, the Ap- 
pointment of Forms and Ceremonies, ſo 
far as they are in themſelves innocent, 
and conducive to the Ends and Purpoles 
they recommend, are left to the Diſcretion 
of thoſe! who from Time to Time ſhould 
officiate and preſide in the Church. Y 
A total diſregard of all external Order 
and Ceremony, has a manifeſt Tendency 
to Irreligion and Atheiſm ; and on the 
other Hand, to lay too much Streſs upon 
them, as * leads | to n 
and Hypocriſy. 

Fokus and e are not to be 
conſider d as Religion itſelf, but as the 
Means of exerciſing it with Decency and 
Propriety. So far _ Ritual or Form 
1 CO IP LS 
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of divine Worſhip is found conformable 
to thoſe Directions in the New Teſtament 
concerning the Exerciſe of public De- 
votion, it cannot juſtly be charged with 
Error or Impropriety. 

AND altho' in ſuch other Particulars as 
are in themſelves indifferent, as being 
neither expreſsly enjoined nor prohibited 
by thoſe Scriptures, but ſbund to be con- 
ducive to Decency and Regularity, dif- 
ferent Uſages may take Place in different 
Aſſemblies, according to different Minds 
or other Circumſtances, and Objections 
may be made by particular Men ta certain 
Parts of any eſtabliſhed Mode of Religion ; 
yet no Man ought. to condemn the Whole 
becauſe of ſuch indifferent Parts of it, 
altho' in his own private judgment he 
may prefer a different Method. 

So long as the Works and Compoſitions 
of Men are liable to Imperfection, we 
may expect to ſind ſome Marks of that 
general F allibility, ſome Defects and In- 
accuracies in thoſe Parts of our religious 
Eſtabliſhments, concerning which the 
Scripture does not give particular and 
x WL plain 
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plain Direction; and yet, to conclude for 
this Reaſon, that no Form or Ceremony, 
however innocent in itſelf, ſhould be 
preſcribed by eccleſiaſtical Authority, for 
the Sake of Order and Decency, which 
is not expreſsly preſcribed by - the Scrip- 
ture itſelf, or to refuſe Compliance with 
Ceremanies confeſſedly not ſinful, merely 
becauſe they are enjoined by human Au- 
thority, would in Effect be utterly to re- 
ject that Part of the New Teſtament, 
which plainly ſuppoſes ſome undetermin- 
ed Particulars of an indifferent Nature, 
left to the Prudence and Diſcretion of 
religious Paſtors, by ſpeaking of Things 
wanting in the Churches, and directing 


them to be ſet in Order by ſuch as were 


appointed Rulers therein, Tit. 1. 5. And 
not only ſo, but enjoining. Chriſtian So- 
cieties to know thoſe that labour amongſt 
them, and are over them in the Lox p, 
and to eſteem them very highly for their 
Work's Sake, 1-Thef. v. 12. And to obey 


thoſe that had the Rule over them. 5 wore: * 
xiii. 1 7. 442 
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Tno' ſocial Worſhip without ſome 
ſettled Rules would be attended with un- 
avoidable. Inconvenience and Diſorder, 
yet, ſo long as the Minds of Men are free, 
there cannot but be a Variety of Judgments 
and Opinions concerning the Propriety 
and Expediency of Things concerning 
which the Scriptures are not explicit and 
particular, This being the Caſe, we can- 
not expect in a Country like this, (where 
not only different Profeſſions are tolerated, 
but the utmoſt Freedom of ſpeaking and 
writing about religious Matters is per- 
mitted) to have any eccleſiaſtical Eſta- 
bliſhment that will not in divers Particu- 

lars be publicly found Fault with by ſome 
or other. 25 
By what Means then can Order, Re- 
gularity and Deceney in the public Wor- 
ſhip be maintained, unleſs according to 
the above-mentioned Rule, we conform 
to the written Word in all Parts of eſſen- 
tial Duty, and to the Prudence of religi- 
ous Paſtors in Matters merely ceremonial ? 
No Duty is more frequently recom- 
mA or more ſtrongly inculcated in 
"es the 


47. © 
the New Teſtament than that of Prayer to 
Gop, Pray without ceaſing, 1 Theſ.v.17. 
In every [Thing by Prayer and Suppli- 
cation let your Requeſts be made known 
© unto God,” Phil. iv. 6. I exhort there- 
* fore, that firſt of all by Supplications, 
Prayers, Interceſſions, and Giving of 
Thanks be made for all Men; for Kings 
and all that are in Authority, that ye 
may lead a quiet and peaceable Liſe, in 
all Godlineſs and Honeſty; for this is 
good and acceptable in the Sight of Gon 
our Saviour, 1 Tim. ii 1, 2, 4 
Now, notwithſtanding the Apoſite- re- 
quires us to make Prayers and Supplica- 
tions, Interceſſions and Thankſgivings to 
Gop, he hath not ſupplied us with any 
particular Forms of Words to ufe in theſe 
ſeveral Acts of Devotion, and yet it is 
certain if we are to pray we mult by ſome 
Means be furniſhed with Words to n 
our Ideas and Deſires. out! 
WIrR Reſpect to public ae in par- 
. he frequently reminds us of the 
Neceſſity of Unanimity and Uniformity 


therein, Now the Gon of Patience and 
205 Conſa- 
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« Conſolation grant you to be like-minded 
towards one another according to Cukxis r 
Jxsus, that ye may with one Mind and 
one Mouth glorify Gop, even the Father 
of our Lords Jxsus Cunisr, rde xv. 
8.0 
I Tux ſame Apoſtle in his firſt Epifile 
to the Corinthians, C. i. expreſſes his 
Thankfulneſs to Gop for the Grace that 
was given them by JEsus CHRIST, that in 
every Thing they were enriched by him 
in all Knowledge and all Utterance, and 
addreſſes them as follows, Now I beſeech 
* you Brethren by our Lox D Jesus CurIsT, 
* that you all ſpeak the ſame' Thing, and 
that there be no Diviſions amongſt you, 
but that ye be perfectly joined tagothes 

in the fame Mind, Sc. V. 10. 
"Is the xi. Chapter he commends them 
for keeping the Ordinances he had de- 
livered unto them, and altho'- by what 
follows thoſe Ordinances ſeem: to have re- 
lated to the Manner of exerciſing the 
public Worſhip, yet what thoſe Ordi- 
nances were in particular, he doth not 


inform Us. Fe then proceeds to give 
2 them 


1) 

them further Directions touching the ſame 
Matter, and points out to them ſome par- 
ticular Ceremonies in their public Wor: 
ſhip, ' wherein they had not conducted 
themſelves with Decency and Propriety ; 
and adds, * If any Man ſeem to be con- 
© tentious, we have no ſuch Cuſtom, nei- 
© ther the Churches of God. Now in this 
© that I declare unto you, I praiſe you not, 
that you come together, not for the 
* Better, but for the Worle. For firſt of 
© all, when you come together in the 
* Church, I hear that there be Diviſions 
* among you,” V. 16, 17, 18. 

_ He then particularly reproves them for 
their Indecency and Irreverence in -cele- 
brating the Lord's Supper, and repreſent- 
ing to them in the following Chapters, 
under the Notion of their being all Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body (the Church) the 
Neceſlity of Charity and Unanimity among 
themſelves, . he reminds them that their 
public religious Service ſhould be ſo con- 
ducted as that all might be edified there- 
by, and that their Prayers in their Af- 
ſemblies ſhould be ſo expreſſed as that 

Others 


) | 
WS 
. Others preſent might both andertiong 
them and j join in them. 

In the xiv. Chapter he e diſ- 

approves of their coming together with 
different Plans of Doctrine and Devotion. 
* How is it then, Brethren, when ye come 
* together every one of you hath a Pſalm, 
* hath a Doctrine, hath a Tongue, hath a 
Revelation, hath an Interpretation? Let 
all Things be done to edifying, V. 26. 
To this End he recommends to them per- 
ſpecuity and plain Speech eaſy to be un- 
derſtood, V. g. and cautions them to avoid 
Confuſion in the Churches of the Saints, 
V. 33. for which Purpoſe he thus admo- 
niſhes them, Let all Things be done 
decently and in Order, V. 40. 

Fx on theſe Direction of St. Paul, we 
cannot but conclude that Uniſormity and 
Unanimity, as far as it can ſubſiſt, is ne- 
ceſſary in the Performance of public Wor- 
ſhip, and that it ſhould be conducted with 
Decency and Order, and expreſſed in ſuch 
a Way as that all who Join in it may be 
edified . | 


U Tux 


11 
Tux Apoſtles themſelves who had the 
immediate Aſſiſtance of the HoLy Grosr, 
ſo as to be inſpired in the very Moment 
of Prayer what to expreſs, had indeed no 
Need of precompoſed Prayers; but Chril- 
tian Miniſters cannot now in Reality have 
any Pretenſions to that perfect Degree of 
Inſpiration; Their Supplications and Pray- 
ers, Interceſſions and Thankſgivings muſt 
therefore ſtand in Need of ſome previous 
Study and Preparation. And as the Scrip- 
tures of the New Teſtament do not fur- 
niſh us with any particular Forms to uſe 
on the various Occaſions of Prayer; which 
they nevertheleſs require us to offer up to 
Gov, according to our ſeveral particular 
Exigences, doubtleſs. the Manner of ex- 
preſſing them is left to the Regulation of 
human Piety and Diſcretion, and ſhould 
be rendered as ſuitable as poſſible to the 
——_— which are to join in them, 
Ou Modes and Forms of public Wor- 
| ip muſt therefore either be ſettled by a 
joint Conſultation of Chriſtians, and eſta- 
bliſhed by ſome proportionable Sanction, 
or Ep ſubmitted to the Direction or Caprice 


0 
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ol the officiating Miniſter of each particu- 
lar Society or Congregation, whatever his 
Notions or his Capacity may be; or elfe 
the Individuals of Chriſtian Aſſemblies 
mult be left to differ and interfere with 
each other in the Exerciſe of their com- 
mon Devotions : And which of theſe ſes 
veral Methods can we ſuppoſe to be moſt 
agreeable to the Apoſtles Directions ? 
As to the Arguments uſed by ſome 
Chriſtians in Favour of extempore Prayer 
in the public Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, 
how unſatisfactory are n when 
ly conſidered ? 

Tux mental Faculties of Men are far 
from being ſo ſecurely perfect as to ſtand 
in no Need of external Aid and Aſſiſtance: 
We are ſurrounded with worldly Objects, 
and neceſlarily converſant with earthly 
Affairs, and many Circumſtances may ac- 
cidentally intrude ſo as to diſcompoſe the 
Mind, and baffle the Attention even in 
the Act of Devotion, and ſometimes diſ- 
qualify the beſt of Men for expreſſing 
their extempore Prayers with due Propri- 


* and Accuracy: And how abſurd are 
5 U 2 the 


„ 
the Arguments which recommend this 
Way of expreſſing the public Devotion, 
under the Notion of free Prayer ? To 
whom are they free? Truly to none but 
the Pronouncer of them: The Congrega- 
tion are far from partaking of this Freedom, 
being all the while confined as well to 
his Ideas as his Expreſſions, without any 
previous Knowledge of what he is going 
to utter, and without any Directory to 
conduct chem in their een een 
of him. | 

"Wrar Aüvärage chin can Chriſtian 

Aſſemblies reap from this Manner of ex- 
preſſing ſocial Prayer, which they may 
not have in the Uſe of written Forms, 
whether of the Minifter's own compoſing, 
or prepared by Others for his Uſe; fo as 
ſuch Forms (whatever they be) do fully 
and pathetically 1 the withed 
at by ſuch Prayer? 

Tux Perſon who utters extertip6re Pray- 
er may indeed be free, may be affected 
with his own Conceptions, and feel a Com- 
=, Placency and fecret Satisfaction in the Uſe 


of his own Oratory ; but the 2 
are 


are far from partaking of this /el/-/atrsfying 


| Freedom; their Devotions being all the 


while controled by his Fancy, and con- 
fined to his accidental free Expreſſions. 

| Taz difference between this way of 
exerciſing ſocial Worſhip, and that of 
joining in a judicious and well-compoſed 


| Liturgy, is therefore very obvious; for 
altho' a well-expreſſed extempore Prayer 


may affect the Minds of the Audience, and 
excite pious Affections, yet this is not all 


that is neceſſary in thoſe who are aſſem- 
bled for the Performance of joint and pub- 


lic Worſhip: For in this the Congrega- 
tion are not only to be acted upon, but 
to act themſelves: They are to bear a Part 
and join with one Heart and one Voice, in 
the offering up their common ann 
Rom. XV. 5, 6. 

In private Devotion we have als Gov 
is our own Conſciences to conſult; and 


here the Exerciſe of extempore Prayer, 


(if we are not at a Loſs for apt Expreſſions) 
may have its full and proper Effect: But 
in ſocial Worſhip, a Regard. is to be had 
to the Convenience and Edification df 

Others, 


Others, as well as our own, and our Pray- 
ers ſhould be adapted accordingly, ſuited 
to our common Needs and common Mer- 


cies: And all who partake in them ought 


to have ſuch Knowledge of them before 
Hand, as may prepare and enable them 


to join properly in the common Devotion. 

To this End we may, without Doubt, 
both innocently and profitably make Uſe 
of ſuch written Liturgies and Forms of 
Prayer, as are properly expreſſive of the. 
fit Objects of public and common Devo- 
tion: For in this Way of performing pub- 


lic Worſhip, we have the Service before 


us, and know before Hand what we are 


going to pray for, and are thereby pre- 


pared for accompanying the Miniſter and 
making every Act of Devotion our own : 


And as to the Propriety and Efficacy of 


preſcribed Forms, doubtleſs our Prayers, 


when prepared with Study and Delibera- 


tion, and committed to Writing, may be 
as pathetically expreſſed, and as affect- 


ingly delivered by a devout and judicious 


Miniſter, as thoſe which depend on un- 
nne Ejaculation, or accidental 
Memory: 


11 


Memory; and it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
they may be at leaſt as properly compiled 
by the united Aſſiſtance of pious and 
learned Chriſtians, as by one ſingle Man; 
and who is more fit to prepare them than 
the Paſtors of the Church, whoſe Time 
and Talents are devoted to the Concerns 
of Religion? 
Tur Chriſtian Church Rumi its original 
Foundation, hath always had certain Offi- 
cers to precide in, and conduct it. He 
that deſcended; is the ſame alſo that 
« aſcended far above all Heavens, that he 
* might fill all Things; and he gave ſome 
_ © Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evange- 
f liſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the 
perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of 
* the Miniſtry, for edifying the Body of 
_ * Cyr1srT, until we all come to the Unity 
of the Faith, and the Knowledge of the 
Son of Gop, unto a perfect Man, unto 
the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs 
of CyrisT,' Eph. iv. 10, 11, 12, 19. 
Tux Apoſtles, who had their Commiſſion 
from our Loxp himſelf, did conſtitute and 
'ppoint certain Orders of Men in the 
Churenes 


3 qhoving his cy in Subjection with 
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Churches they eſtabliſhed, ſuch as Biſhops, 
Prieſts, or Elders: and Deacons, Ads xiv. 
2g. and Acts vi. 3, Sc. And thoſe, who 
were by the Apoſtles ordained to this Au- 
thority, were required to confer the ſame 


on Others, Tit. i. 3. and 2 Tim. ii. 2. 


- ST. Paul. particularly. directs wy E- 


piſtle to the Pfilipians, to the Biſhops 


and Deacons of that Church, by which 
it is evident that ſuch Orders were there 
eſtabliſhed. in the Days of the Apoſtles; 
as to the Elders, the ſame Apoſtle, in his 
Epiſtle to Timothy, diſtinguiſhes them by 


the Name of Preſbyters, 1 Im. iv. 14. 


Tux Qualifications of a Biſhop he de- 
Suben as follows; This is a true Saying, 


„that he who deſireth the , Office. of a 
* Biſhop, deſireth a good Work. A Bi- 


© ſhop then muſt be blameleſs, the Huſ- 
band of one Wife, vigilant, ſober, of 


good Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality, 


5 apt to teach, not given to Wine, no 


Striker, nor given to filthy Lucre, but 


patient, not a Brawler nor covetous: 
One that ruleth well his on Houſe, and 


all 
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+ all Gravity. For if a Man know not 
* how to rule his own Houſe, how ſhall 
he take Care of the Church of Gov? &c. 
1 Tim. iii. 1, 2, 3, 4, &c. Here we lee the 
Care of the Churches repoſed in thoſe who 
were ordained to the Office of Biſhops. - _ 
In his Epiſtle to Titus he informs us, *A 
* Biſhop ſhould be blameleſs, as the Stew⸗ 
ard of Gor, not ſelf-willed, not ſoon 
* angry, not given to Wine, no Striker, 
* not given to filthy Lucre, but a Lover 
of Hoſpitality, a Lover of good Men, 
* ſober, juſt, holy, temperate, holding faſt 
the faithful Word,” &c. Tit. i. 7, 8, 9. 
2 Regard to the Deacons, he tells 
They muſt be grave, not doubles 

: „ not given to much Wine, not 
greedy of filthy Lucre, holding faſt the 
Miſtery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience, 
and that theſe alſo ſhould firſt be proved, 
* and let them uſe the Office of a Deacon, 
being found blameleſs, 1 Tim. iii. 8, 9, 10. 
In his Charge to the Elders of the 
Church of Epheſus, he thus admoniſhes 
them: Take Heed therefore unto your- 


* ſelves and to the Flock over which 
= . * the 


1 
© the Hol x Gnosr hath made you Over- 
* ſeers to feed the Flock of Gop, which 
he hath purchaſed with his own 1 : 
Aﬀts xx. 28. 

ST. PETER in his firſt general Epiſtle 
exhorts the Elders to feed the Flock of 
Gop, and to take upon them the Super- 
intendance thereof, 1 Pet. v. 2. 

Turin Duty then, as may appear from 
the above cited Texts, and divers other 
Parts of the Apoſtolical Epiſtles, was as 
Stewards of the Miſteries of Gop, as 
faithful Paſtors and Miniſters of the Church 
of Cnzisr, (according to the Duties of 
their ſeveral Orders) to officiate and be 
employed in holy Things, to feed the 
Flock of Gov, and to take upon them the 
Overſight thereof, 1 Pet. v. 2. To teach 
and preach the Word of Gov, 2 Tim. iv. 
2, &c. Even the Goſpel of JIxsus Cnr, 
2 Cor. x. 16. To reprove, rebuke and ex- 
hort with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine, 
2 Tim. iv. 2. And by ſound Doctrine to 
convince the Gainſayers, Tit. i. 9. To 
take Care of the Church of CyrisT, 1 Tim. 

iii. 5. And to rule therein, 1 Tim. v. 17. 
8 g Not 
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Not indeed as Lords over God's Heritage, 
but as Examples to his Flock, 1 Pet. v. g. 
And to ſet in Order ſuch Things as ſhould 
be wanting in the Churches, Tit. i. 5. a 
Svcn, and ſuch like were the Inſtituti- 
ons of the primitive Church with Reſpe& 
to it's Paſtors. And as to the Duty of 
Chriſtian Societies towards them, St. Paul 
hath thus informed us: Now we beſeech 
you Brethren, to know them which la- 
* bour among you, and are over you in 
the Lox p, and eſteem them very highly 
* for their Work's Sake, and be at Peace 
* among yourlelves, 1 Thef. v. 12, 13- 
Let the Elders that rule well be account- 
ed worthy of double Honour, eſpecially 
* thoſe that labour in the Word and in 
Doctrine, 1 Tim. v. 17. Remember 
thoſe that have the Rule over you, whoſe 
* Faith follow, c conſidering the End of 
« their Converſation,* Heb. xiii. 7. Obey 
* thoſe that have the Rule over you, and 
* ſubmit. yourſelves: For they watch for 

* your Souls as thoſe that muſt give an 
Account, Heb. xiii. * 
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We learn from eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
that theſe or like Orders of Office in the 
Chriſtian Church, were continued in the 
ſucceeding Ages from the Time of the 
Apoſtles. Even when Princes and Gover- 
hors of States and Countries became Con- 
verts to Chriſtianity, ſo as to authorize and 
eſtabliſh the public Profeſſion of it by the 
Laws of their reſpective Dominions, what- 
ever Authority they aſſumed in other 
Matters, yet the primitive Eſtabliſhment 
of Church Governors ſeems to have been 
preſerved for many Centuries; and altho' 
different Inſtitutions may have taken Place 
in different Societies, yet the Church of 
England ſeems in this Particular to be 
agreeable to the primitive Uſage: and 
whilſt her Paſtors adhere to the holy 
Scriptures in all Parts of eſſential Duty, 
Doubtleſs they have as good a Claim to 
the Arguments of St. Paul, for the Right. 
of regulating and conducting the public 
Worſhip in that Church or Society which 
coincides in their Principles, and approves 
of their Authority, as the Paſtors: of other 
Chriſtian Societies have in the Congrega- 
tions where they officiate. Ir 
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IT cannot indeed be expected that they 
can pleaſe all Men; for if a Ritual had 
been framed by the Apoſtles themſelves, 
there would have been ſome to find Fault 
with 1t. | 

Tux Compilers of our Liturgy were 
Men, liable as well as Others, to Error 
and Imperfection, and therefore it would 
be abſurd to expect it free from what is 
common to all human Ordinances, not- 
withſtanding the boaſted Infallibility of 
the Church of Rome. 

Ir has now had the Trial of wan 
Ages, and it is no Wonder that in all that 
Time it has met with many to cavil and 
object, ſome to one Part, and ſome to ano- 
ther of it. It is nevertheleſs our Duty to 
ſatisfy ourſelves concerning its Propriety 
and Utility. And if upon a candid and 
fair Examination, we find it preferable to 
what is uſed in any other Society, we 
have the Satisfaction to believe, that in 
adopting it we make Choice of the beſt. 
In this Examination the chief Things ta 
be conſidered are, Whether in all Particu- 
lars wherein the Goſpel hath given ex- 

preſs 
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preſs Direction, our Practice be agreeable 
thereto. 

WHETHER our public Forms of Prayer 
are proper . Exerciſes of Chriſtian Devo- 
tion. 
 WaeTHeR the Service be conducted 
with a becoming Order and Decency. 
Ax how far the whole is adapted to 
anſwer the great Ends of Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip. And here I beg Leave to offer a 
few Queſtions by Way of Introduction to 
this Enquiry. 
Ils there a Virtue taught and Ja Foe 
by the Goſpel, that our Church Liturgy 
is not calculated to cheriſh and promote ? 
Is there a Vice forbidden that it doth 
not deprecate and diſcountenance ? 
Do not our Forms of Prayer, in a ſhort, 
but pathetical Manner, expreſs the ſeveral 
Objects of our Devotion, and our humble 
Dependance on God for all the Needs and 

Neceſſities both of our Souls and Bodies? 
Ax not the Objects of our Prayers ſuch 
as the Golpel warrants us to alk at the 
Hand of Gop ? | 


AND 
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AnD is not every Petition made in the 
Name, and thro' the Mediation of Jzsus 
Cnr1sT, according to the invariable Rule 
of the Apoſtles ? 

Doxs not the whole conſpire to advance 
and eſtabliſh a rational Piety towards 
Gop, to ſubdue every irregular and ſinful 
Paſſion and Inclination in ourſelves, to 
produce a meek, merciful, honeſt and be- 
nevolent Mind and Conduct towards Man- 
kind; to promote Harmony and Peace, 
Benignity and Charity, Sincerity and 
Truth, Order and Felicity in the World, 
and in general to ſit and prepare Men for 
thoſe heavenly Manſions of Purity and 
Holineſs, Bliſs and Glory, which by the 
Goſpel we are taught to expect and to 
endeavour to obtain, and where no unjuſt, 
unholy, impure or wicked Perſon can 
reaſonably hope to find Admittance ? 

Ir our Church be thus circumſtanced, 
if in all thoſe Particulars wherein the 
Scriptures have given plain Direction, it 
be agreeable to what was taught and 'prac- | 
tiſed by the holy Apoſtles; if our Teachers 
ok the Scriptures to be the only infalli- 
ble 
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ble Rule both of our Faith and Morals, if 
their Doctrines from the Pulpit are in ge- 
neral agreeable thereto, if our Forms of 
Worſhip are properly expreſſive of thoſe 
Objects which are fit and neceſſary to ex- 
erciſe the Devotion of Chriſtian Congre- 

gations, and ſuch as tend to the Advance- 
ment of true Piety and Virtue amongſt 
Men, it is doubtleſs a good Church in its 
eſſential Foundation, however it may be 
capable of Improvement in Point of Cere- 
mony, which is no more than ne Shadow 
a Religion. 

Havz we not all the free Uſe of the 
n ? And is not the ſerious 
Peruſal and diligent Study of them con- 
ſtantly recommended to us in the Diſ- 
| mie of our Miniſters ? | 
IF it be fo, and we will ſuffer all theſe 
Means to have their due Influence on our 
Lives and Actions, we have no Reaſon to 
doubt but that whilſt we continue to ſerve 
Gop with Diligence and Sincerity of 
Heart in ſuch a Church, and ſuch a Re- 
ligion as this, our pious Services will be 
accepted by lum; and. all thoſe Errors 


and 
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and. Imperfections which Others may im- 
pute to us (whilſt we ourſelves upon the 
molt diligent Enquiry cannot think them 
ſo) will be graciouſly overlooked and 
pardoned, for the Sake of that Jzsps who 
loved his Church and gave himſelf for it, 
that he might ſanctify and cleanſe it by 
the waſhing of Water by the Word, that 
he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious 
Church, not having Spot or Wrinkle or 
any ſuch Thing, but that 1t might be holy 
and without Blemiſh, Eph. v. 25, 25, 27. 
Now we know 1n Part, and propheſy in 
Part, but when that which 1s perfect 1s 
come, then that which 1s in Part ſhall = 
done away, 1 Cor. xiii. 9, 10. 
Lux us'fhll remember that the Mode of 
Religion is not Religion itſelf, and whilſt 
we continue to exerciſe it according to 
the beſt of our Knowledge and Capacity, 
and are ready to reform whatever we 
may perceive to be amiſs in our religious 
Practice, - we need not doubt of our Fel- 
lowſhip in the Goſpel, but be confident 
that he who hath begun a good Work 
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in us, will perform it until the Day of 
CayrisT JEsus, Phil. i. 6. 
I do not mean to repreſent the Church 
of England as entitled to any greater De- 
gree of the divine Favour and Regard, 
than other Chriſtian Churches. God is 
no Reſpecter of Perſons. It is not the bare 
Profeflion of belonging to this or that par- 
ticular Church or Society of Chriſtians, 


that will procure us the Favour of the 


ALMIGHTY; for 1n every Church he that 
cometh before Gon with the Incenſe of 
an innocent and virtuous Life, and offers 
up his Addreſſes of Prayer and Praiſe, 


from an honeſt Heart and pure Conſcince, 


will doubtleſs find Acceptance, 


* No Promiſe was ever made to any 
* one particular Society or Denomination 
* of Chriſtians more than another, and 
the Impoſlibility of erring was never 
6 promiſed to any. The Gates of Hell 
* have never prevailed againſt the Chr:/- 
tian Church, becauſe Chriftianity hath 


<« prevailed ever ſince it was eftabliſhed, 


* and we doubt not, will prevail even 


eto the End of the World : There hath 


always 


E 

* always been a Society of Men profeſſing 
* the Name of Jesus, and receiving his 
Laws as the Rule af their Faith and 
** Practice, altho it hath not been in every 
Part of it, or perhaps in any, entirely 
free from ſome Mixture of Error 1d 
0 Imperfections.“ 

Ir is undoubtedly the Duty of al 
Chriſtians, and eſpecially the Clergy of 
every Profeſſion, to aim at all poſſible Im- 
provement and Perfection in their religi- 
ous Eſtabliſhments; every real Defect 
ſhould. be amended, and every Impropri- 
ety removed : But Care and Confidera- 
tion ſhould be uſed in the Aboliſhing 
what hath been properly eſtabliſhed and 
generally approved: It ſhould by no 
Means give Place to, or be exchanged 
for, any other Inſtitution, but what is 
manifeſtly and undeniably more eligible 
and beneficial. 

 DrexxxexT Societies may adopt dit. 
ferent Modes of Religion, and yet all 
may be right as to Religion itſelf. - Our 
Religion as Chriſtians both in Opinion and 
Practice depends our own Convictions, 
. Y a directed 
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directed by the Laws of ChRIST, and 
therefore our Conſciences ought to be 
free. Every one ought to be fully per- 
ſuaded in his Mind, Rom. xiv. 5. 

A Society which approves of that Mode 
of Religion which is eſtabliſhed under 
Sanction of the civil Government, may 
us lawfully and innocently comply with 
religious Teachers appointed by their Au- 
thority, as Societies of different Perſu- 
aſions may with Teachers authorized and 
appointed in their Way, ſo long as the 
Scriptures are made the Rule of their 
Religion. | 
Tux Chriſtian Religion cannot be the 
worſe for being embraced by civil Legiſla- 
tors, whilſt they themſelves are governed 
by the Laws of CnRISsT. All that profeſs 
Cur1sT's Religion are Subjects of his ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom, whether they be Gover- 
nors or Subjects of an earthly State, and 
are to be governed by his Laws in Mat- 
ters of Faith and eternal Salvation. 
No earthly Prince, Potentate or Go- 
vernor, hath any Authority to compel 
his Fellow- Subjects of CHRIST 's Kingdom, 
8 to 
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to receive any Thing as his Religion 
which is not expreſsly declared to be ſo 
by the Goſpel, or to force their Compli- 
ance with any human Inſtitution in Re- 
ligion, whereof their Conſciences cannot 
approve. Religion when practiſed under 
ſuch a Reſtraint, is not the Religion which 
Gop requires, which is that of the n | 
and Conſcience. 

Bur tho' the true and ſincere Proſeſſion 
of CHRIST's Religion is of ſuch a Nature 
as not to be compelled by human Laws, 
yet Gop may permit the prudent Laws 
and Ordinances of Chriſtian States and 
Communities to be a Means of advancing 
the Honour of the Chriſtian Profeſſion. 

BETORE the Rulers of the Kingdoms 
of this World embraced Chriſtianity, it 
ſubſiſted and flouriſhed not only with- 
out of human Laws to favour it, but 
even when the Laws of every State and 
Kingdom upon Earth were againſt it ; and 
we know God is ſtill able to ſupport it 
without the Aid of human Laws: But 
certainly Chriſtian Governors ought to 
purſue different Laws of Government 

| than 
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than what were purſued by Heathens and 
Infidels. 

In thoſe primitive Days, Gop was 
pleaſed to actuate his faithful Servants, 
the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, with 
ſupernatural Powers to convert a preju- 
diced and carnal World: But when theſe 
had ſo far prevailed as to fix the divine 
Truths of the Goſpel in the Hearts of 
Multitudes of good Men, in diyers Parts 
of of the World, and. laid a Foundation 
for the Converſion of Princes and Gover- 
nors of Countries and Nations, to the 
Faith and Religion of JIESsVs CHRIST, ſo 
as to authorize and eſtabliſh the public 
Exerciſe of it by the Laws of their re- 
ſpective Dominions, Gop in his good 
Time ceaſed to deal with Mankind in 


that marvellous Way. 


TE Doctrines of our LoxpD and his 
Apoltles were now preſerved in Record, 
and Men, having theſe for their Guide, 
ſeem to have been left to conduct them- 
ſelves in the ordinary Courſe of human 
Nature, the Reaſon and Underſtanding of 


the human Mind, the ſacred Writings of 


divine 


1 1 


divine Revelation, and the Laws and Or- 
dinances of Chriſtzan States and Commu- 
nities, ſupplying the Place of his former 
extraordinary Communications, and- co- 
operating with the divine Grace 1n pro- 
curing Obedience to the Laws of Goo. 
Tuvus the Laws and Ordinances of 
Chriſtian States and Nations became ſub- 
ſervient to the Laws of Criſtianity, and 
Chriſtan Governors became, under Gon, 
the Guardians and Protectors both .of the 
civil and religious Rights of Chriſtian Com- 
munities. For, if human Laws and Sanc- 
tions are neceſſary to the Peace and well- 
being of Chriſtian Communities, the Pow- 
er of enacting ſuch Laws muſt be veſted 
in ſome Perſon or Perſons for the Good 
of that Nation or Society, for which ſuch 
Laws are to be eſlabliſhed, and whoever 
are entruſted with this Authority, have a 
facred Truſt repoſed in them, which they 
ought conſcientiouſly to diſcharge for the 
Good of that Society or Community, which 
profeſſeth to live under ſuch Laws. By 
what Means ſoever this Power is confer- 
red, and in whomſoever it is lodged, ſtill 
. it 


160 


it comes from Gop, and muſt be account- 
ed for to him ; and therefore ought to be 
exerciſed in ſuch a Way as may beſt an- 
ſwer the Ends for which all civil Powers 
were created, viz. the Honour of God, 
and the Peace and Well- being of Society. 

Tux many Directions given us by the 
holy Apoſtles concerning our Obedience 
and Submiſſion to civil Magiſtrates, plain- 
ly ſuppoſes their Authority to be of ſuch 
a Nature. Put them in Mind to be ſub- 
ject to principalities and Powers, and to 
© obey Magiſtrates,” Tit. iii. 1. Let every 
© Soul be ſubje& to the higher Powers, 
for there is no Power but of Gop; the 
Powers that be, are ordained of Gop, 
Rom. xiii. 1. -* Submit yourſelves to e- 
very N of Man, for the Lokp's 
* Sake, whether to the King as Supream, 
* or to Governors, as they that are ſent by 
him for the Puniſhment of Evil-Doers, 
and for the Praiſe of them that do well, 
1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. | 

Tux main Deſign therefore of the civil 
Wer ſhould be to turn the Attention 
of its Magiſtrates and Members ſtrongly on 
Gop's 
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Gob's continual Inſpection and future 
Judgment, to preſerve his Laws from Vi- 
olation, to ſecure the Peace of Mankind 
in general, and of that Community in par- 
ticular which it is engaged to govern 
and protect, and to e ſpouſe the Intereſts 
of true Religion. 

Taz RE cannot be a ſtronger Inducement 
to Compliance with human Laws and Or- 
dinances, than their coinciding with the 
Laws of Religion and Conſcience. When 
Men believe their Religion comes from 
Gov, and find the Laws of the civil Ma- 
giſtrate conſiſtent with, and ſubſervient 
to the divine Law, they have the moſt ra- 
tional and effectual Motives to Obedience 
and civil Order; and therefore to talk of 
framing a civil Government in a Chriſtian 
State, and to exclude from it the Influence 
of CuRIST's Religion, is abſurd and un- 
reaſonable. 

Tux Legiſlators and werber of every | 
Chriſtian State and Community, ought not 
only to have a due Senſe of Religion 
themſelves, but a particular Regard to 


the Preſervation of it amongſt the People 
| 2. over 
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over whom they preſide. They ought 
certainly to exert their Authority in the 
Suppreſſion of Vice, Immorality and Pro- 
faneneſs, and in the Encouragement of 
Virtue and true Morality, (which has 1ts 
real Foundation in Piety, and a ſuitable 
Regard to the ſupream Being, and thoſe 
Truths and Motives wherewith Revelation 
furniſheth us. Therefore Religion ought 
to be their firſt and greateſt Concern. 
- Wirrovr public Worſhip, the Practice 
of public Virtue could not be properly 
ſupported amongſt Men; it could not be 
encouraged and enforced by any Motives 
Tufficient ta ballance thoſe powerful Temp- 
tations to Vice, with 'which every Age 
and every Nation ſo plentifully 'abound. 
AnD if we believe that the public as 
well as private Events of human Life are 
directed by Providence; if we allow that 
there are public and national, as well as 
private and perſonal Evils and Bleſſings, 
we mult ſurely allow that public and 
national, as well 'as private and perſonal 
Gratitude' and Devotion is due to Gop, 
and that public and national Worſhip is 
both reaſonable and neceſſary. RE- 
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| Retic10Nn ought therefore to be the firſt 
and greateſt Concern of Chriſtian Magiſ- 
ſtrates. They ought to hold forth the Re- 
ligion taught by Jes8Us ChRISsT and his 
Apoſtles, as the public Religion of the 
State, and to take Care that Places of. 
Aſſembly for the public Worſhip be main- 
tained, and to protect the peaceable Ex- 
erciſe of it amongſt all Ranks and Degrees 
of the People, however they may be de- 
tatched into ſeparate Societies for the Ex- 
erciſe of it. And whilſt they do not in- 
vade the Rights of Conſcience, but per- 
mit all the Members of the State to ſerve 
Gop in the Way they think beſt, they 
doubtleſs may themſelves prefer that par- 
ticular Mode of Religion which they be- 
lieve to be moſt agreeable to the Goſpel, 
and diſtinguiſh it from the Reſt by their 
own particular Choice and Approbation. . 
To deny them theſe Priviledges would 
be to defeat the very End of their Autho- 
rity : For if the Wiſdom of Providence 
hath ſo ordered the Affairs of human Life, 
as that Mankind cannot ſabſfiſt happily 
without Society, and that Society ſhall. 
Tit Y AF" ſtand 
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ſtand in Need of human Laws and Re- 
gulations for its Well-being and Support; 
if Gop hath not only permitted the Eſta - 
bliſhment of civil Governors, but hath 
commanded us to ſubmit to their Autho- 
rity; if he hath revealed to us Laws from 
Heaven, to which the Laws of human Or- 
dinance are to be analogous and ſubſer- 
vient, then, into what Hands ſoe ver the 
Power of enacting and enforcing ſuch hu- 
man Laws is committed, thoſe who are 
| veſted with that Authority have a ſacred 
Truſt repoſed in them, which they ought 
(as is before- mentioned) conſcientiouſly to 
diſcharge for the Good of the Community, 
the Honour of Gop, and the Advancement 
of what the Scriptures declare to be true 
Religion. They are accountable to Gon 
and their own Canſciences for the faithful 
Execution of this important Truſt, and 
are under Gon, become the Guardians 
and Protectors of the religious and civil 
Rights of that Society or Body of People 
who are to be governed by their Laws. 
Io obtrude their own Mode of Religion 

on all the Members of the State without 
- Da Exception, 
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Exception, under compulſive and penal 
Laws, without having Regard whether it 
may, or may not be agreeable to the Con- 
ſciences of Individuals, or even to pro- 
hibit any peaceable and orderly Subjects 
of the State from practiſing what they be- 
lieve to be that Religion which Gop re- 
quires, would be a Violation of that Li- 
berty wherewith ChRISsT hath made us 
free, which 1s the unalienable Right of all 
the Subjects of his Kingdom. 

Bur as Chriſtian Governors have Con- 
ſciences to follow as well as other Men, 
they ought to act with their Approbation 
both in their private Capacity as Chriſtian 
Men, and in their public one as Chriſtian 
Governors. In the latter Capacity, to 
have no Regard to the Preſervation of 
that Practice of Religion whereof them- 
ſelves and the Bulk of the People approve; 
but to extend the Wages of the Miniſtry 
committed to their Patronage, to every 
one who ſhall think proper to aſſume the 
Office of a religious Teacher, whatever 
his Principles or his Qualifications may 
be, or however injurious to true Religion 

[2 or 
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or the Peace of Society, his Doctrines 
may prove, would be a manifeſt Proſtitu- 
tion and Abuſe of their ſacred Truſt as 
Governors of a Chriſtian Community. 
Tur cannot act uprightly in the Sight 
of Gop, if they make no Diſtinction be- 
tween what in their own Conſciences they 
believe to be right, and what they think 


_ otherwiſe. 


Tux Articles and Terms of Subſcrip- 
tion required from thoſe who are to be 
admitted to the paſtoral Office in the 
Church of England, are at this Time the 
grand Subject of Controverſy amongſt us, 
chiefly indeed between her Clergy, and 
thoſe of diſſenting Profe ſſions. | 

MANY Reaſons both for and again 
them, have lately been offered to the 
Public, and the Diſputes on both Sides 
have, in many Inſtances, been conducted 
with great Force of Argument; but the 


Difficulty ſtill hes in drawing the Lines 


of Accomodation between them. For, al- 
tho it is the Duty of all Chriſtians to 
have a ſacred Regard to public Peace and 


Concord, and with this View both the 
civil 


( 

civil Magiſtrates and the eſtabliſhed Cler- 
gy, ought to pay all due Attention to the 
reaſonable Solicitations of their Chriſtian 
Brethren, for the Procurement of Unifor- 
mity of Practice, ſo as not to offer Vio- 
lence to their own Conſciences, and thoſe 
who coincide in their Notions; yet till 
this Diſpoſition can take Place amongſt 
the diſlenting Societies, as well as in the 
Church of England, it is but vain to ex- 
pect that any reaſonable Compliances from 
the latter alone will effect that general Re- 

conciliation, and eſtabliſh that univerſal 
Harmony, which it concerns all to pro- 
mote. 

Fox if ſuch Conceſſions were to be 
made to any one particular Sect of diſ- 
lenting Chriſtians, as they on their Part 
ſhould require, ſtill other Societies of 
different Notions and Opinions, would re- 
main unſatisfhed and un- united; new Ob- 
jections would ſtill be made, and a Com- 
pliance with them as ſtrenuouſly urged 
and required: and whilſt every Sect con- 
tinues obſtinately attached to their own 
particular Mode and Practice of Religion, 
e it 


( 168 ) 


it will not be poſſible for them to unite in 
one common Aſſembly for the Exercife of 
divine Worſhip, without Diſorder and 
Confuſion. 

Tu Paſtors of the eſtabliſhed Church 
ought indeed to make all reaſonable Al- 
Jowances for the Scruples of their diffent- 
ing Brethren, but it cannot be expected 
they ſhould vary and change their eccleſ- 
fiaſtical Conſtitution as often as the Views 
of any arrogant or deſigning Man or Set of 
Men, or the Caprice or Prejudices of fickle 
or mis-judging Chriſtians may raiſe trifl- 

ing or unreaſonable Objections, and claim 
a Reformation ſuitable to their own par- 
ticular Views or Notions. To do this 
would be to expoſe themſelves and their 
Religion to the Contempt and Ridicule of 
every rational Man: And if all Subſcrip- 
tions and every Teſt of Principles were 
to be aboliſhed, and they were to admit 
without Diſtinction, Men of every differ- 
ent Perſuaſion as public Teachers in their 
Church or Society, there is great Reaſon 
to fear they would by that Means open a 
OP for the Propagation of Error and 
Confuſion 


( op Þ 
Confuſion amongſt their Followers. The 
Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, we find, 
had certain Rules of Caution and Teſt 
whereby they admitted Men into their 
Fellowſhip and Miniſtry, Acts i. 21. and 
vi. 5. and ix. 19. 27. 

AND can any one who entertains a due 
Senſe of the Invaluableneſs of our holy 
Religion, ſet ſo lightly by it, as to ſay 
that all Caution and Probation in the Ad- 
miſſion of its Miniſters, ſhould now be 
wholly laid aſide, and no Regard at all be 
had to the Example or Direction of _ 
Apoſtles in this Matter? 

Cunisr has indeed promiſed to _—_ 
his Church even to the End of the World: 
But has he any where declared that he 
will always do it by Miracles, or that the 
Prudence of Chriſtians ſhall be no Way 
concerned as the Means of his protecting 
it? When he ſent forth his Diſciples, he 
cautioned them to be wife as Serpents, 
though harmleſs as Doves: And is not 
the ſame human Prudence as neceſſary in 
the Paſtors of his Church now, for the. 
Preſervation of what they taught, as it 
— Aa Was 
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was to them in the publiſhing it to the 
World ? 

Ix it be, doubtleſs it concerns the Rul- 
ers of every Chri/ttan State and Commu- 
nity, to have ſome Regard into what 
Hands the Power of ordaining Miniſters is 
committed, and thoſe who exerciſe that 
Authority ought to be well ſatisfied that 
the Terms they preſcribe are perfectly 
agreeable to, and warranted by the Goſpel. 
Ir the Advancement of true Religion 
in any Degree depends on the Principles 
of its Miniſters, certainly thoſe who con- 
fer Ordination ought at leaſt to have ſuch 
Information of the Candidates as may 
enable them to entertain a good Opinion 
of their Qualifications, before they admit 
them to the Miniſtry: And as they can- 
not look into the Hearts of Men, ſo as to 
diſcover their ſecret Thoughts, it is but 
reaſonable for them to expect ſome exter- 
nal Tokens of Aptitude, and obtain every 
Proof and Satisfaction in their Power in a 
Matter of ſuch great Importance. To 


- deny. them in this Caſe every Means of 


You Probation, to ſay that no Infor- 
5 mation 
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mation or Teſt of Principles ſhall be uſed; 
no Examination made, nor any Declara- 
tion or Subſcription required, not even 
an Aſſent to the holy Scriptures them- 
ſelves (as it hath been urged in a late 
Pamphlet, in Defence of the Diffenting 
Clergy) would in Effect, be ſaying that 
even Jews, Mahometans, Infidels and A. 
therſts, if they apply for Ordination, ſhould 
be admitted as Teachers in the Church of 
Cuxisr without Diſtinction: And the 
fame Arguments which deny to religious 
Governors the Power of excluding any 
from the Miniſtry on Account of their 
religious Opinions and Principles, deny 
them alſo the Power of removing any from 
the Office, for preaching Doctrines in 
Support of ſuch Opinions and Principles, 
however erroneous they may confider 
them to be, or however detrimental to 
the Peace of their Church or Society they 
may expect them to prove. 
Tur Inconvemence and Confuſion that 
muſt attend a religious Society thus cir- 
cumfſtanced, ' cannot but be obvious to 
Ty thinking Man, and yet amongft the 

Aa 2 Arguments 
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Arguments offered to the Public in Fayour 
of the Petitioners, we find ſuch an Eſta- 
bliſhment recommended in the molt li- 
centious Degree. 
Fon, in ſpeaking of the Authority of 
civil Governors of Chriſtian States and 
Communities, it is aſſerted, that To 
* talk of their preferring Chriſtianity to 
% Paganiſm, and diſtinguiſhing it by pub- 
lic Marks of Favour, is a Piece of falla- 
_ © c10us +Reaſoning--------- That the Pagan 
„Subject, who conforms to the Laws of 
* civil Order, hath an equal Right to 

Protection with the Chriſtzan Subject, 
* and that the ſame Principles which juſ- 
« tify the civil Magiſtrate in making this 
* Diſtinction, wall alſo juſtify him in mak- 
ing it in thoſe Sects into which Chriſti- 
* anity is unhappily divided, and beſtow- 
ing his Favours of Riches and Honours 
on his own Se& only, excluſive of all 
* the Reſt.” 

. Sucn. a Doctrine as this 3 ſeem 
anal. if applied to that ordinary 
Protection which is due from the civil 
ee to all the orderly Subjects of 

FP Es” the 
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the State, whatever their religious Per- 
ſuaſions may be; but when by the Tenor 
of the Argument we are led to underſtand 
that the Emoluments of the CAriſtian Mi- 
niſtry are comprehended in thoſe Favours 
of Riches and Honours which Chr:jtzan 
Magiſtrates are required thus indiſcrimin- 
ately to beſtow, ſurely we cannot conſider 
them as bound by any Laws of Scripture, 
Equity, Conſcience, or good Policy to 
purſue ſuch a Rule of Adminiſtration. 
Can any ſincere Profeſſor of CHRIST's 
Religion really think our civil Governors 
ought to be ſo indifferent to the Honour 
of it, as to proſtitute thoſe Revenues which 
are entruſted by the Laws of our Country 
to their Patronage, and which. our pious 
Anceſtors, devoted to the Support of 
Chriſtian Teachers, to the Maintenance of 
ſuch Men as reject even Chr:ſtzanzty itſelf? 
Or even that thoſe who ordain Miniſters 
in the Church of England, whilſt they do 
not impoſe their Terms on any other 
Society, ſhould be conſtrained to admit 
any as public Teachers in their Church, 
but ſuch as in their own Conſciences they 
believe 


6 
believe will adhere to the pure Poctrines 
of the Goſpel ? | 

Sr. Paul charged Timothy to lay Hands 
fuddainly on no Man, 1 Tim. v. 22. But 
to commit what he had received from 
him, to faithful Men, who ſhould be able 
to teach others alſo, 2 Tim. ii. 2. 

Tux remaining Part of this Chapter 
chiefly conſiſts in proper Directions for 
the due Diſcharge of the paſtoral Office. 
And amongſt other Things he tells him, 
the Servant of the Loxp mult be gentle 
to all Men, apt to teach, patient, in Meek- 
neſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe them- 
ſelves, Ver. 24, 25. And ſhould follow 
Righteouſneſs, Faith, Charity, Peace with 
them that call upon the Name of the Lox p 
with a pure Heart, V. 22. He required 
that even the Deacons ſhould firſt be 
proved, and that they ſhould be fuch 
Men as were found to be not only holy 
and blameleſs - in their Morals, but hold- 
ing the. Myſtery of the Faith in a pure 
Conſeience, 1 Tim. iii. 9, 10. And that 
he who was an Heretic ſhould be rejected, 
Tit. iii. 10. 


CAN 


I ts: Þ 


Can any good Reaſon. be given why 
all theſe Cautions and Directions ſhould 
be wholly diſregarded by thoſe who now 
exerciſe the Authority of dong Ming; 
ters in the Church ? 

Ir the Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, detached, as they now are, into ſe- 
parate Societies, - according to their ſeveral 
Notions and Perſuaſions, may yet be'cal- 
led the Church of Cayr1sT ; if there ſtill 
may. be ſuch Officers in his Church as 
there primitively were; if thoſe Authort- 
ties appropriated to them in divers Parts 
of the New Teſtament, are ſtill extenſible 
to thole who are ordained to the paſtoral 
Office ; if the Church of England may be 
conſidered as a Part of that Church, and 
her Miniſters may be allowed to be Miniſ- 
ters of Cxr1sT's Religion, they certainly 
may juſtify the regulating their religious 
Inſtitutions and Practice, by ſuch Direc- 
tions as they find in the New Teſtament, 
and have a Right as well as other Chriſ- 
tians, to follow their own ann in 
this Matter, | 


TXrosrt 
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Tuoskꝝ who profeſs themſelves Mem- 


bers of the Church of England may be 
prefumed generally to be acquainted with 


the religious Opinions and Principles 
which the Paſtors of that Church have 
avowed, and the Terms they have pub- 
ticly made known, and every Man is at 
Liberty either to embrace or reject them. 
Their continuing to be of that Commu- 
nion, is a ſtrong Preſumption that they 


coincide in their Opinions, and approve 


of their Practice, otherwiſe it muſt be 
fuppoſed they would ſeparate from them, 
and join with ſome other Society, whoſe 
b and Practice they thought 
better. | | 

Is it then ebbrnble that the Biſhops 
and Clergy of this Church, whilſt they 
conſtrain no Man to follow their Mode of 
Religion, ſhould be deprived of the Means 
of preſerving to their Society, that' Senſe 
and Practice of Religion which they be- 
lieve to be agreeable to the Goſpel, by 
being compelled to admit Men as'public 


Teachers in their Congregations, whoſe 


Ts they find to be contrary to the 
general 


( 7 1 
general Senſe and Opinion of their So- 
ciety? 

Ir cannot be expected that all Men 
ſhould think and determine alike. In 
Matters capable of different Determina- 
tions, different Minds will always enter- 
tain various Opinions; and therefore no 
religious Eſtabliſhment can; be ſo framed 
as to expect it will meet with univerſal 
Approbation. And for this Reaſon ſome _ 
prudent Precautions are neceſſary, to pre- 
vent that Diſorder and Confuſion which 
would naturally ariſe from Diverſity of 
Sentiment, if one Society was to interfere 
with, and ee the Practice of an- 
other. 

To this End, every diſtin& Socks 
ought to be free in the Choice of their 
own Terms and Mode of Religion, to 
preſcribe to themſelves ſuch Rules for 
the Exerciſe of it, as they believe to be 
molt agreeable to the Goſpel, and to uſe 
every prudent and  juſtihable Means, 
whether by Subſcriptions or otherwiſe, ' 
for preſerving to themſelves the free and 
undiſturbed Practice of it. 


Bb Tus 
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Tux Petitioners themſelves allow, that 
ſome Bond or Centre of Union is neceſſary 
to the Exiſtence and Continuance of a 
Church or religious Society, though at the 
fame Time they deny that any Articles or 
Confeſſion of Faith whatever, whether 
conceived in human or ſcriptural Terms, 
can be this Bond or Centre of Union. 
But furely if they do not admit that Faith 
in the holy Scriptures can be ſuch a 
Bond, they muſt mean to ſubſtitute ſome 
Bond of human Device inſtead of it. 

Tux v alſo allow, that in every Society, 
whether ſupported by private Contribu- 
tion or Parliamentary Patronage, there is 

veſted ſomewhere a Right of defining the 
Conditions upon which its Miniſters are 


do be entitled to the ſtipendary Conſider- 


ations for their Services; but at the ſame 
Time ſeem unwilling to allow, that this 
Right with Reſpect to the Church of Eng- 
land, can be veſted either in the national 
Legiflators, the eſtabliſhed eccleſiaſtical 
Governors, or the Members of the So- 
ciety, unleſs they themſelves may be per- 
mitted to dictate the Terms on which 
they ſhall exerciſe it. 5 


\ 


(Ene 
Tux Foundation of the Proteſtant Pro- 
feſſion is this, that the holy Scriptures are 
the Rule of Religion to all Chriſtians; 
but as divers Parts of the Scriptures are 
differently interpreted by different Chriſ- 
tians, it reſerves to every Man the Right 
ol private judgment for himſelf, and of 
following Religion in the Way his own 
Conſcience approves. 1 
Tux Britiſi Government, under its 
preſent Policy, preſerves this Right to its 
Subjects, by permitting every different 
Sect to exerciſe Religion amongſt them- 
ſelves in their own Way, ſo as not to in- 
terfere with the Practice of thoſe that dif- 
fer from them, nor interrupt the Peace of 
civil Government and Society. 3 
Tux Church of England is one of theſe 
Societies, and may properly be conſidered 
as a Society of Chriſtians, generally a- 
greeing and uniting in thole Opinions 
and Principles which her Paſtors have 
publicly avowed, as is before obſerved. 
Tukix Terms of Ordination being pub- | 
| licly and univerſally known, every Can 
didate for the Miniſtry, previous to his 
B b 2 | ap- 
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applying for Orders, may ſatisfy himſelf 
whether he can, with a good Conſcience, 
ſubſcribe to thoſe Terms, and is at Liberty 
either to accept or refuſe them: And 
every diſſenting Society is alſo free, to 
chuſe the Terms whereon their Miniſters 
are to be admitted into their reſpective 
Society; and each of them may in like 
Manner, be deemed a religious Society, 
agreeing in the Sentiments and Opinions 
of their reſpective Paſtors, ſince their par- 
ticular Practice has its Origination in thoſe 
Teachers, who by their peculiar Doctrines 
primarily form thoſe Societies, by bring- 
ing Men over to their Principles and Per- 
ſuaſions, and adopting their Mode of *. 
ligion accordingly. 

Ir Diiſenters of every Profeſſion Weit 
ther by the Patronage or Permiſſion of the 
civil Government) do in Fact enjoy this 
Liberty unmoleſted in their ſeveral Soci- 
eties, and may plead the Rights of Con- 
ſcience to juſtify their Practice, ought 
not the ſame charitable Allowances be 

made to the Followers of the eſtabliſhed 
Gan ? 


CAN 


6 


Cax that which is eſteemed a Virtue in 
Difſenters, be accounted a Vice in thoſe 
| who belong to the Church of © England? 
I mean the following the Perſuaſions of 
their own Conſciences. | 

Wuo could have expected to find in 
the Writings of one of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Advocates for religious Refor- 
mation, (one who publicly profeſſes to 
plead the Cauſe of Truth, Religion, and 
Liberty, who gives it as his invariable 
Opinion, that in all religious Inſtitutions, 
Scripture Precepts, and Scripture Pre- 
cedents ought to be ſtrictly followed and 
adhered to, who aſſerts that every Chrif- 
tian hath a ſacred Right to ſearch the 
Scriptures for himſelf, and to follow his 
own Convictions, and who ſtrongly re- 
commends Chriſtian Candour and Charity 
to all; I ſay who could have expected to 
find ſuch a Perſon publicly charging the 
whole Body of the Church of England, 
and every one who joins in their Prayers, 
with open and undiſguiſed Idolatry and Im- 
piety, in paying divine Honour to the eternal 
Son of Gow? ? tho their own Conſciences 
0 perſuade 
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perſuade them, that they have both Scrip- 
ture Precept, and Scripture Precedent, 

_ to juſtify and direct their Practice. 

C we ſuppoſe ſuch. a one, with all 
his Learning and Oratory, a fit Perſon to 
be admitted as a Teacher in that Church 
or Society, whoſe Notions ſo greatly dif- 
fer from his own ? 

WAT Devotion, what Edifientian OF 
what Satisfaction could a Congregation. of 
conſcientious Chriſtians, who acknowledge 
the divine Character of the So of Gop, 
receive from ſuch a Miniſter? 

i Ir they are to be guided by his Doc- 
trines, they muſt reject what they believe 
to be the Teſtimony ot our Lox D and his 
Apoſtles concerning Himſelf. St. John 
has told us, In the Beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with Gon; 
all Things were made by him, and with- 
out him was not any Thing made that 
© was made. In lim was Life, and the 
© Life was the Light of Men, even the true 
Light which lighteth every Man that 
_ © cometh into the World. He was in the 


© World, and the World was made by 
| him; 


( 


him; yet the World knew him not. He 
came to his own, and his own received 
him not; but as many as received him, 
© to them gave he Power to become the 
Children of Gop, even to them that be- 
* lieve on his Name. And this Word was 
made Fleſh, and dwelt among us, and 
© we beheld his Glory, the Glory as of the 
* only begotten of the Father, full of 
Grace and Truth, John i. 

Sr. Paul declares him to be the image 
of the inviſible Gos, the firſt-begotten of 

the whole Creation, by whom and for 
whom all Things, both in Heaven and 
Earth, were made; that he 1s before all 
Things, and by him all Things conſiſt, 
Coloſ. i. That in him dwelleth all the 
Plenitude of the Godhead bodily, Coloſ. ii. 
That he is the .Brightneſs of his Father's 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Per- 
fon, who upholdeth all Things by the 
Word of his Power, Heb. i. g. That at 
his Name every Knee ſhould bow, Phat. 
ii. 10. And that all the Angels of Gon 
ſhould worſhip him, Heb. i. 


87. 
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Sr. Mat hero and St. Luke inform us, 
that a Voice from Heaven proclaimed him 
the Son of Gop, Mat. iii. 17. Luke i. 35. 
St. Thomas confeſſed him his LoRD and 
his Gov, John xx. 28. The firſt Chriſtian 
Martyr, St. Stephen prayed to him in the 
Hour of Death; Lord Jeſus receive my Spi- 
rit----and, Lord, lay not this Sin lo air 

Charge, Acts vii. 59, 60. 
Tux eleven Diſciples, when he appear- 
ed to them after his Reſurrection, wor- 
ſhipped him, Mat. xxviii. 16, 17. The 
whole Aſſembly of them when convened 
on an important Occaſion, offered their 
joint Prayer to him: Thou Lord, who 
knoweſt the Hearts of all Men, &c. Adds i. 
24. 1:3: a „ | 
WIuxN St. Peter confeſſed him to be the 
Son of Gop, our LoRp replied, Bleſſed 
art thou Simon Bar- Jona, . for Fleſh and 
Blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father\ which is in Heaven, Mat. xvi. 17. He 
declared that he was in a State. of Glory 
with the Father before the World was, 
John xvil. 5 That he was even now 
1 of all Power both in Heaven 
and 
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and Earth, Mat. xxviii. 18. And com- 
manded all Men to honour the Son; even 
as they honour the Father ; declaring that 
he who honoureth not the Son, honoureth 
not the Father, John v. 23. And as a Teſ- 
timony of his Almighty Power, aſſured 
us, that he that ſeeth the Son, and be- 
lieveth on him, ſhall have everlaſting Life, 
and he will raiſe him up at the laſt Day, 
Joh vi. 40. 

So far was our Lord from rejeRtinig or 
forbidding the Prayer of the penitent 
Thief, that he made him this gracious 
Reply, To day alt thou be with" me in 
Faradiſe, Luke xxiii. 4g. 

Can we, after reading the above Fat. 
ſages of the New Teſtament, and many 
others which bear like Teſtimony of his 
divine Character, believe him to be no 
more than a Man like ourſelves ? 

However ſufficient ſuch Chriftians may 
ſuppoſe their penetrating Wiſdom may 
be, in diſcovering the Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs to be no Myſtery at all, we, for our 
Parts, muſt believe the Apoſtle, when he 
| declares, Great is the 'Myſtery of God- 
Cc lineſs ! 


1 

© lineſs!. God was made manifeſt in the 
5 Fleſh, . juſtified by the Spirit, ſeen of 
Angels, preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
©lieved-on in the World, and received 
© up into Glory,” 1 Tim. iii. 16. 

Ix ͤ we have the Form of Godlineſs, let 
us not deny the Power of it. If thoſe who 
eſteem Jesus CHRIS H no more than a Man 
like themſelves, can think that under their 
Claim to religious Liberty, they have a 
Right to hold their Opinions, and publiſh 
them boldly to the World, without any 
Cenſure or Reproach from ſuch of their 
Chriſtian Brethren, as think more highly 


of him, can they poſſibly think it con- 


ſiſtent with that Candour and Charity, they 
ſo ſtrongly recommend, to charge us with 
1dolatry and Impiely, for adhering to plain 


Scrißture Precepts and Scripthre Precedents, 


in paying divine Honour to IE SsVSs CHRIST, 
the Sox of the Living Gob, when thoſe 
very Scriptures aſſure us, that this very 
CRRISsT who came in the Fleſh, is over 


all GOD. bleſſad for ever, Rom. ix. 5. 
Bxxx confirmed in this Faith by al- 
moſt every Page of the New Teſtament, 


we 
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we cannot but think it our Duty to adorn 
the Doctrine of Gop our Saviour in all 
Things, Ti. ii. 10. and with ſtrong Af- 
ſurance look for that bleſſed Hope and the 
glorious Appearing of the great Gop, and 
our SAviouR JEsUs CHRIST, V. 13; who 
ſhall change our vile Bodies, that they 
may be faſhioned like unto his glorious 
Body, according to the Working where- 
by he is able to ſubdue all Things unto 
himſelf, Phil. iii. 21. 

Wyo then can juſtly blame the Paſtors 
of our Church, for making Uſe of every 
prudent Precaution for excluding Perſons 
of contrary Opinions from being Teachers 
in that Society, to whom their Doctrines 
would prove moſt diſagreeable and afflict- 
ing? For it cannot be ſuppoſed that a 
Congregation of pious Chriſtians, who ac- 
knowledge the divine Character and Power 
of the Sor of Gop, could exerciſe their 
Religion happily under a Miniſter who 
ſhould tell them from the Pulpit, that 
Jesvs Cukisr is no more than a Man like 
themſelves, and that in paying divine Ho- 
nour to him, they were guilty of Impiety 
and [dolatry, Cc 2 | TuISs 
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Tiras, ſingle Inſtance may ſerve to give 
us ſome Idea of the Conſequences of abo- 
Ang all clerical Subſcriptions in the 
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deed then be free; pf cus to propagate Truth 
or Error, without any eccleſiaſtical Con- 


trol: But how will the Chriſtian Liberty 


of the Community in general be thereby 
ſecured, any more than it now is ? 
Tux religious Principles, Terms of 
Communion, and Manner. of Worſhip in 
the Church of England, being publicly 
known, every Man is at Liberty to, exa- 
mine and prove them, and hath free Ac- 
ceſs to the Scriptures to direct his Judg- 
ment therein. Whoever finds thoſe Prin- 
ciples and Terms coincide with his own 
Opinion, may become a Member of this 
Church, from real Principles of Conſcience, 
and may with good Reaſon expect a ſuit - 
able Practice therein. | 
Bur if Men of every different * 


aſion were to be indiſcriminately admitted 


as public Teachers in the Church of Eng- 
land, our Practice of Religion therein 
micht become very precarious, our Ex- 

pectations 


1 

pectations diſappointed, and that Exerciſe 
of Religion, whereof our Conſciences ap- 
prove, might become embarraſſed and 
fruſtrated by the Change of our religious 
Paſtor. | 

For, if the officiating e of every 
Congregation, is to be the ſole Judge of 
what is, or is not, fit and expedient in 
the Performance of divine Service, with- 
out being ſubje& to any ſettled Rules 
from eccleſiaſtical Authority, either in 
Form or Doctrine, the Practice of Religion 
in his Congregation, muſt depend on his 
Humour, (and may be varied as often as 
different Teachers ſucceed) and the Ge- 
nerality of his Flock may be under the 
diſagreeable Circumſtance of hearing in 
that Aſſembly, where they go for Devo- 
tion and Edification, Doctrines preached 
as Chriſtian Truths, which their Conſci- 
ences cannot receive as ſuch, and of find - 
ing the public Worſhip Service conducted 
in ſuch a Way as may be contrary to 
their Notions of divine Worſhip: And 
how are they to have Relief? 


Ir 
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"IF the Miniſter be exempt from all Sub- 
ſcriptions, and free from all eccleſiaſtical 
Cenſure, either his Flock muſt follow his 
Doctrines, and conform to his Practice, 
or ſeek other Places of Devotion, and o- 
ther Means of Edification; and therefore 
to eſtabliſh the Church on ſuch Principles, 
would be only to transfer that religious 
Influence, which Diſſenters now complain 
of, from the civil Legiſlature, and the 
Body of the eſtabliſhed Clergy, to the 
particular Miniſter of every diſtin& Con- 
Sregation. 

Worb it not be happier for the Com- 
munity, that they exerciſe Religion in 
diſtinct Societies, according to their ſe- 
veral different Notions and Perſuaſions, 
than to attempt to blend them * 
under ſuch Circumſtances ? 

Wulst the Religion of the Churdly * 
England is only offered, but not compel- 
led; whilſt” her Terms of Ordination are 
accepted by none but ſuch as openly pro- 
feſs their Choice and Approbation of them; 
whilſt all that diſapprove of them, are 


left at Vs aa to exerciſe the miniſterial 
Function 


6 
Function in any Society which they find 
to agree in their particular Notions and 
Opinions, or to form new Societies among 
ſuch Men as approve of their Doctrines; 
whilſt neither the civil Power, nor the 
Members of the eſtabliſhed Churh, offer 
any Force or Control to the Practice of 
ſuch as differ from them, but every So- 
ciety is left to follow Religion in their own 
Way without Moleſtation; how are the 
Conſciences of the People affected by the 
Subſcriptions of the Clergy ? 
.  Trosz who now diſſent from the eſta- 
bliſned Church, are in general ſettled in 
Parts of the Kingdom where they have a 
Place of public Worſhip in their own 
Way near at Hand to reſort to; but under 
the above- mentioned Circumſtances, the 
Caſe might be otherwiſe with thoſe who 
follow the preſent Eſtabliſnment. 
Ax if we ſurvey England throughout, 
we ſhall. probably find no very conſider- 
able Number of Diſſenters, except in, or 
near large and populous Towns; the Bulk 
of the People ſtill profeſs to belong to the 
Church of England; and the Generality 
truſt, 


* 
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I truſt, from the Principles of Conſcience, 
whatever may have been inſinuated to the 


kondeery i ar leaſt if the ſame Charity may 


be allowed them, which is claimed for all 
that belong to diſſenting Societies, it may 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be ſo, and that 
the far greater Part of the People of Eng- 
land, are comprehended in that Church. 


And if their preſent Mode of Religion be 


in Reality what their Conſciences gene- 
rally approve, how would their Chr1ſtzan 
Liberty be preſerved, if their religious 
Practice were to be made Subject to the 
Caprice of Teachers of e Uifferent 
Profeſſion ? * 

"AND if the preſent State of Aifſentitng 
Chriſtians in this Kingdom, be really ſuch 
as it hath by ſome of them, been repre- 
ſented to be, how can they juſtify: their 
interfering to control the Practice of the 
eſtabliſhed Church? A 

Ir they really are in Poſſeſſion of the 
* moſt ample Liberty to judge for them- 
e ſelves; if they have a full, acknow- 
6 ledged, and legal Right to conduct their 
Worſhip in the Manner they beſt ap- 

prove, 


( 193 ) 
** prove, without the Interference of any 
external Authority whatſoever, and are 
under no Reſtraint from civil or eccle- 
* ſiaſtical Laws,” if they are free to chuſe 
their own Terms of Ordination and Com- 
munion, follow their own way of Worſhip, 
and vary and change them as often as they 
ſee Occaſion, and to preach and publiſh 
their own Doctrines without fear, or mo- 
leſtation: In ſhort, if they are (as it hath 
been affirmed) of all Men the moſt at 
Liberty to adopt that Plan of religious 
** Eſtabliſhment, which is beſt adapted to 
** the great Ends of divine Worſhip,” Why. 
is not that Plan (whatever it be) firſt 
adopted and eſtabliſhed in their own So- 
cieties, that we may ſee and be convinced 
of the happy Fruits of it? 
BUT; notwithſtanding all theſe Ad- 
vantages, the Truth is, that their own 
Practice ſtill remains unimproved ; if not- 
withſtanding their Clamours againſt all 
Subſcriptions whatever, they ſlill have 
in many of their Churches, a kind of 
eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction (in Reality tho 
not in Name) de ad thoſe who join 

Dd them · 
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themſelves to their Communion are oblig- 


ed to give Account of their Faith and re- 


ligious Experience, and ſubmit to Church 
Cenſure; if their Miniſters at their 
Ordination are generall required to de- 
liver a Confeſſion of their Faith, ſuch a 
Confeſſion too as ſhall nearly coincide 


with the Syſtem adopted by the Societies 


with which they are connected; if their 
Societis are ſo attached to particular Forms 
of Worſhip, and to every the moſt incon- 
ſiderable Circumſtance relating to them, 
that a Propoſal of any Alteration would 
be attended with general Oppoſition, do 
they not themſelves ſtand in Need of that 
Reformation which they ſo vehemently 


contend for in the eſtabliſhed Church ? 


Are not theſe the very Things they com- 
plain of as intollerable Grievances, the 
very Gun r odgo for their Separa- 
tion ? 

{97 en 3 inndeg ene the Prac- 
tice of Diſſenters may be to their Profeſ- 
ſion, it can by no Means excuſe the Bi- 


ſhops and Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land, in knowingly ſuffering theirs to re- 
main erroneous or defective. IT 
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Ir is a Matter that immediately con- 
cerns them to correct every Impropriety 
and makc every poſſible Improvement 
in their Eſtabliſhment, and they ought to 
take it into their moſt ſerious Conſider- 
ation: If upon the moſt careful Examin- 
ation, they ſhould find that any Part of 
it is unwarrantable by the Goſpel ; if their 
Subſcriptions be in any Reſpect an Em- 
barraſment to them in the effectual Diſ- 
charge of their paſtoral Function, or any 
way injurious to true Religion, it is to be 
hoped they would ſpeedily and generally 
unite in their Endeavours to remove every 
remaining Blemiſh, and be ready to make 
every Conceſſion to their disſatisfied Bre- 
thren, that Conſcience and Prudence will 
juſtify; and that every Branch oſ the Le- 
giſlature would pay due Regard and At- 
tention to the reaſonable Remonſtrances of 
ſo reſpectable a Body, for the Accompliſh- 
ment of ſo important and intereſting a 
Work. Their Adverſaries have repreſented 
them as incapacitated for religious Im- 
provements, but the Objections may Need 
as ſtrict an Examination as the Things ob- 
D d 2 jected 
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jected to. For daily Experience may con- 
"vince us, that Freedom of Enquiry and 
Sentiment prevails as much in the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, as amongſt Diſſenters: 
And altho' it hath been publicly aſſerted 
by a warm Adverſary to the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, that the diſſenting Clergy, in Pro- 
portion to their Numbers, far excel the 
Clergy of the Church of England in religi- 

ous and ſcriptural Knowledge, ſtill there 
is a wide Difference between Speculation 
and Experience; for, if by religious and 
1criptural Knowledge, is meant juſt Ideas 
of the Nature and Importance of true 
Religion, and the Deſign and Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, it may with Modeſty and 
Truth be ſaid, that the Clergy of the 
Church of England at leaſt are not inferior 
to their diſſenting Brethren: And for 
Proof of this, we need only appeal to the 
uſual Strain of their public Diſcourſes, 
which every judicious and impartial Man 
muſt allow, to be in general more prac- 
tical, moral and uſeful, than the Ser- 
mons of Diſſenting Miniſters. 
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AxD notwithſtanding the Inſinuations of 
Prejudice and Malevolence,” there is in 
Reality no Reaſon to ſuppole that they 
are not in general as honeſt and conſcien- 
tious Men, as good Chriſtians, - and every 
way as capable of reforming whatever is 
amiſs in the Practice of their Church, as 
thoſe who would reform it for them; and 
therefore if the Church of England needs a 
Reformation, we ought to expect it from 
her own Prelates and Clergy, and not 
from thoſe who have ſeparated from her, 
whoſe Notions we know to be contrary 
in many Reſpects, to the conſcientious 
Followers of the Eſtabliſhment. 6 

Wu I mention our Expectation of all 
en Reformation and Improvement 
in the Churck of England from her own 
Clergy, I do not mean to be underſtood, 
that as Lay-Chriſtians we ought implicitly 
to acquieſce in whatever they have eſta- 
bliſned, or may eſtabliſh, whether it be 
or be not agreeable to our own Conſci- 
nces; for it concerns every Chriſtian 
carefully to ſearch the Scriptures for him- 


ſelf, and prove his own Religion. 
Ir 
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Ix upon due Examination, we find we 
cannot adhere to the eſtabliſhed Church, 
without deviating from what we are per- 
fuaded is the Path 'of our Duty, we do 
well to ſeparate from her, and join in that 
Society wherein we think we can ſerve 
Gop with greater Propriety and Satisfac- 
tion : On the contrary, if we are ſatisfied 
her Way of Worſhip is ſuch as the Al- 
mighty will approve, and that the Doc- 
trines taught by her Miniſters are in ge- 
neral agreeable to the Scriptures of Truth, 
tending to confirm us in a right Faith, and 
to eſtabliſh and improve us in a rational 
and becoming Piety, and the Practice of 
all thoſe Virtues which the Goſpel re- 
quires, we may ſafely conclude that (what- 
ever Articles the Clergy may have ſub- 
ſcribed) they do not obſtruct our Way to 
everlaſting Happineſs; and that this 
Church, 1s a truly Chriſtian Church, how- 
ever it may differ from other Chriſtian 
Churches or Societies, in Matters of Form 
and Ceremony, which we ought to con- 
ſider only as the Dreſs of Religion, and 
a Reli itlelf; We need not be of- 

fended 
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fended that the Church of Rome declares 
herſelf infallible, or that Diſſenters affirm 
the Worſhip of one Living and True Gop 
1s no where to be found but amongſt them- 
ſelves. We need not be diſmayed that 
the former calls us Heretics and Apoſtates, 
or that the latter charge us with Impie y 
and Idolatry, whilſt we uſe our beſt En- 
deavours to know and obey the Will of 
Gop, and whilſt our Hearts aſſure us that 
our Way of Worſhip 1s ſuch as his Word 
requires. T 
- Is Others differ from us in Opinion, 
let them in God's Name, follow what they 
believe to be right, without any Moleſta- 
tion or Interruption from us; but let us 
vindicate to ourſelves the ſame Chriſtian 
Liberty which we ſo freely grant to O- 
thers. 
Ax having ene and proved our 
ain by the Word of Gop, and 
our own impartial Reaſon, let us ſteadily 
adhere to that which in our own Conſci- 
ences we believe to be true Religion: 
For if whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin, 
ee the Practice of what in our Con- 
ſcience 
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ſeierices we believe to be right is Virtue, 
And whilſt we are purſuing our own. Duty 
and Happineſs, in a Way that we have 
good Reaſon to hope and believe wilt be 
accepted by Gop in Carisr JESUS; 
whilſt by the Innocency and Piety of our 
Lives we ſtrive to adorn our holy Pro- 
feſſion in the eſtabliſhed Church of our 
native Country, and to become Examples 
worthy of the Imitation of all that are 
without it, let us not forget that the Reli- 
gion of Jxsus Cur1sT is a Religion of 
Peace and Love, which requires us to be- 
hold all Men in the Mirror of Benevo- 
lence: And therefore we ought not to 
think ill of Others, becauſe they do not 
concur in our Opinions, or join in our 
Practice, but to make all due Allowances 
for the different Reaſonings of Men; and 
however miſtaken we may ſuppoſe: them 
to be in their religious Notions, we ought 
to believe them influenced by Motiyes 
and Principles of Conſcience as well: as 
ourſelves, and be united in Love, though 
we differ in Opinion. i e 161160] 
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Anp let us not ceaſe to offer up our 
frequent and fervent Prayers to our hea- 
venly Father, who is the Author of Peace 
and Loyer of Concord, and the Giver of 
every good and perfect Gift, that for the 
Sake of his well-beloyed Son, Jzsvs 
Cuxisr, the only Mediator and Saviour 
of us all, he would youchafe ſo to diſpoſe 


the hearts of all Chriſtians, of whatever 


Denomination or Perſuaſion, that they 
may ſee and purſue the Things that be- 
Jong to their Peace, and ſtudy to improve 


their Religion, to, thoſe good Ends for 


which it was intended, wiz. the moral 


Perfection and true Happineſs of Man- 
kind. That whatſoever Things are true, 


whatſoever Things are honeſt, whatſoever 


Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are 


pure, whatſoever Things are loyely, what- 


ſoever Things are of good Report; if there 
be any Virtue, if there be any Praiſe, we 
may all think of theſe Things and purſue 


them. That every Sect and Society a- 
mong us, laying afide all unreaſonable 
Partiality and Prejudice, all Malice and 
Guile, all uncharitable Surmiſes and evil 
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ſpeaking againſt eich other, none may 
affect to be wife beyond what is revealed ; 

but all may, , as new-born Babes, defire 
the ſincere Milk of the Word, and grow 
thereby ; 3 and with Singletief of Heart 
and Love of the Truth, be ready to ac- 
quieſce and comply with each other in 
all Things fit and reaſonable. That as 
we are called i in one common Hope of 
our Vocation, as there is one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, one Gov and Father 
of all, and one Mediator between God 
and Man, even the Man CR AIST Je8vs; 

we may all be connected in Love, to the 
Acknowledgment of the Miftery of Gop, 
and of the FATHER, and of Cukisr, and 
walk in CuüRIs T, as we have received 
him, ſtill remembering, that univerfal 
Love, is the peculiar diſtinguiſhing Mark 
of his true Diſciples, whoſe holy Religion 
we all, in our feveral different Ways, 
W to follow. 39 
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